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| ADVERTISEMENT 


TO THE ENGLISH EDITION. 


THE following Work was publiſhed in 
Numbers at New York, at the cloſe of 
the laſt winter. The object of the republica- 
lion in this country is clearly enough flated 
in the title. 3 


WILLIAM Cozzzrr. 


— 
Nev. 10, 1800. 


5 aggregate amount of all the damages aſſeſſed ſor 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


When 1 determined to diſcontinue the publi- 
cation of Porcupine s Gazette, I intended to remain, 
for the future, if not an unconcerned, at leaſt a 
events; but the unexpected and fweeping reſult of 
a law-ſuit, fince decided againſt me, has induced 
me to abandon my lounging intention. The ſuit 
to which I allude, was an action of flander, com- 
menced againſt me in the autumn of 1797, by 
Doctor Benjamin Ruſh, the noted bleeding phyfi- 
cian of Philadelphia; it was tried on the 14th of 
December laſt, when the upright, enlightened, 
* and impartial republican jury” aſſeſſed, as 
damages, fe thouſand dollars ; a ſum ſurpaſſing the 


all the torts of this kind, ever ſued for in theſe 
States, from their firſt ſettlement to the preſent day. 
To the five thouſand dollars muſt be added, the 
coſts of ſuit, the loſs incurred by the interruption in 
collecting debts in Pennſylvania, and by the facrifice 
A 2 | _ of 


iv ADVERTISEMENT. 


of property taken in execution, and fold by the 
ſheriff at public auction in Philadelphia, where a 
great number of books in ſheets (among which 
was a part of the new edition of Porcupine's 
Works) were fold, or rather given away, as waſte 
paper; fo that, the total of what has been, and 
will be, wreſted from me by Ruſh, will fall little 
ſhort of eig thouſand dollars. 


To fay that I do not feel this firoke, and very 
ſenſibly too, would be great affectation; but, to 
repine at it would be folly, and to fink under it 
cowardice. I knew an Engliſhman in the Royal 
Province of New Brunſwick, who had a very 
valuable houſe, which was, I believe, at that time, 
nearly his all, burnt to the ground. He was out 
of town when the fire broke out, and happened 
to come home juſt after it had exhauſted itſelf. 
Every one, knowing how hard he had earned the 
property, expected to fee him bitterly bewail its 
lois. He came very leiſurely up to the ſpot, ſtood 
about five minutes looking ſteadily at the rubbiſh, 
and then, firipping off his coat, Here goes,” ſaid 
he, to earn anther “' and immediately went to 
work, raking the ſpikes and bits of iron out of 
the aſhes. This noble-ſpirited man I have the 
honour to call my friend; and if ever this page 
ſhould meet his eye, he will have the fatisfaction 
to ſce, that, though it may not be poſſible for me 
to follow, I, at leaſt, remember his example. 


In 


ADVERTISEMENT. V 


In the future exertions of my induſtry, however, 
pecuniary emolument will be, as it always has been 
with me, an object of ſecondary confideration. 
Recent incidents, amongſt which I reckon the un- 
have impoſed on me the diſcharge of a duty, which 
I owe to my own country as well as this, and the 
ſooner I begin the ſooner I ſhall have done. 

On Monday, the 24th infiant, therefore, I ſhall 
publiſh the firſt number of 4 Periodical Work, 
which, as it is intended to affiſt the public view, in 
the inſpecting of various tenebrious objects, will be 
called, and not, I preſume, im; , a Light; 
and, as the appearance of this light muſt be at- 
tributed wholly to the Philadelphian phlebotomiſt, 
gratitude will ſanction the propriety of prefixing 
to it the name of Ryufi. Thus, while the great 
literary luminaries of this enlightened nation emit 
their effulgence through vehicles which they moſt 
fignificantly term the Aurora, the ur, the Conftel- 
lation, the Comet, and the Sun, I am content that 
appellation of the | 


Nuſb-Lig ht. 


I muſt, nevertheleſs, do myſelf the juſtice to aſſure 
the public, that, with the Ruſh-Light in his hand, 
any one (if the poor ſoul be not fione-bliud) 

will be able to ſee a good many very pretty engs, 
| —J whack, 
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which, notwithſtanding the ſplendour of the grand 
luminaries above mentioned, would, without the 
aid of my little taper, remain hidden from him all 
the days of his life. 


_ THE 


Ruſh- Light. 


No. J. 
1 5th Feb. 1800. 


RUSH AND HIS SUPPORTERS. 


Ir variety have all the charms which it is faid to 
— n life I lead muſt excite 
no ſmall degree of envy; for, of all the mortals oc- 
cupied in the uſe of the pen, ſurely no one ever 


treated of ſubjects oppoſite in their 


ſo various and fo 


natures ! 1 I finiſhed the Hiſtory of „le 
Halian 


; to-day, I am beginning that of 
Ruſt and his Supporters. When I contemplate this 
tranfition ; when I view myſelf deſcending from the 
deeds of the princely Suworow, to record 
the low tricks of an i herd of Philadelphians, 

I remind myſelf of Swift's indiſcriminating fly, 
which, after fipping the near from the roſe and 
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I muſt, however, ** 
want of diſcrimination, nor a fity to dabble 
in filth, has this difagreeable change in 
my labours. The loathſome ſubject now before me, 
is not taken up from choice, but from a ſenſe of 


duty. I am actuated by neither malice nor revenge ; 
NO. I. but, 


I look upon myſelf as acting in the capacity of a 
public —_—_ who, while he performs the 
dreadful beheſts of juſtice, ſecretly bewails the igno- 
minious fate of the ſufferer. 


Such are the ſentiments under which I have re- 
ſolved to expoſe the conduct of Ruſh, and that of the 
Witnefles, the Lawyers, the Judges, and the Jury, 
concerned in the cauſe lately decided againſt me at 
Philadelphia. Were my deſign to defend my own 
character, or to blaſt for ever that of my enemies, a 
few pages might ſuffice; but my views are leſs ſelf- 
iſh, and extend to objects of far greater _ 
This cauſe, in its commencement, its 
its reſult, yo —_— 
to the people of America, juſtice to foreign nations, 
and particularly to the deceived and infatuated 
je i" of my native country, demand an 
The undertaking is, befides, called 
for by the infkous attempts of Kuſh and his © fel- 
& Jow-citizens.” have publiſhed a © Report of 
the trial, not badly calculated to jufiify themſelves 
and to deceive the world. They call it an i 
trial, and | ſhall endeavour to make it ſo 
m its effects ; to which end. I ſhall go into as full a 
diſcuffion of the ſeveral parts of the ſubject as the 
A which I am neceſſarily confined to, will 
admit of, arrangi matter under the follow1 
heads: i. A ſketch of Ruſh's birth, and_his moral 
and literary character; 2. An account of his | 
and of my inducements to attack it ; 3. Adelence of 
the publications for which I was ſued ; 4. Remarks 
en the baſe inſinuations of Ruſh's lawyers againft 
the Britiſh Government, with a Narrative of the 
juridical proceedings, a compariſon between the 
Eren deat t0 me and the lnity ſhown to printer 
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who are not Britiſh ſuljecis, or who profeſs no alle- 
glance to the King of Great Britain; and an account 
of the redrejs 75 have met with from the laws of 


Pennſylvania. 


BIRTH AND CHARACTER OF RUSH. 


Can the Ry grow up without mire? can the flag grow with- 
„gut water? 

« Whilſt it is yet in its greenneſs, and not cut down, it withereth 
before any other herb. 

dos are the paths ot all that forget God; 2 Sunny Wage 
„ ſhail periſh.” Jos, c. ix. v. 11, 12, 13. 


Had Ruſh's s confined themſelves to the 
only ſubject that ought to have been ſubmitted to 
the deliberation of the jury; had they not, in nu- 
meruus inſtances, gone out of their way to extol the 
family and charafer of their client, and to traduce 
and vilify mine ; had they not held bim up as an 
—— and a *©* ſaving angel,” while they 
tented me as a *© wretch caſt up from the very 

* dregs and flime of the community, 2 ought to have 
* rotted in obſcurity;” had they not thus infolently 
tand | may add foolithly) provoked an inquiry, the 
family and character of Ruſh would have remained, 
with me, objects of as perfect infignificance as the 
poverty-bred plant, the name of which he bears, and 
the worthlefſneſs of which is proverbial. 

No herald, reader, proclaimed the birth of the 
Pennſylvanian ** Hippocrates.” The © ſaving ange! 
was born (and, I believe, in the uſual way) in "the 
city of Philadelphia. His father, honeſt Jobn, was, 
I am to lay it, of Engliſh . and was, 
by calling, a Blackſmith, Of his mother (who had 
another fon, and two daughters) I have heard no- 
thing, except that ſhe kept a huckfier's thop, or 
ſtall, and was a kind and pious Preſbyterian, 
who, recollecting, 1 ſuppoſe, the Apoſtle's remark 
reſpecting the lalubrity of wine to the ſtomach, oc- 
BO. 1. B cationally 
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caſionally adminiſtered to the comfort of her fellow- 
creatures by retailing drams. The reader will, I 
dare ſay, gladly excuſe me from going any further 
back in the pedigree; but I cannot diſmiis the ſub- 
ject without obſerving, that the Doctor was not 


ic and almoſt without a figure, to 
ce art my father, and to the worm, 
& mother and my Her. 


tion, 


ide, an account of my own humble origin, it 
cannot be ſuppoſed, that I have turned Biographer 
to the Doctor for the fake of degrading his character. 


In fac, theſe family memoirs were furniſhed me by 


a great admirer of Ruſh, the late Doctor Capel of 


Wilmington, who produced them as clear proofs of 
his friend's genius and indefatigable application ; 
and while I leave undiſputed the juſtneſs of Capel's 
conclufion, I only beg leave to remark, that the 
parentage of Ruth was not extremely well calculated 
ence of mind, which, among perſons of low birth, 
is certainly the beſt foundation whereon to raiſe a 
character conſpicuous for fincerity, candour, inte- 
grity, magnanimity, and virtue. 


Ruſh is remarkable for infinuating manners, and 
for that ſmoothneſs and ſoftneſs of tongue, which 
the mock quality call politeneſs, but which the pro- 
fane vulgar call Hlarny. To fee and hear him, you 
would think he was all friendſhip and humanity. 

He ſhakes hands with all he meets ; every one is his 


quite juſt to his family, when he was ready to fay, 


art my 


18 
dear friend, all the his dear 8200 
and all the creation his dear fellotu- creatures. The 
lamp of his philanthropy is conſtantly burning, and 


it burns with equal brightneſs, whether whites, yel- 


lows, or blacks are the objects of his affection. He 
certainly is not the firſt moraliſt, who has obſerved, 
that bluntneſs is no recommendation with the rich; 
but he is (as far as I know at leaſt) the firſt phyfician 
that ever thought of making a propenfity to be 
in the patient, conducive to the aid of his 
— One of his pupils told me, 112 
ceptor — himſelf much this diſcovery 
Give your patients, uſed he to fay, + a good 
* firong doſe of flattery, to compoſe 
4 for, without that, you may as well ry 4 
« ceed, as Mifs Willing may hope to get to Hea- 
« ven by liſtening from her window to the organs 
* of St. Paul's church.” 


If making fair weather with men of all religions 
and all parties be a of merit, I know of no 
perfon fo meritorious as Ruſh. He has, alternately, 
A to be a Preſbyterian, a Quaker, an Epiſco- 
and a Methodift. He is intimate with all the 
Clergy, from Biflop Waits down to the Brace 
Biſhop! I have often admired the ingenuity with 
which, in his account of the Yeliow Fever of 1793, 
ys his court, at one and the fame time, to 


N 


people of all ſects, ranks, and colours. There is 


one ſentence, in lar, of this work, for which 
he deſerves to be immortalized. He is ſpeaking 
about the opinion that prevailed reſpecting the 
of congregations meeting on Sundays ; and 
the Quakers to have a whimfical 

to the name by which Chriſtians in general call 
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« He diſtributes his all palates to pleaſe; 
To ſome gives the wine, and to others the lees: 
& And leſt that his cuſtomers quarrel and box, 


Gives the wine to the Pope, and the lers to George Fox.” 


But the moſt firiking of his talent at com- 
ec poſing the mind,” as he calls it, is, his prevailing 


on Mr. Adams to give him that Jucrative finecure 


the _——_ the Mint, while it is well known 
that he was the intimate of J:fer/on, and amongit 
the few truly friends mentioned to Logan, in the 


memorable correſpondence which Nlunro, from 


motives of prude 


of a Young Man at Paris. 


Some perſons, however, notwithſtanding this 
ing talent in the Doctor, have ventured to call 
is fincerity in queſtion. Mr. Smyth, a Britith 
officer, who, though a priſoner of war, was moſt 
inhumanly treated in the priſon of the philanthropic 
city of Philadelphia, tells us, that during his un- 
priſonment he was viſited by Doctor Benjamin Ruff, 
who, it would ſeem, was then a member of Con- 

He fays that this Ruſh flattered him with the 
of an exchange or parole, and gave him frong 
* aſſurances of very great regard and commuſeration ;” 
but he tells us, in the ſame that though this 
Dr. Ruſh was eminent in rebellion, he was more fo 
tw © unfulfilled profeſſions *. 


nce, carried on under the fignature 


— — — — — 


— — — — 
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1 
As to the Doctor's ililneſ and candour, fo boldly 
infiſted on by his and fo complaiſuntly a. 
tented to by my good counſel Mr. Harper, a few 


facts, freſh in the 1 memory of. every Philadciphian, 
will afford a moſt ſatisſactory illuſtration. 


Ruſh called Door ar an aſſaſin, becauſe 
Wiſtar denied the virtue of his grand ſpecific, the 
mercurial purges. | have this ſact from Dactor Glent- 
worth, who, though a native Philadelphian, and a 


launch republican, is a very candid, honeſt, and 


reader feemed to me to have fitten with a en in his hand: the work 
was from one end to the other. In ſome places words 
were effaced, in others ſentences, and in others whats - 


able. re 
T , e abject were make to The names 


L nt wg to 


ments of Bravo! or 
Talk of the French ie oro 


e Mme, 
even from the annals. of the graze republique, 3 proof of 


biacknets uf heart equal to that which I have here 


The patriots of Republican France have waded in blood; but 


they have, at the fame time, ſhown that they can venture their 
2 22 the * x commentators — 


— 4 
1 
. 
power to contradict 


or 
too, the philanthropic city may depend on 


* : y 
it I mall be believed. 
3 | brave 
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brave man. Doctor Glentworth alſo told me (and 
he will tell the fame to any one), that Ruſh attend- 
ed him in the yellow fever of 179, ; that he bled 
him till he was extremely weak, and ordered /everal 
made 


other bleedings, which Glentworth's knowledge 
him omit, without, however, telling Ruſh of the 
omiffion ; that he came one day, and finding his 

tient fitting up in the bed, ran to him, ſqueezed 
— by the hand, called him his dear Glentworth,” 
and congratulated him on the falutary effects of his 
bleeding ſyſtem; *< Bat,” faid he, my dear friend, 
4 you muſt loſe a little MORE BLOOD.” —< Loſe 
. more blood!” replied Glentworth, © when I am 
« fo faint I can hardly ſupport myſelf!” —Upon 
this, Ruth ſtarted from the bed-fide, up his 
— called his " __ an aſſaſin, told him 

was leagued wi iftar to ruin his reputation, 
and ran down ſtairs bawling out, You're a dead 
! you're a dead man ! you'll be buried before 
* to-morrow night! 


There was an inftance of muldneſs, candour, and 
kunanity! Doctor Glentworth did, however, dif- 
appoint him. He recovered his health, without 


J 


S 
4 
= 
1 
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A 


; 
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their practice; but, in the exceſs of his mildneſs and 
— attacks their motive:. He fays, that © it 

uires an Uncommon of charity, to 
« afribe their —— — 
* tzres; which is, to ſay the leaſt of it, a very 
broad 22 that they were actuated by mo- 
tives both , and cruel. This is the inaſſenſive 
candid gentle man, who Ingerſol told the jury treated 
his brethren with reſpe and tenderneſs ! 


So intolerant was he, and yet is, towards thoſe 
who would not, or will not, acknowledge the infal- 
libility of his ſyſtem of bleeding and mercurial 
purges, that he has, fince 1793, refuſed to conſult 
ID $90 200 he Torn wag 
to adopt his practice. Mr. Chancellor Eaving called 
him in to confult with Doctor Hodge, he told Chan- 
cellor that he had better diſmiſs Hodge, for that he 
was a bark-and-wine doctor, and would do his pa- 
tient more harm than good ; and yet this fame fel- 
low had afterwards the im to threaten to 


proſecute Doctor Hodge for telling Doctor May 


_ (while Ruſh attended him), that he ght he 
might recover without more bleeding ! Ruſh, in his 


Account of the Yellow Fever of 1793, attempts to 
juftity his conduct in refuſing to confult with any 
phy fician, cxcept theſe of is own Theol, on the 
ground of the diſagreement m ; but, what a 
ſenſeleſs excuſe ! If the n phyficians 
were ſettled, and were all the ſame, there could be 
no uſe in calling a conſultation. In fact, this was 
for the moſi in- 
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In the face, however, of theſe notorious facts, 
the counſel of Ruth kept up an inceffant bawling 
abont the muldne/s and amiableneſs of the Doctor's dit- 
poſition. From my foul,” faid Hopkinton, I 
believe him to be among the moſi wunnffending 
* and benevolent of mankiad.” Ingertol called him 
a © ſaving Angel. And to all this fullome, this 
beaſtly hyperbole, my counſel, Mr. Harper, cried 
Auen! Hopkinton, towards the cloſe of a dozen 
pages of lies, nonſenſe, and bombait, gave the ten- 
der-hearted Jury a moſt pitevus picture of the dit- 
treis produced in Ruſh's family by my publications 
againſt the © immaculate father.” He throws the wife 
into hyfterics, makes a deep wound in her heart, 
and tears, with remorſelets rage, all the fue ores 
% and delicate /ympathies of conjugal love.” From 
the mother, whom I never mentioned in my lite till 
now, he comes to the children, of nice feelings 
* and generous ſenſibility.” The daughters he, of 
courſe, ſets to weeping; *©* but manlier patiions 
* ſwell, 1 and inflame the breaſts of HIS 


— 
command of the father, — their L 
« difficulty they are prevented from taking imme · 
*+* diate vengeance on their cruel oppreffor—Be pu- 
« tient, my children, ſaid he; I um deeply injured ; 
6 but the laws of my country oy xr ls, cn? takes 


came Dao dear friend,” faid Ruſh; upon which the 
Khun. No,” replied the modeſt fon of Mer- 
cury, I will never confult with Khun!“ “ If you will not at- 
© tend with Doctor Khun,“ faid the gentleman, © he muf# attend 
& ruithout you; that is all.” A few days afterward, Ruſh, ſeeing Khun 
going to his old patient, called out to him: « He is out of danger 
e him! I defy you to kill him!“ 
* - Chun, * after his paſſing through jour kancls, he 
map, indeed, ſafely ſet death at defiance,” , 
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an account ih s pretty ( Apt ogy 
anger 


are not 
« the 


Ruſh, in 
I take this 
, whether you are or 


6th inſt. 


father, Dr. 


my 


of the 


;nerfally 
againſt 
paper 


method of demanding 


« Sir, 
« As you are 
« of the 


« Mr. 


When we confider the infolence of 


* the author of the ** 
of t ſaid publication. 
« on the migen will be conſidered 4 
ledgment of your guill. | 
« ] am, &c. 
« Jons Rus.” 


Roſs returned the note by telling 
= : note by the bearer, im 
jc new nothing of te. ſeo hs fer 
demand of en anſwer, and the broad imputation 1. 
2 nee 
er — 
2 part of Dr. Roſs muſt be deemed a mark of 
r 160 6 BY But an indica- 
* rin 
e. 
mann 
lowing words: KK 


TRAD 
Afterhaving read the contents of this ſecond ſcrap 
inſolence, for he cotons — a horſe- 


| 


n ” K — 


— en. 


(872 eie 3187 
Hh Rh I 
5H! 
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to 
© me, 


131 151 111 
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| refuſe to give it 
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| October 17, 1797- 
OSA AT 
( N _ ” — in the Jerſies * 
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note nine. He we 

This reached Ruſh in the evening. 832 

b gone the invitation ; for the 

t of + oa; for he 

and. Dr. Roſs took place on => 

* from his own door. But | - Gd | 

2 25 8 . old man, and 
of going to 


« out knowing the hh he is to go upon.” 


Ros. 
of mecting is to have 3 


Tube ſole purpoſe 
Ruſh for the ruffian of 
of which he confiders the 


of 
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Rus. 
ec Str, 


_ * 1 do not fear death, but I dare not offend God 
expoſing myſelf, or 8 to the 


22 ; I bare not in- 
&.. 


forgive you all the inj- 
* ries you have attempted to 


The treatment you received this morning from 
inſtigated directly or indirectly 

REO SE 

Fuppy-” Your note, without that in- 


There you fee him, reader ! That is he ! That's 
L- robber bm Ibis nods 3 


appear, I maſt tell you, that this patient Mur- 
gr, this © moſt rg and benevolent of man- 


of trouble. Several — into u hote 


a would, on no account, have been 
admitted, 


T3 

admitted, i came forward to give bail 
; for Doctor Rok, and thus the laſt effort of the meet 
 Ruſh's *©* benevolence” was defcated; but 
his philanthropy was yet unſatisfied, it mult be 

th was much too com | 
and of wit; of the fri- 
of the ſhallow Ruſh, he | 


opinions 
had frequent] expreſſed his contempt: this the 
* benevolent” "nan dies, for this this he hated bated him, and x 
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palpably abſurd to impoſe on the moſt i Ignorant per- | 
fon in the city. 


In whatever point of view we contemplate this 
affair, to whichever motive we aſcribe the conduct 
r 1 the treat- 


— 


HEE 
1 


OL, 
day; but in canfidering ſeparately, the 
this group of / s and 


I 


1TH 


2, 
7 


fence 


* 
— 


ail: 
Fight: 


— 


— — —— — — — 
2 — 
4 — 
5 


his head before a 


0s I 
« feeling, generous” ſon might, p2ſibly, have felt ſome 
thing ke remorte, when he tw the blood runmng 
down the forchead of a defenceleſs old man, ap- 
ing to threeſcore ; but be this as it may, the 
« benevolent Ruſh,” the Hippocrates of Penuſylva- 


© nia,” the © patient Martyr,” the © fuvig Angel,” 


remained unmoved, unfatisficd by the rengea Ace 
inflicted by the libeller and the ratfian. His piety, 
his Chriftian meckneſs, indeed, prevent him 
from expoſing his f. non creature to the chance of 


death in a duel, but it did not reſtrain him from 


ſending a filthy wretch to drag him through the 
fireets as a priſoner ; it did not reſtrain him from 
exulting at the indignities heaped upon Roſs; it did 
not reſtrain him from a at the Mayor's office 
to enjoy the pleaſure of ſeeing this old and reputable 
gentleman compelled to a as a criminal, to bare 
doughty magiſtrate, and expoſe his 
grey locks, yet clotted with the blood drawn by the 
2 of the Ruſhite; from theſe indulgences 
he was reſtrained neither by his benevolence, his 
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But,“ ſays the Engliſh reader, © did not the 
« people of Philadelphia hoot this fellow from their 


« city ? or, at leaſt, did not his conduct excite 


« univerſal 1 and abhorrence ?”—Oh, 
dear, no! Quite the contrary, John Bull ! The | 
Americans have a fort of morality which you do not 


yet underſtand, and which I pray God you never 
may. A full account of this vile tranſaction, of this 


exceſs of beggarly infolence and dattardly cruelty, 


had a partner worthy of ſharing with him. This partner was one 
Lhyd, a man juſt arrived in America, after a three years con- 
in Newgate. Let it be remembered allo, that the | 
whom and Bradford employed as editor to their paper, 
tenanted, but a few months before, the au of Calentta, Such 
were the proprietors and conductors vi the 3 „which con- 
1 extolled the character and Pract dice oi b. in, an as Conttante 
iy poured forth libels on! s oi Ponente, 
XO. 1. 1 


Was 
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was publiſhed in my paper, and in that of Mr. Fenno; 


but Dr. Roſs was well known to be a Briton by 
birth and a Royal;ft in politics, and, therefore, had 
young Ruſh off his head, and preſented it 
to his father in a charger, I do verily believe, that, 
amongſt all the hundreds and hundreds of American 
newſpapers, not a third would have been found to 
expreſs the leaſt diſapprobation of the deed *. 


Few readers will, I truſt, wiſh for any further 
information relative to the character of Ruſh and 
his ſon; but it ſeems to be no more than juſt to 
compare the ing fats with the culogium of 
Pleader Hopkinſon. <« do believe from my ſoul,” 
faid the bombaſtical 5 that Doctor 
* Ruſh is amongſt the moſt wot and hene vo- 
« Jent of mankind.” Again: He has ſons of nice 
«© feelmg and generous ſenſibility. — And again: 
« Mankter paſſions ſwell, agitate, and inflame the 
«© breaſts of his ſons. They burn, they burf# with 
ct iudignalion, rage, and woe. With difficulty the 
ce prudential advice, the parental command of the 
e father reſtrain their fury: with difficulty they are 
prevented from taking immediate vengeance on 
* their cruel oppreſſor. Be patient, my children,” 
e ſaid he, F am deeply mjured, but the laws of my 
4. country offer me fi- ft ice, av: Ad point out the road to re- 
& dreſs. It is tardy, but it is certain and ample. De- 
** lay may be painful to you, but the duties of a good 
r citizen require it.” This fuit then, 
* the hope of the juſtice that yoze will — 
29 have been the aa. aa 


ese on pror obs Roſs ſeems to have drawn 
he merit of the Ruſhes from obſcurity; for the Preſident, very 
ſoon afterwards, appointed the father Treaſurer of the Mint, and 
the fon & Surgeon in the Navy! Fiva Re/jublica! ! as our re- 
publican play- actors ſay at the bottom of their bills. 


2 Thus, 


190 
Thus, as I before obſerved, Hopkinſon not only 


extolled the lamb-like gentleneſs of Doctor Ruſh, 
but infiſted that it was his © prudential advice,” his 
«© parental command,” that refirained his manly fons 
tc from taking immediate vengeance” on me © their 
« cruel oppreſſor. But, my dear little Hail Co- 
lumbia“, do pray tell me, if Ruth's tal 
advice and parental command reſtrained his burning, 
burſting, raging, revenging, driving, deſperate ſons 
from attacking me, how came it to pats, that the 
ſame advice and command could not reſtrain them 
from attacking Doctor Roſs? That Koſs had of- 
ſended them more than 1 had, you will not, cer- 
tainly, pretend; for, let it be remembered, that the 
attack on Roſs was made after the fuit was com- 

menced againft me. Beſides, I republiſhed the very 
article for which the Ruſhes quarrelled with Roſs; 
they were /ere, therefore, that I was guilty,” as 
they called it, while, with refpect to the author, they 
proceeded merely upon ſiſpiciun. Tell me, then, I fay, 
thou © xuce-fecling” huſband of a wce-begotten 
ſpouſe Þ, why theſe burning, burfiing, deſperate 
tons did not come to attack me? Tell me how it 
happened, that they came to be ſo very obedient to 
the parental command in one inftance, and to to- 
tally regardleſs of it in another ? Tell me how the 
arm of the John Ruſh was withheld 
from à ffout man of thirty years of age, while nothing 
could withhold it from à tottcring old man of three- 
ſcore? Do you fay that the father's authority was 
not excrted in the latter infiance ? then, I aik, why 
was it not? Do you fay that old Ruth was not ac- 
quainted with the intended affault of his fon ? then, 
I tell you to read his laſt letter to Doctor Roſs, 


2 Hopkinſon wrote a wretched ſong, beginning Hail Co- 

+ This man had the baſeneſs to marry a baſtard of the pro- 
fligate Mifflin, and, as a reward, accepted of the office of Clerk to 
tie Orphans* Court, 


D2 where 
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where you will ſee, that, if he denies being 


the m- 
fligator of his ſon, he does not deny a knowledge of 
his intention; and you will alſo fee, that he, in no 
very unequivocal terms, juſtiſies his ſon's brutal and 
daiii.rdlv conduct. But, will you fay, after all, 
that the parertal command was not exerted, or was 
_ Inefiequa), be. auſe Roſs had called the fon an © in- 
& periiaeu preppy,” which I had noi done? This 
would be very bud ground for you to take; it would 
place your little ſkeieton in a very awkward po- 
fition; for, if the ; 1wwus father was, as he 
to he, ** priz-ipied egain't duelling, be ought, in 
one caſe as well as anoti.er, to have prevented his 
for from expoſing irnmiclf to © the chance of com- 
« mitting murder ;” on the other hand, if he ex- 
erted his authority without effect, what becomes of 
the nice feelings and generous ſenſibility” of the at- 
fectionate and dutiſul ton, who could be prevented 
from chaftifins a perſon that called his father @ guact, 
empiric, and a puſfer while not even the power- 
parental command” could reſtrain him from 
challenging and affaulting another, who had only 
called himſelf an © impertiment puppy?” 


an 
ful „ 


Still, amidſt all this hypotheſis, there may remain 
ſome little doubt; and, therefore, I ſhall cloſe the 
ſubje& with the relation of a fact which will admit 
of none. On the day that Dr. Roſs was aſſaulted, I 
publiſhed a ſhort account of the matter. Owing to 
the hafty manner in which I received ray informa- 
tion, this account was not perfe&tly correct, but it 
did not deviate from the truth in any effential point. 
Jolm Ruth, however, in a ſtatement which he pub- 
liſhed the next day, thought proper to give the 
world a ſpecimen of his high breeding, © nice feeling, 
and generous ſenſibility,” by concluding an addrets 
to me in the following words: I mutt ſtigmatize 
« you a liur and a perverting ru/cal. You call your- 


„ ſelf an Engliſhman, Euglithmen are brave, but 
ets jou 
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« you are a coward.” This language, the reader 
will allow, was rather harſh, confidering that it 
came from the fon of the merk Doctor Rufh, and 
confidering too, that he had made uſc of it after his 
father had, as Hopkinfon told the jury, defired him, 
and commanded him to be patient, and wait quietly, 
like a good citizen, for the due operation of the law. 

faid that Juck, though a veſſel of the third 
generation, fiill ſmelt ſtrongly of the old 2 | 
in Second Street. 


Unwilling to be t inferior to the ** nice- 
* feeling youth, in politeneſs, and fill more un- 
willing to be thought afraid of his bludzeon, I repaid 
him in his own coin, and with imercft, by publiſnh- 
ing his — and ſubjoining to it the 1 
remark— « N. B. I affirm this John Ruſh to be an 

* mpertinent puppy, a way-luying catvard, a liar, and 
da raſcal.” — The inappoſite, = fetched, bypocri- 
tical, cringing complanent to Eugliſi men | did not 
return; probably becaufe I had, Jul at that time, 


ccc eV» an 
 American*. 


Now, 


*The wiſe Doctor Ruſh, in his eulogium on Rittenhouſe, 
very fagaciouſiy n ſerves, that © Man is made for a Republic, and 
* a kepublic is made for Man. Whether the Doctor meant this as 
a digma or a conumdrum is not quite certain; but, however ne 
ceſſary he may think republicaniſm to the exiſtence of Man, it 
is pretty clear he does not believe in any ſuch neceſſity with re- 
ſpect to Woman ; for he bas married one of his daughters to a 


appears to be that cla- 
; republican, JF Kean, who, thongh continually —— 
2 Menarchy and Ariftocracy, has married his eldeſt 

the Spaniſh Ambaſſador, who is, of courſe, a ſubject to a 
King, are bears, befides, the — truth is, 
reader, all theſe men's abhorrence of Royaity and its appendages 
is ſheer * Whimſical, perverſe, and fooliſh as tl 
may be in other reſpects, in their profeſſions or this ſubject they 
have too much ſenſe to be ſincere. Their edging in © Fbnourable” 
and « re,” with their ignoble names, wherever they think it 
will 


it of the Royal Pro- 


6309 
Now, it will moſt aſſuredly be allowed, that war - 
laing coward, liar, and — are appellations full as 
provoking as chat of impertinent puppy; but in order 
to put to the teſt the fincerity of the plea for attack- 
ing Rob, I inſerted the very appellation, for which 
it was pretended he was attacked; yet I was never 
affaulted ; no Doctor Bullus came to peſter me with 
demands and challenges! Young Rufh, in juſtifi- 
cation of his ruffian-like affault on Doctor Rots, told 
the public, that though his father was inclined to 
wait, with patience, the decifion of a jury, he, for 
his part, was not. I have zo,” fold the burning, 
burſting blade, © been able to reduce my feelings 
* to the ſame degree of compoſure. Wonderfully 
ſtrange feelings! They were one day rouſed to bru- 
tal violence, 41 the appellation of inbertinent puppy, + 
and the next, they remained totally unaffected by 
the very ſame appellation, with the aggravating ad- 
dition of coward, har, and raſcal! With men of 
common feelings, however iraſcible their tempers, 
age and infirmity are always looked upon as a pro- 
tection from perſonal vengeance: to men of common 
ſevfibility, for injuries received from the old and in- 
firm, the law offers the only means of obtaining re- 
dreſs. But the Rufhcs proceed upon maxims dia- 
metrically the oppoſite of thefe. Their © mice feeling 
« and generous ſenfibility” teach them to go to war 
with the old, and to law with the young; to attack 
weakneſs with a bludgeon, * a writ! 


After detailing theſe well eſtabliſhed facts, it 
would be ſuperfluous to add the ſcores of others 


of nearly the fame fort, which might be produced. 


ill be tolerated, proves to you, that men are now what they 
were in the 3 — and admoniſhes yon, that whenever 
you hear a Citizen expreiling his contempt for titles, you ſhould 


ak ages die as only ſpeaking a parody on the poor Fox's 


No 


farewell addreis to the grapes, 
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No man of integrity and common ſenſe can want 
farther proofs; and as 1 write for the fatisfac- 
tion of neither knaves nor fools, I ſhall now take my 
leave of the Doctor as a Moruliſt, and confider him 
under the character of a politician, a philoſopher, and 
a phyffetun. 


« And why will vou, exclaims the reader, © teafe 
me with to frivolous and deſpicable a ſubject ?” 
—l acknowledge the juſtice of the reproof; but | 
beg leave to obterve, that the undertaking is not a 
voluntary act. It has, like Ruſh's br ih "and mural 
claracter, been forced on me by the printed report ot 
the trial ; and, therefore, whatever honour he may 
derive from the examination, muſt be attributed to 
the tuperabundant zeal of his own advocates; or 
rather, perhaps, to his diſcretion, in — engaged 
them on a conditional fre k. 


Thefe impaſſioned pleaders. who ſeem to have 
thought that they heard the ſweet chinking of 
the Engliſh g guineas at the cloſe of every period, not 
content with repreſenting their client as anmacu- 
& late,” as the moſt © lender, the moſt meet, the 
« molt unsffending, and the moſt bererolent of man- 
* kind,” could not refrain from adding to their 
vocabulary of ſuperlatives, the molt © patriotic” and 
moſt lieus e. They defired the enlightened jury 
to obſerve well, that Doctor Ruſh was a ſaving 
© angel” and a © republican;” while the defendant | 
was a . demon, a © royal,” and (fill rifing in 
the climax) a © Britiſh fidjet.” —* My client, d 
Hopkinton, « has often drawn his pen in the jervice 
= his country. His fame has ſpread as extenſi vely 
as our commerce. Il. -.us added a freſh and bluum- 


* Their bargain was 0 have one lulf of wh tever they could 
get aut of me!!! 


| 6c ing 
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© ing laurel ta the head of American genius. He has 
* 4 ne much to reſcue the American name from that ob- 
e hguy and contempt, which ſome of the proud phi- 
* — of Europe would caſt upon us, ranking 
te us as inſerior to themſelves in the order of beings.” 


W far as it went; but I mar- 
vel much, that the zcalous Hopkinſon, who is him- 
ſelf an author both in proſe and verſe, did not en- 
large, did not go into tome detail, on fo charming a 
ſubject. I am ſurpriſed that he did not tell the jury 


Wat ſervices Ruth's pen had rendered their coun- 


try; that he did not explain to them how this great 
man had reſcued the American name from obloquy 
and contempt ; that he did not delight their eyes as 
well as their cars, by Heteing them ſome of the ſprigs 
of the freſh and blooming laurel. So indufirious 
an advocate ought, methinks, to have recollected the 
inſtantaneous effect which Mark Antony produced 
on the ſovereign people of Rome 22 
diſplay of a piece of blotted parchment ; and though 
poor Pennſylvania bears none but boffurd laurel , 

the nice · feeling Hopkinſon might eafily have 
come into court with a bunch of TnAr ander his 
arm. It might not, indeed, have been very ſreſi or 
very blooming ; but, I dare fay, 56 
ha ve ogled it with ſingular delight. 


This omiffion on the part of Hopkinſon aftoniſhes 
me the more, when I confider that he might have 
entered into particulars with fo little trouble to him- 
ſelf, and fo much adv to his ingenious and 
learned client. Ile had nothing to do but to open 


* The laurus 194/75 will not grow in Pennſylvania. The fort 
found there is that which botaniſts call the lalmia, or dwarf 
laurel; and, becauie it comes by chance, and is never cultivated 


and regularly 5 the vulgar call it the bafard laurel. The 
poĩſonous. 


28 hunks aud berries that t dears are 


the 


ſubjef, and ſent her to live under the 


love for JC 
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the Doctor's works, and go on from ſubject to ſub- 
ject, comparing his theory with his practice, and ex- 


patiating, at every cloſe, on his proſundity and con- 
ſiſtency. Beginning with the Politician, he might 
have ſhown, from Ruſh's eulogium on the Prefident 
of the Democratic Society, that he infiſied on a re- 
public's being the only government fit for a human 
being to live under; and he might then have ob- 
ſerved, as a proof of the eulogiſt's fincerity, that he, 
in a year or two after, marricd his daughter to * 
a King. Further, he might have ſhown, from the 
ſame work, that his client the moſt ardent 
perſonal independence, and might have 
given another ſtriking proof of his ſincerity, by re- 
marking, that he, immediately afterwards, ſolicited 
and obtained a fat poit for himſelf, and another for 
his fon, the © generous” bludgeoniſt. From Rufh's 
Account of the Ycllow Fever of 1793 (written be- 
fore he got into placc), Hopkinſon might have ex- 
hibited to the jury a great number of proofs, that the 
or was not an admirer of revolutions in medi- 
cine only, and that, fo full was he of the politics of 


Tom Paine, he could not refiſt the temptation to 


hail the approach of the auſpicious day, when 


* the general uſe of calonicl, jalap, and the lance?” 
(mercitul God ! © ſhall be confidered among the 
* moſt eſſential articles of the knowledge and Tights 


* of Man!!!" —If the jury had felt (ot which, how- 


ever, there was little tear) any qualms of conicience 


at the tremendous prediction, the fagacious pleader 
might, like Timotheus of old, have changed both his 
ſubject and his tone, and returning to the Doctor's 
mazy dance of politics, have followed him from the 
Blue-ſtocking and Yellow-wigs to the Conſtitution- 


alifts, from them to the Republicans, from the Re- 


publicans to the Jacobins, and from the Jacobins to 
the Federalifts, amongſt whom Mr. Adams has 


NO. I. | E diſcovered 
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diſcovered the art of keeping him ſteady, by 
him, his family, and relations, an ample 
the loaves and fiſhes *. 


Proceeding to the Philoſopher, it was peculiarly 
incumbent upon Hopkinſon to ſhow how the Doctor 
had added a freſh and blooming laurel to the head 
& of American genius,” and what he had done to 
© reſcue the American name from the obloquy and 
« contempt caſt upon it by the proud phi 
e of Europe.” 


giving 
thare of 


8.8. N 


Iii 


1 


at the Doctors 
be © too harſh,” 
quit the ranks of a 


+ grant” (as the King is called in the Declaration of Indetendence 


by 


in. 
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learned philoſopher, that the longevity of the an- 
tediluvians was entirely owing to their breathing 
depblogiſticated air ; for that, before the deluge, 
there were none of thoſe noxious vapours, which, 
in this our day, ariſe from fiagnate waters! 


In Ruſh's Treatiſe on Education, Hopkinfon 
might have found two fundamental principles: iſt, 
That true learning a total ignorance of the 
learned languages, the ſtudy of which not only waſtes 
the time at a precious period of liſe, but, by giving 


in order to join the ſtandard of Liberty; and, though there was an 
eath in his way, he nobly ſurmounted the obſtacle. 


ri 
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army 
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was, 
URY, vol. ii. p. 205) a Major and 
After the 


war was over, he 
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ancient notions, precludes the poffibility of inftilling 
modern ideas into youthful minds* : 2d, That chil- 
dren ſhould have ſharp knives, chiffels, hatchets, 
ſhears, and every ſort of edge-tool, to play with; 
becauſe clipping a noſe, or chopping off a finger, 
is a trifling accident in compariton with the advan- 
tage to be derived from an early knowledge of the 
uſe of theſe infiruments. If the Doctor had written 
his Treatiſe at a later period, he certainly would not 
have omitted the Guillotme, of which uſeful revolu- 
tionary infirument there is an excellent model kept, 
for the inſtruction of the citizens, in the Philadel. 
phia Muſeum ! ! ! | 


There was one leaf of the Doctor's philoſophical 
laurel, which his eulogiſt ſhould on no account 
have forgotten: I allude to his learned Treatiſe on 
the colours of the fkin. In this Treatiſe, which is 
to be found in the fourth and laft volume of the 
Tranſa:tions of the American Philoſophical Society 
(of which Ruth is a very worthy member), he en 
deavours to, and — he does, prove, that the 
culour of the Negrocs folely from the le- 
proſy, and that, when the race ſhall be purged of that 
diſeaſe, they will all turn white!!! 


After having produced theſe ſpecimens of the freſh 
and blooming laurel, theſe convincing of 
Ruth's tuccetsful efforts, as a philoſopher, t9 reſcue 


the American name frun con rEArr, Hopkinſon 


might have given the Jury a ſketch of his patriotic 
endeavours in the es of a Phyfician. He 
might have quoted a book, written by Doctor Ruſh, 
Jong ago, in anfwer to Cadogan's Treatife on the 
Gout, wherein the Penntylvanian ** Fhippocrates'* 


* Ruſh deſpiſes a knowledge of the learned languages for 
much about the ſame reaſou that an ugly old hag defſpiles beauty. 


recommends 


& 


recommends hot ſuppers and good living at night, for 
this wiſe reaſon; that nature has a deal of bufinets 
during the day, in ſupply ing muſcular motion and 
the operations of the mind, and, ot courfe, cannot 


attend to digeſtion, which is heſt 
when ſhe has nothing elſe to do! 


He might have produced the Doctor's Effay on 
Conſumptions, where he fays, that going to fea was 
tor th: t diſeaſe, only when the patient ſhould 

be obliged to live as failors before the matt do, and 
be frequently expofed to cold, to wel, to hard labour, 
to cearſe diet and rough uſage: that going into the 
country for the ſalubrity of the air, was, in ſuch 
complaints, abfurd, uniets the patient were made to 
work at the plug , to be out in all weather, and to 
return home after mght ; and that, when a man is fo 
weak that he cannot fit upon a horſe, it is a ſtrong 
indication that ke ought to ride “l. 5 


performed in ilcep, 


He might have had the evidence of ſeveral medi- 
cal gentlemen in Philadelphia, that Doctor Ruſh 
recommends bleeding in the dropyy and in the ague, 
becauſe in theſe there are inflammatory ſymptoms !!! 
—And, if any one of the Jury had had the audacity 
to obſerve, that this was like brandy being a predo- 
minant 1 ient in pure water, or firc being con- 
cealed in ice, Ruſh might have ſued him for 


Hopkinſon might have appealed to the 
of the Pennſylvania Hoſpital (one of whom, the 
f{:ek-headed Coats, was, indeed, all the time at his 
elbow), and theſe gentlemen could have told the 
Jury, that Doctor Ruſh, the modern Hippo- 
* crates,” cauſcd a thing like a gallows, with a rope 
ſuſpended from it, to be erected in their yard, for 
he purpoſe of curing inſanity by firirging ; that the 


1 

patients, on viewing this well-known engine, 
Þ cos mobs, thought they were 
brought out to be and that, aſter the firſt 
operation, they 1 they had a temporary re- 


prieve, das ware, the next time, to be tacked ap 
earneſt! 11! 


But, of all the fins of omiffion of which mortal 
man was ever guilty, Hopkinſon's neglecting to 
detail, and expatiate on, the Doctor's ſyſtem of 
depletion, was certainly the moſt heinous and un- | 
pardonable. What makes this conduct the more | 
prepoſterous is, that Ruſh's lawyers, and the Judge, 
made it a great crime in me, not te have exammed the 
Hftem! Pleaſe heaven, they ſhall not have to charge 
me with the like omiffion this time; for if I leave 
unexpoſcd any one of its abſurdities; if I leave un- 
related one anecdote in the hiſtory of blood, it ſhall 
be for want of knowledge or of memory, and not 
for want of inclination. 


[To be continued. | 
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REPUBLICAN FRANKNESS AND GRATITUDE 
EXEMPLIFIED IN THE CONDUCT OP 
| DOCTOR MEASE, 
THE PUPIL, THE FRIEND, AND ONE or THE 
WITNESSES OP RUSH. - 


« Read this, my young blade, and then ts dinner 
& FW ith what appetite you may. 


THIS Doch Meaſe was one of thoſe men, who 
volunteered in the ſervice of retailing to a 


Court and Jury certain words, which in a tete · A. tete 
converſation he heard me utter, reſpecting my re- 


ſolution to Ruſh for his infolent appeal to 
the law againſt Mr. Fenno and me. My cou 


Mr. Harper, who ſeemed anxious to find ſomething 
to commend in every one who gave ſatisfactory 
proofs of being my enemy, was kind enough to ob- 
terre, that the three witnefles (_ among the 
reſt) were ** gentlemen reſpeFability ror 
„ THEIR AGE. What LF oof. tacking on the 
phraie, be. their age, I cannot think. Did he 
mean, that they were rendered reſpectable by their 
gray locks, or that, confidering their beardlejs chins, 

they were very retpectable fellows? Either mean- 
ing was equally nonſenſical, for they were all three 
about * years of age; fo that * for their age, 

was an unmeaning expletive, clapped in to ward off 
the charge of having beſtowed on theſe voluntecr 


IG his unqualified approbation. 


Bat, however ref] Meaſe might be for his 
age, I am perſuaded, that, after the relation of the 
tollowing — 2 he will be more reſpectable for 
mn franknejs 1 * * 


Neafe 


. 

Meaſe was, during the yellow fever of 1797, 
Phyfician of the port of Philadelphia; it was his 
bulineſs to inſpect all entering veſſels, and if they 
had fick on board, or came from certain places, it 
was his duty to make them perform a quarantine 
oppoſite the fort. That he was extremely fit for 
this poſt every one muſt allow, who conſiders that 
he believed, with his famed preceptor, that the yel- 
low fever was generated in the air, and that it could 
not, in any cale whatever, be auported. And who 
can enough admire the ſubmiſfivenets of the poor 


ſovereign people, who, without daring to remon- 


frrate, ſuffered their health and lives to remain at 
the mercy of fuch a man ? 


The © reſpe&able” Meaſe, to whom the Governor, 


Mifflin, had given the poſt as ſo much of the public 


' which he was obliged to beſtow on ſome one 
elſe than himſelſ, ated as might be expected. Very 
few veſſels were ſiopped ; and the Board of Health 
having forced Mifflin to Tue a lamation for- 
bidding the entrance of certain veſſels into the ports 
of Pennſylvania, Meaſe ſuffered them to go by the 
fort, by which they were enabled to get up * Bur- 
lington in New Jerſey. The Mayor of Burlington 
complained of it to Mifflin, who anſwered his jetter 
with expreſſions of regret at the conduct of Meaſe, 
which he called oh ly irregular.” That this epi- 
thet was far too mild to 12 applied to an act of diſ- 
obedience, fo to audacious in itſelf, and fo Jangerous 
in its conſequences, every one muſt perceive. In- 
deed, the poor ſov of Philadelphia, 
though they dared not ſpeak 
fiance, grumble moſt bitterly ; and ſome of them 
had even the courage to declare (in a whiper), that 
the intolent Ruſhite ought 8 of his 
place; in which opinion the reader will, I think, 
periectly * ve ĩth them. 


out, did, in this in- 


— 


I 
— 
8 V 


| beſides, the 


tC 3 
So thought not, however, the pupil of Ruſh. A 


man who had learned to bleed and under thc 
Penaſylvanian © Hippocrates,” was not, though in 


terms the moſt gentle, to be cenſured with impunity. 


But the young man was for ſome time at a loſs for a 
mode in which to obtain vengeance. Mifflin, 
though ſank to the loweſt ebb, had yet ſpirit encugh 
left to beat forty Ruſhites together; and he bad, 
of reducing Meaſe's revenue 
from about goo dollars a year to zo/hing. Duly im- 
prefſed with theſe circumſtances, and wiſely refolv- 
ing fiill to go to bed with a full belly and whole 
bones, this ** gentieman, reſpectable for his age,” 
fell upon a way of giving poor Mifflin a fiab, with- 
out letting him ſee the baſe and perfidious hand by 
which it was given: in purſuance of this his intention, 
he ſent me the following note, and paragraph, which 
I now copy from his own hand-writing : 


c Dear Sir, 
« If you do not think he * 
hs to come out in your name (in which | have 
* taken the liberty to write it, and which I hope 


* you will excuſe), do not inert it, but 23 
* would thank you to publith it. 


&© Your friend, 
« Mr. Wm. Cobbett.” 


„% James Meass. 
« Sept. 20. 


PARAGRAPH. 

* PeTEr Porcueivs has this day publiſhed Dr. 

* Meaſe's letter to the Mayor of Burlington“, ex- 
* „ plaining the principles upon which he acted, in 
permitting certain veſſels 1 to Burlington [a 
2 9 to paſs his ſtation without perform- 


* This humble though ſhuffling excuſe 
Gb, Ab Ja 
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« ing quarantine; and, in Porcupine's 
Joh! you —_— lying dog !] “is fully tatisfac- 
&* tory. As an officer of Penntylvania, Dr. Meaſe 
% would have acted in a very arbitrary manner, had 
be done otherwiſe.. [What a cat's paw, what a 
quibbling, what a villanous miſcreant this fellow 
withed to make of me ! , The Governor fays Dr. 
„ Meate's conduct was 125 irr , and that he 
© will ſanction no act that may injure the feelings 
c of the citizens of Burlington; but this we all 
- is mere fiuff, for that he” [the very man 
who had given him his place !] © does not care a 
cent for their feelings, ded his own depraved 
ce ſenſations are gratified by the brandy-bottle !—The 
* more the s principles are the 
c more it is diſcovered that he is a rank Anfiocrat, 
«© under the cloak of a Democrat. Hence be withes to 
4 make his Proclamations” extend to 


« the law” (a ſubterſuge worthy of a Ruſhite], 
„ it appears, which authorizes him to iffue this 
ce proclamation, ſays it ſhall not. When in the 
4 drunken frolics with the rabble” [this ſellow was a 
declared Democrat ! * in 1794, in which the Go- 
e vernor | [and where Meaſe was one of 
the © rabble”)] « to celebrate the unrders and aff” 
* fnations of the cut-throat French, he drank, © Laws 
«© and no > but here we ſee he wiſhes 
+ proclamations to go beyond laws.” 


If any thing more than this be wanted, I am 
ready to prove, upon the oaths of myſelf and my 
clerk, that Mr. Harper's © gentleman of reſpecta- 
& bility he dee” rere 
ſon, requeſted me to publiſh the above 

and told me that he wiſhed to keep his own name 


out of fight, becauſe people knew he was under } 
oMigations to Ales | JH — 


4 «© Never 
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cc Never pray more, abandon all remorſe, 
For nothing canſt thou to damnation add 


Such, reader, is the pupil of Ruſh; ſuch is the 
n_— — ——— 
he boaſts, and of whoſe perfidious aid he avai 
himſelf, in order to oppreſs his and awe 
them into filence ! It is not, I truſt, neceffary for me 
to ſay, that I refuſed to publiſh t he paragraph, and 
become the inſtrument of the mean and affaffin-like 
vengeance of this wretch; neither is it 
for me to ſay how much he hated me for 
the refuſal, nor what were his motives for volunteer- 
ing in that act of abominable baſeneſs, which has 


Were not Meaſe a 
would, upon 


a man leis to take him by the hand, that he ſhall 
fill be embraced by and, if occafion ſerve, 
fill eulogized by Harper. 


Ruſh- Li ght. 


No. 0. II. 
28th Feb. 1800. 


RUSH AND HIS SUPPORTERS. 
| (Continued from No. I. page 38.) 


De Ruſhite Syſtem of Depletion, with a Sum of 
Porcupine's Reaſons for oppoſing it. 


e The Fever 


began to ravage the city and 

4 ſuburbs; fo that 23 

« work, and it may eaſily be conceived what 

« a quantity of innocent blood wwas ſpilt. Bate 

« ] —— 

died. GIL BLAS. 


Taz novel ſyſtem, adopted by Ruſh, is moſt 
aptly denominated, the ſyſtem of Depletion ; for the 
merit of it entirely confifts in emptying the veins and 
the inteſt ines with an expedition heretofore unknown 
and unheard of. Of the effects of this ſyſtem, the 
people of America have heard and felt but 
of its origin many of them are totally 1 nt. For 
molt of the great diſcoveries, eſpecially thoſe which 
| have contributed to the depopulation of the earth, 
we are indebied to what appears to have been mere 

accident ; which was alfo, in ſome fort, the mother 
af the Syſtem of „ 


* 6 A 


| courſe of advancement, he had ever been upon the 
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« As yet ſnuffling was not,” when a puritanical 
king-killing faint ha to be led by the Spirit to 
viſit a holy fifter, who gave him a preſent that broke 


down the bridge of his noſe. And, as yet EU 
RIAL PURGES, and 


were not counted amongſt the means of preſerving 
" hap 


life, when the Pennſylvanian ** Hippocrates 
pened to ſtumble on a ſmoky old manuſcript preſent 
received from Doctor — But, before I enter 
on the particulars of this fortunate accident, I muſt 
ſtate certain circumſtances by which it was preceded. 


Rousn had conftantly endeavoured to place him- 
ſelf at the head of ſomething or other; and, as is 
common with poſſeſſed of vanity too great 
to ſuffer them to remain quiet in obſcurity, and of 
talents too contemptible, or tempers too fickle to 


enable them to attain ſuperiority _- 


ſearch for ſome diſcovery, ſome captivating novelty, 
to whic!: he might prefix his name, and thus reach, 
at a fingle leap, the at which men ſeldom ar- 
rive but by — cautious, and painful approaches. 
To a determination to become a great man, in de- 
fiance of nigeardly Nature, might be fairly attri- 
buted all the folemn fooleries of this verſatile Doc- 
tor, who, in his impatient purſuit after fame, had 
c and changed from ſcience to ſcience, till at 
laſt, like the firaggling hound, he had the mortifi- 
cation to ſee himſelf outſiripped in the chaſe by 


the flow-motioned companions whom he formerly 
defpiſcd *. 


* Juſt ſuch another being is that pefilential writer, Noah Web- 
fter, jun. EV. This poor creature, who, had he been content 
to move in that ſphere for which alone Nature intended him, 
would, by this time, have been a very tolerable teacher, and 


would have rere, 
vanity 
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Various were the tricks that he tried ; Religion, 
Morals, Jurit Literature, Economy, Po- 
 litics, and Philoſophy all became, at times, the ſub- 
je& of his plans and his Still, however, 
fame fled from his graſp. His Original Effays,” 
though aided by puffs in abundance, excited a 
laugh, and that was all. The learned languages 
Verꝛre ſtill taught in the ſchools; little girls ſtill played 
with dolls, and parents fiill kept ſharp knives and 
pointed ſciſſars from the hands of their children; 


men fiill uſed tobacco, and women continued to 


ſweeten their tea with Weſt India ſugar. Thus 
baffled, thus firſt defpiled, and then forgotten, as an 
author, the Doctor faw no hope of rendering him- 
ſellf diſtinguiſhed but as a phyſician. On this, there- 
fore, he appears to have reſolved, much about the 
time that the Yellow Fever of 1793 offered an op- 
portunity favourable to the enterpriſe. He had, * 
thoſe arts which men of his ſtamp never fail to em- 
obtained ſome trifling marks of reſpect 


el nan aer ks in Europe; 


iy an reſumption — — objet 
. bodies a Ruſh TS one —.— 
= — juſt ren appointed a rexher in the 
Academy, is worth relating. 


SCENE THE STREET. 


Enter Ruſb and Webſter. 
Reb. —How d do, m dear friend? 1 congratulate 
Heben Fae 4 ny 
er —You may, if you pleaſe, Sir, congratulate Philadel- 
Phia on the occaſion ! !! —( They embrace.) 

* Ruſh's obſerved that his learned client 
hay ns plader, Hopkinton, oder from the Ea Indies, and 
from the Ja Jdies. I ſhould like to know whether theie ho- 
IR 

| G'S 
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he had thruſt himſelf into many of the public in- 
ſtitutions in America; he read chemical lectures to 
the young Ladies“ in the Philadelplua Academy, 
and clinical lectures to the young D tors” in 
the univerſity of Pennſylvania; but all this dicl nut 
make him a firſi- rate medical man. His prac ice 
was ſtill confined to that clats of people iO are not 
the beſt qualified to judge of, or the moit able to 


To recover his loſt ground, to reiteve himſelf 
from this humiliating fituation, and to tower over 


the Negroes or Mulattoes. Probably King Touſſaint, hearing 
that our famous ph ebotomiſt is Tłe du: er of the Mint, m y have 
conceived him to be a perſonaye worthy of his “high conſi : cra- 
*tion.”” I wonder Hopkin:ion had not produced foine proot of his 
client being held in great eſteem by their Maj fties, Kings Bulle 
Dog and Hanging-Maw, at whote court he himfclt had the honour 
of a public audience. 8 bl 
But another of the pleaders, Ingerſol, went further. He told 

the jury, that his client was an honorary member of almoſt every 
Society in „or in the world. When I was a boy, we uſed 
to fay, that almoff and hard-by faved many a lie; but, I can hardly 
allow Maſter lngeriol to take ſhelter — this _ 
the learned ſocieties that ought to be ſuppoſed capable of judgi 
of Ruſh's merits, are, —— thoſe of Great — — 1 
can aſſure che reader, that, notwithſtanding all the efforts of the 
Doctor, his name has never met with any thing worthy of being 
called honour from thoſe ioc ieties. He has, indeed, bern notic 
by two or three little knots of viſionaries in France and Germany, 
amongſt whom any man may purchaſe an honorary memberſſup 
with the price of a pair of thoes a-piece for the prefident and vice- 
fidert.—Ingeriol def: ended to partic ulars, and in this he was 
gularly forrunate. He mentioned Dr. Trotter as having borne 
to the merits of Ruſh ; but, without knowing, perhaps, 
that Dr. Trotter had alto borne teſtimony, and in a more decided 
and public manner, to the merits of Perkins*s metallic points! ! ! 
It is pity the pleader had not been apprized of this fact. What 
a fine opportunity for cxuiting at the triumph of American genius 
over the * oblequy and comempt caft upon it by the proud*philo- 
„ fophers of Europe!“ And let it be remembered, too, that thele 
two great men have ariien /nce the revolution; fince theſe ſtates 
have been a Repullic. Had ſuch lights begun to blaze forth 
under the Monarchy, I doubt that ſume one would have been 
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the heads of his envied brethren, he ferzed, with 
uncommon alacrity and addreſs, the occafion pre- 
ſented by the Yellow Fever, the fearful ravages of 
which were peculiarly calculated to diſpoſe the minds 


of the panic-fi:uck people to the tolerance, and even 
to the admiration of experiments, which, at any 
other time, they would have rejected with diſdain. 
Beides this debilitated fiate of the public mind, 
Ruth had ſeveral other circumſtances in his favour : 
the only newſpaper (that of Brown), which conti- 
nued to circulate in the city, was almoſt entirely 
under his control; his clamorous proſeſſions of 
republicaniſm had gained him numerous partizans 
amongtt the claſs of citizens who could not flee to 
the country ; and the phyficians, whoſe opinions he 
had to encounter, though highly reſpected by all 
claſſes, were men of too peaceable a turn to enter 
the field with a perſon, who ſerupled not, at the 
very opening of the campaign, to carry the war into 
the public prints; and t many of them were 
by no means deficient in point of ſpirit, they proba- 
bly thought it beneath the dignity gry charac- 
ters to engage in a conteſt, of any fort, with a 
Diſcoverer of Nyftrums. The reflecting on theſe cir- 
cumſtances, which would have damped the ſpirit of 
a man of real ſcience, acted as a ſtimulus Ah the 
enterprifing Ruth, who, fo that he a name 
amongſt the multitude, ſeemed totally regardleſs as 
to its being purchaſed by the contempt of "his ſkilful 
contemporaries *. 


He 


Many are the anecdotes which the relate of the 
diſguſting vanity of this man; but 1 do not, at — recollect 
one ſo perfectly in character as the following. Ruſh had advanced, 
in oue of his lectures or effays, fome wild and ridiculous poſition, 
for which he was reproved by a gentleman who knew him. 
„Well, well,” replied he, never mind it; only ſay, it is & la 
* mode de RA. —Paltry, — vanity ! If, however, ace 


rie 


* 
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He did not, however, according to his own ac- 


count of the matter, go incautioufly to work ; but 
took all thoſe preliminary ſteps, which ſerve to give 
the air of plaufibility to an unjuſtifiable are. 
He firſt conſulted, as uſual, with the College of Phy- 
ficians ; he learnt the particulars, and tried, or pre- 
tended to try, the effects of the practice of every 
individual phyfician of note : then, and not before, 
he broached his grand difcovery. The manner in 
which this —— was made, with the pranks 
that he played betore and after it, if we could forget 
the melancholy circumfiances that accompanied 
them, furniſh an admirable ſubject for the pencil of 
a Molicre. 


At the firſt breaking out of the Yellow Fever, he 
made ule of * gentle purges * ;” theſe he laid afide, 
and had Rc to © a gentle vomit of ipecacuanha ;" 
next he © gave bark in all its uſual forms, of infuſion, 
« powder, and tincture, and joined wine, brandy, 
4 gromatics, with it; this was followed by ** the 
tc application of bliſters to the limbs, neck, and lead; 
thete torments were ſucceeded by © an attempt 10 


4. rouſe the ſyſtem by wrapping | the whole body in blankets 


« dipped in warm vinegar ;” he next © rubbed the 


ce right fide with mercurial ointment, with @ view of 
8 exciting the afion of the veſſels through the medium 
f the liver; after this he again returned to bark, 


which he gave in large quantities, and, in one caſe, 


640 ordered it to be injected into the bowels once in four 
& hours;” and, at lait, having found, that wrap- 
ping his patient in blankets dipped i in Warm vinegar 


even to ſatiety.— By the aid of a Philadelphia 
Jury, he has procured an ample proviſion of — 2 


* See nis Account of the Yellow Fever of 1793» Page 19g and 
did 


the following. 


riey be ll is only with, that wifh is zow in fir way of being 


= — —ä—ũ——j —u—— —ä—ä' ! —_ *% F 


did no good, 


ardour to the inveſti 
and fora 


calls . Li 


1 
he directed buckets full of cold water 
« to be thrown frequently upon them!!!” 


Surprifing as it may ſeem, his patients died! Thus 


baffled, as he tells us, in every attempt to ſtop the 


ravages of the fever, he anticipated all the numerous 
and complicated diſtrefles attendant on peſtilential 
diſeaſes. © Heaven alone,” fays he, ** bore witneſs 


« to the anguiſh of my ſoul ! But” proceeds he in 


the ſame ſtrain of diſguſting egotiſm, I did not 
„ abandon a 


that the diſeaſe might yet be 
% cured. I had long believed that good was com- 
4 menſurate with evil, and that there daes not exiſt 

tc a difeaſe for which the goodneſs of Providence 

© has * not provided a remedy.” And modeſtly 
preſuming, that he was (as he afterwards boaſted in 
print) the inftrament choſen by Providence for dif- 
covering the remedy which it had in this caſe pro- 
vided, he tells us, that he applied himſelf with freſh 


gation of the Yellow Fever, 
long time in vain. © But,” fays he, be- 
« fore I deſiſted I recallected that I had, among ſome 
* old papers, a manuſcript account of the Yellow 
4 Fever, as it prevailed in Virginia, in the year 1741, 
* which had been put into my hands by Doctor 
& Franklin, a fhort time before his death. 
preſent, which was not the only one Franklin be- 
fiowed on Philadelphia, proved to be, in its quali- 
ties, ſomething like that which poor Hercules re- 


- 


* Reader, I ou to pay attention to the grammar of this ſen- 
Sd 1 oy > fre ya Aud he 
Eſſays ;”* that he has had the aſſurance to decry the 
mode of teaching followed in the ſchools and univerſities, and the 
tolerable impud-nce to propoſe its abolition, to make way for 
@ plan of his own It is aſtoniſhing that amongſt the hundreds of 
men of learning and genius who have been reviled by this illiterate 
pretender tu univerſal knowledge, no one has ever undertaken to 
expoſe him. 
Ruſh 
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Ruſh tells us (A. of Yellow F. of 1793, p. 197), 
that he was much firuck with certain pailages of 
this old manuſcript, but particularly win one, in 
wheck the writer obſerved, that an ill timed /cru- 
louſneſs about the treulugi of the body was of 
conſequence,” and he declared that he had 
« given a purge, when the was /o latu that it 
* could hardly be felt . — Reading on, Ruſh favs 
he came to the following words: — This evacu- 
ation muſt be procured by lenitive chologoque 


1 purges.” 


« Here,” ſays he, © I pauſed. —A new train of 
© ideas ſuddenly broke in upon my mind.” — L ie then 
mentions his former /cruples ; but, adds he, Dr. 
* Mitchill” [the man of the old manuſcript] . i. 
* moment diſſipated my ignorance and my fears. 
J adopted his theory, and practice,” and | with- 
out any trial] © reofved to follow them!!“ 


Har! ing, in a moment, ” formed this reſolution, 


to 


grai 
this purge, which the inventor ſometimes called the 
Sampſon of Medicine, was added copious blood-letting; 


= mot powerfed cn-apraater | 


With theſe remedies the Penntylranian 8. Hippo- 
_ © crates” ſet to work in the beginning of Septem- 
ber. This practice gained no partizans, 
amongſt the ignorant beings who were about his per- 
fon, or who at been his pupils. But, what 

with the public rage for wonder-working medicines, 


* I wonder whether this intrepid fellow was a progenitor of the 
modeff Dr. Mitchill of New York ? The latter is the founder of 
the © Mitchillanian”” fomething or other, I have forgotten what. 
| 4 | the 
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the noiſy boaſting of the Ruſhites, and the delicacy 
which LOT hinee an ford man 6s tis. HS 
and Wiſtar, the mercurial purges became popular, 
and the Diſcoverer, fo elated, that he 4 
. I Os ſtions of 

accordingly, on the 2h of itndes, 
828208 with an 
exulting recommendation of the ute of his ſpe- 
cifics, as 6—— EENINIS 


fick. 


Various were the publications that he now ſent 


through the papers, in the ſorm of 
Emm &c. in ove af which he that, in 
conferyuenre of his di „ there was no occaſion 


for fleeing to the country, for that the Yellow Fever 


and infolence of theſe publi- 
cations the reader will aſk for no comment, and 
NO. 17. H their 


Jalap It would be bighly preſumpt 
ed ts ro.p cos ns Wi 
c__— =  ——_ 

though ſuch unmerciful bleeding and ng fem 
D I ate the 
objections which ne GA by ls 
who were, who are, and who will remain, at the 
head of the medical profeſſion in America. 


Theſe gentlemen infified that the purges 


were of 
too draftic a nature; they compared them to a 
nic, and ſaid it was a doſe for a horſe.— They faid 
that the excited ſalivation, even to looſen- 
ing the teeth“. — They faid that it inflamed and 
lacerated the fiomach and the bowels; and, in 
proof, they cited a diſſection made at Buſh-bill, 
wherein were exhibited the horrid effects of the 
mercurial purges. —They further ſaid, and, 
as | was able to learn, with great truth, 
violent and dangerous purge, though 1 
evitably be deſtructive in weak * 
ſcribed indiſcriminately in all caſes, to 


* Ruſk replied to this objection hy ſaying, that he © ith 
but two caſes in which there was 2 /ofs of teeth from thi 
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both ſexes, and of all ages. Finally, when the calls 
of humanity compelled them, after long forbear- 
ance, publicly to proteſt againſt theſe dreadful 
doſes, they reprobated the uſe of them in the ſtrong- 
. 4— Doctor Currie, who was one of the 
deluded Philadelphi I 
ware of the new remedies ; for, faid he, the mode 
* of treatment adviſed by Dr. Ruſk cannot, in the 
«© Yellow Fever, fail of being CERTAIN DEATH.” 


As to the bleeding part of the practice, the ſame 


Jo each of theſe objections Ruſh replied by pro- 
ing patients who had ſurvived the treatment ob- 
jected to! That is to ſay, by proving to the ſatiſ- 


* Ruſh, in replying to this objection, has theſe words : * As 


La proof that I did not draw one ounce of blood too much, 


1 
faction of the moſt incredulous, that every one he 
touched did not die! N ever contradicted him ; 
for it was never doubted, that there were conſtitu- 
tions capable of reſiſting even his For 
inſtance, he mentions Mr. Mierken as being able to 


work in the ſugar-houſe, in nine days after his laſt 
bleeding ; but, r not to ſay how 
much, or rather how little, blood Mr. Mierken loft, 


and, in the language of one of his opponents, he 


remembers to forget to ſay that Mr. Mierken is the 
Hercules of Philadelphia ; that his amazing 


is proverbial, and that, as to his working in his ſu- 


2 it is as ridiculous as it would be to talk of 


an Admiral's working on board his ſhip.—But, 1 
ſurpaſſes 


know of no man who Ruſh in what is 
vulgarly called, cheating the devil of a lie. This 


ſtatement reſpecting Nr. „7 
cimen of his candour. 


His co- operators in the practice above deſcribed, 
were his former pupils, Leib, Porter, Annan, Moad- 
houſe, and Meaſe, men, who, as phyſicians, were 


ſcarcely known. Leib, to the cl of whos 


I ſhall dedicate ſome future Number of this 
fince the Fever of 1793, found it pru- 


work, 
dent to quit the heali 


og art, and become (God fave 

the while!) a legiſlalor. Of Dr. Porter I never 

heard, till he refigned his no-/alary poſt in the Dif 

„ becauſe his colleague Dr. R (the 

nited Iriſhman) had been turned out by the mana- 
s of that inftitution. Dr. Annan died of the 


hear his name mentioned t:ree times in my life. 
Meaſe, the grateful Mecaſe, the reader ſaw | 
of, in the firſt Number of the Ruſh-Light; but, if 

any criterion be wanted reſpecting his profeffional 


fician, let it only be IT 97, four 


ellow Fever. I never knew him; nor did I ever 


character, and the extent of his practice as a Fhy- = 
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after the of which we are now ſpeaking, 

ke thought himſelf REN in the office of Phyſician 
of the Port, which confined him to an iſland ſeveral 
miles from the city, upon a falary of about nine 
hundred dollars a year, an income little exceeding 
that of a journeyman mechanic in Philadelphia. 
As to poor Woodhouſe, or, as Ruſh calls him, Dr. 
Woodhouſe, I refer the reader to an article in the 
next Number, entitled the © RAvixe RusmTe.” 

To the above- named practitioners are to be added, of 


courſe, five pupils, who yet — under the 
tuition of Ruth. 


Such were the medical characters, of whoſe con- 
currence and whoſe aid the Doctor had to boaſt. I 
| ſhall now ſpeak of the irregular brethren and fiſter- 
hood, who were called in to aſſiſt in adminiſtering 
the potent myſteries, and whom the High Prieſt 
very properly calls the ** undiſciplined ſect of prac- 
* titioners.” Of this ſect, which was tolerably nu- 
merous, Ruſh records the exploits of a few of the 
moſt eminent ; theſe were, a Popiſi Prieft, a German 
Apothecary, an Audfioneer, two 6% If F/omen, and a 
brace of Negro Parſons, the REVEREND ARAsALTOM 
Joxks, and the REvVEREND Ricuand ALLEN *!! 4 


eflicient. Philanthropic dreamers may ſay 
- they may teil us, that we are all men, and all 
: Almighty hand; bur we fee that this fame Al- 


| equality with each other. he. © fie cureliiiee of is cheay 
were not completed by the admiiſion of members of the African 
race, the above-mentioned aid-de-camp of k uſh, the Rev. Mr. 


3c 
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Of this motley ſquad the two Reverend Negroes 
— been his favourites ; for, ſays he, they 
all the intervals in which were not 
in burying the - be the 
who were Rok. and m blee purging 
- ih agreeably to the directions (his direc- 
— & which had been publiſhed in all the newuſ- 
« papers.” He has the impudence to add, that the 
ſucceſs of theſe fellows ** was unparalleled by what 
eis called regular practice. But, aſk any man, who 
had the mortification to be a ſpectator of their ope- 
rations, and he will tell you what bloody and dirty 
work they made amongſt the infatuated creatures 
who ſubmitted to their treatment. 


When the reader caſts his eye on the wretched 
city; when he feces Ruſh's er, his JS 
perhaps, twenty grate apprentices beſides, 
all making p: ; and when he ſees 
the ſwiſt poiſon (for "ach mercury is, when impro- 
perly uſed) committed to the hands of old women 
and negroes, he will not be furprifed at the fatal 
conſequences : inſtead of aſſoniſhment at the vaſt 
increafe of the bills of mortality, he will find ample 
occafion for thankſgiving that a fingle man was left 


But Ruſh, on the contrary, bleſſed God for the 
diſcovery he had made, and for the ſueceſs of his 


practice. In his above-mentioned letter to Dr. 


had been © the unworthy inſtrument in the hands of 


thus exhibiting an impious reſemblance between the moſt 
foe; moſt facred functions; for he is ſtill dreſſed in Back, 
whether in his clerical or his lay character, and he ftill obeys the 
injunction to cry aloud and ſpare not, whether he peeps from the 
— op from the caimney, and whether his vociferations are 
directed againſt fin or againft foot. : 
« a kind 


Rodgers of New York, he modeſtly obſerved that he 
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ec a kind Providence of ing more than ninety- 
« nine out of a hundred of bis patients; and he had 
before, with not leſs modeſty, publicly proclaimed 
in Philadelphia, that, with the aid of his 
— Ge Fhver wan, << in point of danger and mortality, 
4 reduced to a level with the meaſles, the mffuenza, 
& or a common cold.” In his Account of the Yellow 
Fever of 1793, a work written after he had time to 
reflect, and to retract theſe aſſertions. he 
them with additional „and thus 
r an commption frm the hang 
of intentional falſehood. He gives no lj} of his pa- 
_ an omiffion not to be accounted for otherwiſe 
his affurance that ſuch a lit would give the 
2 is aſſertions, and, of courſe, withdraw the 
only prop by which the virtue of his famous diſ- 
covery was fi The evaſion, by which he 
GN” CT DC » 
pitiful that ever ſuggeſted itſelfl. I regret,” fays 
is not in my power to furniſh a lift of 

ly of them were poor 


other 
Gps 


ficult to write SD 
Grand Diſcoverer had ſeveral u 


at leaſt, I =" whey left ahve to take down the names 


of the patients. When I was in the army I fre- 
quently wrote from eight to ten regimental muſter- 
rolls in one day, amounting, in all, to about four 
thouſand names : Ruſh muſt have had a fearful 
trade, if his regiſter would have had more work 
than this. Moreover, ſuppoſe that, contrary to the 
_ dictates of common as well as to the laud- 
able example of Dr. Perkins and all other great 
diſcoverers, the regiſtering of the names had actu- 
ally been neglected, till the very hour when the 
Doctor regretted that he could not furniſh a liſt: 
how eafily might he have repaired the loſs by an 
advertiſement in the newſpapers, calling 
who had been cured by him, to ſend their names to 
his houſe ? He was not very delicate, God knows, 
in thruſting his remedies into vogue; and why he 
ſhould be more delicate in obtaining proofs of their 
wonderful effects, is, I think, hard to be ſatisſacto- 
rily accounted for. No doubt can be entertained, 
that his patients X Neve: 
rejoiced in an of bearing teſtimony 
the virtue of thoſe means by — 11 
„ of Gunth. Never did a heal- 
ing diſcovery fail of ſucceſs for want of certificates 
of its efficacy ; on the . — 
noſtrums are always indebted for J 
celebrity, to the importance which 4 | 
attaches to his exiftence, and to the vanity ae 

almoſt every one has, of appearing in print. 1 

repeat, therefore, that a notification in the papers 
would have received immediate attention ; and that 
the patients, whom the diſcovery had left alive 
w 


on all thoſe 


* See Ruſh's Account of the Yellow Fever of 1 
A when the reader has taken a view of this 


obftinacy ! Perverſe 
ing there was a man in your city, w 


healed you at a touch, you continued to die! Not- 
| purges were advertiſed at 
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the reputation of the ſaving Angel,” whom © a 
« kind Providence had ſent to your affiſtance !” 


But, it was not only amongſt the people in ge- 
neral that the Doctor met with this mortifying per- 
verſeneſs, even the members of his own houſehold, 
thoſe who dipped in the fame diſh with him, and 
. who were to ſhare in his honours, ſeem, in like 
manner, to have conſpired againft the fame of his 
diſcovery ; for, of his ſiſter and five pupils, all of 
whom were attacked with the Fever, four had the in- 


ac- 

and 

in ge- 

to the 

gal cacy of the new 

they whatever, be 

to the bret who were 

not only fully perſuaded but were 
fallible near Lang 2 ally happy few, 

who retided ſame roof with the faving 


* Angel” himſelf. Theſe 


* 


* =Y 


Z 
8 
; 
: 
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undoubtedly, kept in that ſtate of preparation re- 
commended in * Doctor's bills; they lived in a 
fine a'ry houſe, and wanted for no mental aſfſiſt- 
ance; they could not ſuffer for want of a ſimely ap- 
R for, befides that the great 
« Hi himfelf was always within call, 
each — the fiſter was himſelf a 
bleeder, and they all had the . 
continually under their fi : yet, notwithftand- 
ing all thete advantages, died no Jeſs than four out 
of the fr; and, as this is the only authentic record, 
from which a judgment can be formed of the Doctor's 
ſucceſs, we have an undoubted right to proceed, in 
our calculation, from the known to the unknown, 
and to conclude, accordingly, that, inftead of u- 
ing more than ninety-nine, he loſt at E 
out of every hundred of his ; and, to cloſe 
the mela account, it does not appear, from a 
lit which came out early in the Fever of 1797, un- 

der the of one of the pupils who had the 
good fortune to ſurvive, that this triumphant prac- 
tice, when carried to its full extent, ſaved or rather 
ſpared, more than twenty-two cut of the hundreds 
and hundreds whe were ſaid to have ſubmitted to 


it“! Well might Dr. Currie call upon his fellow 
citizens ** to _— eyes! Well might he affure 
them that R s yellow-ſever remedies were * c. 
* tain death + T 


rr all the Philadelphia 


ous bleeding; but, while the liſt itſelf ed, that 

ſometimes bled to 100 or 150 ounces, it could | 
perſons who had been able to retiſt 
ounces! Coxe did not perceive that 
of removing, the fears entertained of . 
takes of + he only followed the example of his 


ad this de a libel, let Ruſh profecute Dr. Currie. Nay, let 


Such, reader, was the origin, and ſuch were the 
firſt blefled fruits, of the far-famed em of Deple- 
tian. It remains for me to give m my reaſons for en- 


deavouring to explode it, and to juſtify the means | 


I made uſe of for that purpoſe. 


In the diſpute of 1793 Ruſh was fairly 
notwithſtanding he wrote more in r 
papers than all the other phyſicians put together, 
and notwithflanding he plyed his « dear Philadel. 

„ phians,” his dear fellow citizens,” with more 
than quantum ſufficit of that oily lingo, for which 
he has long becn renowned. His © dear fellow ci- 
* tizens” loved coaxing well e but they loved 
life better. Still refolved, however, not to acknow- 
rere 8 
tl the free wan over, and 
| of Validolid, he 
 wwrote @ book ; that book to which this pamphlet is 
fo 2 and which produced an effect 
y the contrary of the one intended. Men 


i rope the ran of offender. When Ruſh wrote his Ac- 
of the Yellow of 1793, he was, as the ſaying is, upon 
horſe. He had been fo flattered by a ſet of mean para- 
of various profeſſions, that he really began to think there 
Hence he had the andacity to deſpiſe, or to affet to defpiſe, the 

| | _ to deſpiſe, the 


rr 2 
in exiſtence. Ou 


could 


I 3 
could not be periuaded, even by the ſmooth 
ot — 2 wo death — 
to ſave liſe. 


When, therefore, FE" ſever again broke 
out in 1797, „ Flippocrates” and his pupils (who 
were the only that followed the practice) 
found very little to do. The faving Angel“ re- 
commenced writing in the newſpapers, but with 
ſomewhat leſs confidence and more caution than 
formerly. He did not (except in a few inſtances) 
addreſs himſelf directiy to his © dear fellow ci - 
but publiſhed letters, fent to him by his brethren of 


— © beter free uſd to ſome other of the 
learned tribe would appear, 28 by a letter 
requeſting information reſpecting his mode of prac- 
tice. On theſe occafions the Diſcoverer ſeldom 


los ne ths largely on the virtues of his re- 
hs rd of Guir aatletinn, ad. 


care to throw in a due portion of com- 
pliment to the {kill of his 


failed to 
medies, 


— phe ven de car 
wy ben Lenten tongs 


expreſs purpoſe of publiſhing their let- 
in the papers? And what object could they 


in view, in theſe indirect addreſſes to the pub- 
but that of extolling their own practice, of ad- 
z ; 


vancing 


Theſe tricks did not, however, paſs unperceived. 
Many gentlemen of Philadelphia (not phyficians) 
expreſſed to me their dread of the practice, and their 
2 jon at the arts that were made uſe of to ren- 
der it , and not without 
reaſon, that it was lawful, juſt, and fair, to employ 
a newſpaper in decrying what other newſpapers had 
been employed to extol. In fat, I wanted very 
little ion to induce me to endeavour to pre- 
vent a revival of that which I had always looked 
upon as a ſcourge to the city, in 1793, and which 
now, I was fully perſuaded, menaced the lives of 
my friends, my neighbours, my workmen, my cuf- 
tomers, and, in ſhort, of the 1 
amongſt whom I dwelt. Every thing ſeemed to 
threaten a return of the former conſternation and 
ity. The chariot * of the mighty Hippo- 
„ crates,” acain to rattle the lanes and 
alleys; the ſect of © undifciplined practitioners” 
were again taking the field; the Rev. Negroes had 
tucked up the ſleeves of their gaberdine, were pre- 
en throw away the ſcab- 
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the half-defcrted city, while the 
reſponſive howlings of the dogs © gave dreadful 
% note of preparation! | 


| Frigid indeed muſt have been my feelings, or 

cowardly muſt have been my heart, if, with a pub- 
lie print, ſuch as 1 held in my hand, I had, in a 
ſcene like this, remained a filent ſpectator. Far 
was it from me to think of a courſe ſo dĩſhonourable. 
I thought I ſaw approaching all the horrors of 1793, 
and both my intereſt and my duty commanded me 
to endeavour to avert them *. 


founded through 


For writing medical eſſays; for controverting ſci- 
entifically the wild poſitions of Ruſh and his adhe- 
rents, I acknowledged myſelf then, as I do now, 
totally unqualified. To the charges of ignorance 
in medicine againſt me by the great Hip- 
pocrates, I might, indeed, have found a triumph- 
ant reply in his own book on the Yellow Fever; I 
might have ed himſelf as a witneſs againſt 
himſelf; I might have quoted the paſſages, where 
he afferts, that the ſucceſs of the two ne „ in 
euring the Yellow Fever, was unparalleled by 
** what was called regular ice; that a hun- 
dred things are taught in the common ſchools, lefs 
uſeful, ** and many things more difficult than the 
** knowledge that would be neceffary to cure a Yel- 
low Fever, or the plague;” and that all the 
* knowledge neceffary to diſcover when blood-let- 


— 
oley ſeemed 
he a, 


NO. 11. K ting 
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„ ting is proper, might be taught to a boy or girl of 
* twelve years old in @ few hours ! I taught it,” adds 
8222 to ſeveral perſons during our late 
* It is time, exclaims he in ano- 
ther place, « to take the cure of peſtilential fevers 
e out of the hands of phyſicians, and to place it in 
*© the hands of the people! —1 might have ſhown 


that he very ly a the conduct of the 
Popiſh Prieft, who exhorted the other phyficians 
* to renounce the of ſcience, and adops the 
4 new remedies *." — „in ſhort, have | 


moſt ſatisfactorily, en 
— of this 3 innovator, I was duly 
and amply qualified to approve of, or to condemn, 
any mode of treating the yellow fever; and, indeed, 
had I been fool or knave enough to join his troop of 
Mock-DoQtors, I could probably have talked very 
learnedly about MI 
about wa waſhmg the s, ' 

* bladder ;” nay, a f padde, rf | have 
equalled even the Penniylvanian Hi tes in 
that butcher- like dialect, which is ſo admirably cal · 
culated to vulgarize the medical and to 
| brutalize the human frame; but I felt no inclina- 
tion to imitate, in any way whatever, the © undif- 
* ciphined fe of practitioners,” and, therefore, 
while I admitted the ſober refutations of thoſe me- 
dical gentlemen, who t Ruſh worth their no- 


tice, I confined myſelf to n 


* Ruſh fays, however, that this infatuated divine died 
in this fame Yellow Fever.—Ficiding, in order to give us an ade- 
ne r by one of his 

5 it was as great . as that of a quack muſt be, if 
* N on the great virtues of his pow - 
& ders, the corps of one of his martyrs ſhould be brought forth, 
and depoſited before the ſtage as a teſtimony of bis ſkill ;** but, 
even Fielding never ſuppoſed a caſe, wherein the corps of a quack 
himſelf ſhould be brought * in the like way, and for a ſimi- 


lar purpoſe 
" 4 and 
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and quotations from Gil Blas *. In this petite guerre 
I had an excellent auxiliary in Mr. Ferno, jun. or 
rather, Fenno was the principal and I the auxiliary. 
Never was a paper war carried on with greater ac- 
tivity and or crowned with more corm- 
plete ſucceſs. It began about the middle of Sep- 
tember, and before October was nearly ended, the 
fyſiem of depletion was the ſtanding jeſt of the 
town. Ruſh ſuppreſſed his mortification for a good 
while ; he ſeemed to fay that it was beneath a great 
phyſician, and a member of the learned philoſophi- 
cal ſociety of Philadelphia, to be ruffled at what a 
couple of low newſmongers could fay ; but, at laſt, 
having been coupled, in a ludicrous way, with his 
dear friend Samuel Coats, a quaker philanthropiſt, 
Broadbrim and he, after a ſecret attempt 

(which I ſhall mention by and by) had been 


cou- 

ieve 1 notoriouſly 2 21. 

tice and never the man, that I aſſailed. They afferted beſides, 

that I never attempted a refutation of the errors of the practice, 

this was alſo ' falſe; for if the puns and ſquibs were to 

be aſcribed to me, „ 
in my paper, and for a ſpecimen of which I 

article in the preſent » entitled, * The 


} The defence of my publications (a little better one than Mr. 
LI 2 
certain anecdotes, lately received, reſpecting e2s and Co. 
having made a conſiderable addition to it. 

K 2 A BIT- 
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A BITTER PILL FOR THE RUSHITES. 


IN the laſt Number of Porcupine's Gazette, I 
obſerved that it was ſome what fingular (and it really 
was ſo) that, on the 14th of December, on the 
fame day, and in the very /ame kour, that a N 
fine was impoſed on me for endeavouring to 
ſtop to the practice of Ruſh, General Waſhington 
was expiring under the ation of that very prac- 
tice. ** While a fowler,” fays the fable, was 
* ſhooting at a ring dove, an adder fiung him in 
te the leg. 
* blood, and his whole body began to mortify; 
« which, when he perceived, he could not help 
* owning it to be juſt. — Fate, fays he, bas 
& © brought deſtruction upon me, while J was con- 
te © triving the death of another. Whether the Phi- 
ladelphians look upon the loſs of General Waſh- 
ington as a mortal blow to America, and, if they 
do, whether they will have the candour to make 
an acknow] fimilar to that of the fowler, 
are points that | pretend not to determine. Indeed, 
I doubt not, that, in order to keep themſelves in 
countenance, they will deny that any other treat- 

ment would have faved the General. I dare fay 
= will deny that he was not treated according to 


the practice of their Hippocrates.” But, what- 


ever the filly Philadelphians may believe, or pre- 
tend to believe, on this ſubject, I beg that other 
people will obferve, and remember it well, that 
General Waſhington was not only treated 

according to the famous 
that Dr. Dick, one of the phyſicians, was @ pupil 
of Ruſk. Thus much by way of preface to the 


opinion of one of the moſt ikilful phyſicians 1» | 


America, 


The poiſon immediately infected his 


em of Depletion, but 


on the medical Treatment of General Waſhi 
me ke Hineſs ; addreſſed ta bis Tiger e Gr 
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From what the phyſicians have and other documents, 
- eie 
from ſcience, experience, and judgment, have governed in the 
preſent inſtance. | 


The duration of this illneſs was 20 hours; from 3, 4. x. till 
after 10, F. M. 


A bleeder being ſent for at the unuſual hour of 3, 4. u. we 
may ſuppoſe the operation was not performed until four o'clock; 
before eleven hours elapſed, he was bled again twice profuſely, 
which muſt have been about eighteen ounces each time; and ſoon 
afterwards he was bled again to the amount of thirty-two ounces. 


Thus we ſee, by their own ſtatement, that they drew from a 
man in the fixty-ninth year of his age, the enormous quantity of 
eighty-two ounces, or above two quarts and an half of blood in 
about thirteen hours. 


Very few of the moſt robufi voung men 


D 


Here the effect followed the cauſe preciſe ly: the phyficians ſoon 
obſerved the powers of life yielding; a loſs of ; and taat he 
expired without a ſtruggle! The exceflive bleeding had kf? him m 
Frengti to ftruggle ! ! 


tongue mig | 
fils might have been ſcarified; the ſcarificator and cup ——- 
ty cur of dived 


—_— e 2 Bo. 
manner that an ounce of blood drawn at the temple, relieves an 
inflamed eye more than a quart drawn from the arm. 


The neck might have been rubhed with warm laudanum and 


camphor, and a bag of warm fine ſalt laid on; but the unſeaſonable 
qt «bliſter would prevent this 


C7 
ſmall draughts of hot whey, with a little laudanum, 
rituous volatilis aromaticus, or ſpirĩitus nitri dulcis, occafionally, 


to remove the ſpaſm which cauſed the dyſpnea, and produce 
be cunt of 


ſpiration, which would relieve the lungs by turning 
the fluids towards the ſkin. 


Savannah, 23d Fan. 1800. 


Tons BrrickeLL. 


A NOTE TO DOCTOR DICK. 


Doctor, 
I HAVE lately ſeen an account of the delivery of 
an eulogium on General Waſhington, at Alex- 
ads, and I could not help applauding the diſ- 
cernment of thoſe who choſe you for the eulogiſt ; 
no man could be fo fit to deſcribe the life, as he 
who bod S te defcribed the death of that great 
man. The art of making eulogiums, as well as 
that of producing fabjects for them, you learnt, 
I fappoſe, from your preceptor, the Pennſylvanian 
« Hippocrates ?”” But, were you not humming 
us, Doctor, when you endeavoured to perſuade us, 
that Fate had ſome hand in the fatal work at Mount 
Vernon? You fay, in your „that the Gene- 
— was ** fully impreſſed at the beginning of kis com- 
„ as well as through every ſucceeding flage of 
* it, that its concluſion <vould be mortal; ſubmitting 
« to the ſeveral exertions made for his recovery 
* rather as a duty, than from any ion of 
5 their efficacy. He confidered the operation of _ 
* upon his fiſfem as coeval with the diſeaſe; and 
* ſeveral hours before his deceafe, after repeated 
efforts to be underſtood, fucceeded in ex 
* a defire, that he might be permitted to die with- 
* out interruption.” Would not this have founded 
better from the mouth of a believer in the ſecond 


fight, 


„ 
fight, than from a diſciple of Hip Pa. 
Pray, Sir, read the letter of Dr. Brickell, and | be. 
low you will ſuſpect that poor Fute bad much lets 


todo in the K and your colleagues. 
. Pokcur mz. 


= I Don't you think it would be = good thing, 
Doctor, if the names and of abode of all 
Ruffi's pupils were publiſhed ? If you don't, I do; 
and 1 by requeſt thoſe who are poſſeſſed of in- 
formation on the ſubject to communicate it to me, 


- paid. 


THE IGNORANCE OF THE PENNSYLVANIAN 
 HIPPOCRATES EXPOSED. 


IN the former part of this number of the Ruſh- 
Light, where mention is made of the opinion of 
Ruſh, reſpecting the cauſe of the ſpontaneous homor- 
zige, the reader will find himfelf referred to the 
preſent article. 


Rus ſays, in his Account of the Yellow Fever 
of 1793, page 2735, As a proof that I did wt 
« draw one ounce of blood los much, it will only be 
ny to add, that hamorrhages frequently oc- 
e curred after a third, a fourth, and, in one in- 
« fiance, after a fixth bleeding had been uſed.” — 

During the Yellow Fever of 1797, and juſt about 
the time, that the 53000 dollar action was com- 
menced againſt me, an underling of Ruſh, named 
Caldwell, publiſhed a letter to me, wherein he re- 
peats the opinion of his preceptor, and uſes the 
fame argument in favour of copious bleeding. To 
this publication a Scotch phyfician, who was tra- 
velling through the United States, and who hap- 


EY 
to be then at Philadelphia, made the follow- 
ing reply, by which the reader will be tully con- 


TO THE EDITOR OF PORCUPINE'S GAZETTE. 


In the liſt of misfortunes brought upon the city of Philadelphi 
by the prevailing epidemic, muſt be included the de * 
its medical to 
moſt eminent on 
tempt, in 
cations of 
others. I do 


: 


F 


F 
5 


ſo ſuper- 

: 

a practice, 

To gra th Elly ofthis rein, it neceſſary 
critically to examine the facts upon which it and then 


to make a few obſcrvations upon * — 
by the Phlebotomiſts, from thoſe facts, in ſupport 


7 


8, 
— 


o 


© 
bt 


——— Cninnd o their flood, 
of ſpontaneous h. we admit 


78 


whe 


But is this really the caſe ? 1 
moſt frequently occur at the commencement of malignant diſ- 


eaſes, when the veſſels are fulleſt, and the action moll 
or, at their cloſe, when the n 
the vigour of the ſyſtem eahauſted ? 


Let us inquire what happen: it a very formidable diſeaſe, the 
Caufus of tes, better known at Philadelphia by a much- 
dreaded name, the Yeliow Fever of the Weſt Indies. This com- 
plaint coramences with a febrile #2t: of exceſſive ardour and 
violence, which continues generai:y from fixty to eighty hours, 
when the ſymptoms of violent acti n rather ſuddenly ceaſe, and 
extreme debility marks the remainder of the diicate. 


Iwill aſk Dr. Caldwell, and thoſe who think as he does, whe- 
ther, agreeably to their ſyſtem, ipontaneous hæmorrhages ou ht 
not move fequratly 36 cnrer at the commencement, Curing the 
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ardent ſtate of this diſeaſe, when the veſſels are fulleſt, th 
during the quieſcent ſtate, when the vigour of the ſyſtem is 
exhauſted, and the mere abſtraction of food and waſte by natural 
evacuitions ( ſuppofing artificial wm 232 been refrained from), 
muſt h. ve reduced the veſſels to a ſtate of comparative emptineſs ? 
As men of candour, they muſt anſwer in the affirmative. 


happens oftener in the commencement than the cloſe of the 
Yeilow Fever? As men of veracity, they muſt anſwer in the 
negative; nay, as men folicitous for the detection of error and 
the eſtabliſhment of truth, they will go fai ther in their anſwer 
than is required by my queſtion. They will admit, that, in 


F 


0 


the extreme veſſels to reſiſt the 
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As I have ſhown the cauſe of the ſymptom, on which the 
ſtrong argument of the Phlebotomiſts is founded, to have been 
 miſunderit.od, it can hardly be neceſſary to ſay the concluſion 
they have drawn muſt be erroneons. Dr. Caldwell ſays, In 
* the occurrence of this ſpontaneous hemorrhage nature un- 
% douitedly gives an obvious hint which all phyficians ſhould 
have diſcernment and ſagacity ſuffic int to improve. She would 
4 ſeem to tell them in the language of facts, that, if they either 
© through ignorance or inattention neglect the evacuation of 
« blood-letting entirely, or uſe the lancet in a manner not ſuffi. 
„ ciently bold, ſhe muſt and will by means of this diſchar 
„ make a final effort for the ſafety of the patient herſelf: it is, 
„ however, to be greatly lamented that ſhe makes this effort in 
% vain.” Adopiirg the idea of Dr. Caldwell, that nature is the 
phyfician's kind directreſs, her hint may be explained more con- 
fiſtently with facts, by faying ſhe intends by her conduct to cau- 
tion the phyhcian agoinft bleeding in this diſeaſe, particularly at 
a late period, by ſhowing that it is always prejudicial, otten fatal. 
But this idea of Vis Medicatrix Nature, a power exiſting in the 
animil body capable of reflefting upon the nature of diſcaſes, 
and adopting the moſt rational method of cure, in which ſhe 
kindly inſtructs attentive phyſicians, is too ridiculous for ferious 
argument, and can only be intended ad captandum vulgus. Sound 
philoſophy rejects with contempt ſuch viſionary notions. 


Before I conciude this paper, Mr. Editor, it may be neceſſary 
(to prevent miltckes reſpecting the author) to ſay a little of what 
I am, and iomcethin© of what I am tot. I am a ſtranger, unac- 
quainted with the phyficians of Phiade'phia, and no ways inte- 
reſted in the ſi of parties or individuals. I am not a Phle- 
botomiſt of the ſchool of Sangrado, nor am I an Anti-Phlebo- 
tomiſt: for though I think it improper to bleed my patients in 
Yellow Fever without meaſure and without mercy, yet I have met 
with many caſes in which, from the conſtitution of the patient 
and degree of the fever, I have thought it right to draw blood in 
moderation at an early ſtage. I muſt therefore be conſidered an 
_ impartial obſerver, whatever may he thought of the ſoundneſs of 
my op.nions; and, if my ſentiments appear to be inimical to the 
| 4 ya of the Phlebo-:miſts, it cannot fairly be imputed to per- 

onal prejudice or partialiry towards any of the individuals of 
either party, but muſt be attributed to a full conviction, in my 
own mind, that the extreme to which the Phlebotomiſts recom- 
mend their favourite remedy to be employed, is dangerous to 
their patients and tiſcreditable to themſelves. 2. 
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REPUBLICAN LOAVES AND FISHES. 


LETTER DEDICATORY. 


To his Excellency Themas Mean, Eg. Governor 
e the Commontzealth of Pemiſyilvania, Doctor of 
Laws, Sc. Sc. Sc. 


Dear Doctor, 
THOUGH I thought it prudent to remove to 
New York, before you agen 6 to purge the State, 


an unconcerned ſpectator ot your operat! 
ing left under your power many friends whom I 
loved moti fincerely, it was as natural for me to 
turn now and then towards Pennſylvania, as it was 
affectionate Orpheus to look back towards 


] have ſeen, in things 


© works fe Shmmndic to you, 3 
2 ſay nothing; and, of the latter, 
time will prevent my ſaying much. I can- 
ever, delay, even for a moment, to con- 
you on your removals and appoinimenis, 
whether we confider them as to the perſons, 
the zumber, the time, 2 
dit on your di 


Shippen ſuſpenſe, till after he had confirmed the 
ML Lb ity 


CO of deflient 
cuſe you of having « 


ket, you were far from being i 
fider, that, while they were, probably, only 
ing off or Killing the cattle of Tories, you | 


you of oppre 
out of place When any one of them ſhall, in future, 
complain of your injuſtice, and ſhall diſpute your 
lions. on the hee of cevetulionmns evi, 
ſtep from your chair of ftate, and thunder in his 


ear, with a voice as loud and tcrrific as the laſt trum- 


pet, Remember ROBERTS and CARLISLE F!!!” 


But, your enemies, not content with the cenſure 
er. drawn an invidious com- 


— the M Kean 
Juſtice in FE bt command —— 


him. Mifflin mi * 
1 Mb, PS aught 
11 people ſeem to have — 
too, as will from 2 a them 
have, I believe, Dr. 1 
| ne for handling the char — — ing 
ro alle 7 er of — — 
OBI =O S 
Ton Bradford, whos 1 the X publiſhed by 
— 55 + ry written by o_ wy, tection, . 
| but particy Ay you det 7 accounts, — 
rodden bs ts Nays of Bok vv — 
le of from Lone or with . 
batte A e; it will be val 9 
people n „ 
vernments ; and it = _ 0 
e 
paoſt i 9 between 7 thats e 
e . 
e gety's cuſtom-houſe to the — 1 
f county c 
ib etl pri conn er has en 


* Reaſons wh 
re-elect 88 PennſyFoania ao 
2 7 „ 


1ſt Reaſon.— His 
„ * 
Excellency openly abandoned to lewd- 


2d. He is addicted 
18 
to the low and illiberal | 
vice of | 


ing; and 
5 very noted cceaſion, outraged the ngs 
the D | name of 


moſt ſhocking manner. 


24. His 
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zd. His public converſation at his own table, furrounded 


by con:pany, is frequently fo vulgar, obſcene, and ſcandalous 
as to exceed de ſer:p tion and almoſt belief. 7 


4th. He makes 1 practice of breaking the ſabbath, by | 


iving entertainments upon that day, at the Falls of Sc 
Fil, and permitting fiſhermen to ply with their nets in the 
river, directly in his view, contrary to the laws of God and 
man, and to the great injury of the morals of the people. 


th. He inſults the religion and laws of his country by 
his entire neglect of the public worſhip of the Deity, and by 
his example induces others to do fo. 


6th. During his adminiſtration of near five 
Preſident of the State, and almoſt three as Governor, he 
hath never inſtituted a day of thankſgiving for the innu- 
merable bleffings beſtowed by the bounty of Heaven, nor 
a day of faſting on account of the fins of the people, and 
the ing growth of luxury, infidelity, and vice of every 
kind. | | 
N. B. This has been uſually done by all good Governors, 
as by the late Goxernor Patterfon, of New Jerſey, and 


dy. He has in repeated inftances broke his word, and 


Ewing fats are [ufficient to ſhow that this ſeventh reaſon is well 
founded, | | 


iſt. He actually fwere, or folemnly declared, he would 
never commiſſion Hr. Daniel Montzzmery, of Northum- 


bertand, a Juſtice of the Peace; notwithſtanding this, a 
few wecks ago, he ſent him 2 commitlion to act in that ca- 
* — 
ad. In like manner he ſwore, or folemnly declared, he 
would not commitfion Mr. Mut:hias Richards, of Bucks 
county, but he has fince made him a Juſtice of the Peace. 


3d. Upon 


years, two as 


rr 


1 the moſt ſolemn promiſes and engagements. — be fal- 


152 


e 


45 
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the promiſe above mentioned, but upon Mr. Read's obſerv- 
ing, that it would be proper for his father (who then lived 
in that city) to remove to Berks county, that he might qua- 
lify himſelf to hold an office by a year's refidence ; he re- 
plied, there was no neceflity for it; 4 4 

without his 2 in the 
all this, upon the deat of the late Proth:notary, he 


8th. He commiſſioned David Harris, Eh. « 
afſoctate Judges of Dauphine county, thoug 
been © a citizen and mhabitant of the county 
& fore his it,” which he knew was 
the conflitutien he hath ſworn to execute. 


gth. He kept Jaca Bower and Jabn Ch 
Berks county, dancing attendance upon 
about two weeks, giving to each of them 
ew and affrrence, that he ſhould have 
giſter and Recorder of Becks; and finally told 
muſt go together and ſettle the matter themſelv 
irreſolution, and thefe produced a 
office, from _ the former owner, to 
the preſent poſſeſſor, for 
years at 50l. a year. 


1 


"I 
Fd 


2 
8 
F 


rf 


r. 
the ſum of 2001. payable in four 


| Toth. So much intoxicated was he by the ſucceſs of his 

election, and fo eager to diſplay his power, that he 

— rd to public decency, and to the 
te 


of 
Bryan, by nomina though not actua 
ne) 2 faccefior in — not only — 4 


Such indec in tranſaQting public buſineſs, ſuch diſ- 
bee ofthe yes e 


tervant of his his country, would be only aggravated by, 


"oth. The enaiinr of is 2 who was thus haſtily 
appointed in his ſtead, viz. Shippen, This gentle- 
mall, 
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man, diſaffected to his the late ſtruggle for 
liberty, had remained in this — with the Britih army, 
is the father-in-law of General Arnald, and paid his reſpects 
to General Howe to congratulaie him on his arrival in this 


city. 


The cauſe of freedom and virtue had ſurely been 
inſulted, when he was made Prefident of the Court of Com- 
— city and county of Philadelphia. But our 
t otherwiſe ; and therefore raiſed him to 


| the bighef fea of judicial authority in the (tat. 


12th. He hath not only promoted the difafſeQed, but in 
the inflance of Fudge Ruſh he diſplaced a ſtaunch friend 
and of the Revolution, to make way for a cha- 
ratter of a very different deſcription, viz. Mr. Yates, of Lan- 
caſter. There 1s nothing like this to be found in the con- 
duct of the Prefident of the United States. It is one thing 
to bring forward perſons unfriendly to the principles of the 
Revolution, and quite a different thing to diſmiſs the well- 
affected to make way for them. General Waſhington never re- 
moved a \W hig from office, and advanced a Tory in his room. 
It is therefore ridiculous to the conduct of the Go- 
vernor of this ſtate with that of the Prefident. Happy 
would it be for lvamia if their characters were more 
alike. Darkneſs and hght are not more at variance. 


13th Reaſon.—lIn an and cal manner he 
1 NN 
eourt, and ſtill mure and t compelled them 
into inferior ſtations; making thereby a wanton and merci- 
leſs attack upon their feelings, their reputation, and their 
fortunes. In the hiſtories even of Ruſſia and Turkey, it 
would be 1 D 
in a manner fo perfectly ſavage and deſpotie, accompanied 
a fete wit circumſtances - ſuch peculiar trea- 
See this perfidy in the 5th reaſon under the th ge- 
mms on et apy by pede 
tyranny, is as completely a tyrant as the man who commits 


a deliberate act of 1 the 
> ds 


* 3 Ab 


lected agrecably to law. In this lift was the name of Tho- 
mas Mifflin, Eg wit er ecrordinelv notißed of it by a 
rn meſſage from the julie, and upon whom be waited 
after, with every appearance of being much d.ffurbed 

and azitated. 


Dr. Otta was never commiſſioned as a juſtice of the peace | 
after the elefian of the preſent Governor. Fs 


3. Mr. Scat, of Waſhington, having made uſe of fome 
expreſſions that were ſuppoſed to be oftenfive, the power of 
the Governcr was employed as the means to execute the laſt 
reſentment of the private individual. 


The judge who from the bench pronounces an 

judg and perverts the law to gratify the malice of his 
be deemed guilty of a leſs crime, who, availing himſelf of the 
power his flation gives him, wickedly proftitates it to the 
ruin of a worthy officer, for no other reaſon than becauſe 
the oſhcer may have affronted him or injured his feelings as 
a man. | 15th. 


* 


15 


fink 


| prone io he SOR of tos RR Con, if 
- om Bradford had not been deprived of a lucrative 
| branch of printing buſineſs by the Governor, and if, 
at the fame time, William Bradford (brother of 
Tom, and a relation of Ruth) had not felt a call to 


what do you think of the repreſentative 
this Milian to the Penn who ruled this 


3 _ woply 
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fupply the place of Mifflin, this poor fellow would 
ove Yen a © ſaving angel,” SET © Grvll iy 
_carnate. 


Thoſe who hare been conſtant readers of my 
1 will recollect that 1 never inſerted the 


D erer 
do it. Tom Bradford owed great obligations to 
both Mifflin and Dallas, and much as I diſliked 
theſe men, my mind revolted at the idea of becom- 
ing the cat's-paw of A PCR 


3 penny, neat proceed 

Ailing end fon pre ley, ihe next yr 
preſent Editor of the paper called the True Ane- 
&* rican, to wheedle me out of the above commu- 
nication ; but whatever other faults I may have, 
that of Jetting go my hold is not one. I told the 
4 True American,” that it would be of no uſe to his 
father, that more of the fame grift might eafily be 
gotten at the ſarze mill, and that this little ſample 
might ſerve me, ſhould a furfeit of liberty ſend me 
back to the © infular Baftile,” as a triumphant proof 
of the excellence of republican governments and 
republican morals. Thus I ſhould, probably, ne- 
ver have uſed it otherwiſe than to amuſe my chil- 
dren, aw bs ms «h3 can i ends have hm 
ſcribing to them the ſtorm I encountered while they 
were in the cradle; but as the Philadelphians have 
charged e with calumniating their great men, as 
they have laid on me the monſirous, the ruinous 
fine of 5000 dollars, and as this very 0 or 
* rican” Bradford has publiſhed their charge againſt 


me, 


3 
me, and even ju iſted their verdict; as this is the 
caſe, I truſt I ſhall be excuſed for troubling the 
world with what would, otherwiſe, have been con- 
fined to my own chimney-corner. 


A HINT TO SAMUEL COATS. 


COATS, you are one of my bittereſt perſecutors; 
you were one of the adviſers of the proſecution 
againſt me; you ſhook me by the hand and ſmiled 
in my face at Buſtleton, while you were daily back- 
biting me at Abingdon. Your was one of 
the 5000 dollar jury; you applaud the attempt to 
ruin me, and the reaſon you give is, that Iam a 
calunmator, and that it is time to put a fo ca- 
hmny—Now, Coats, hear me. I will 4 in 
another Number of this work, what Saint Coats 
can do in the calummiating way; and, if you will 


take my advice, you will, in the mean time, pre- 


pare yourſelf a lodging in the famous manfion of 
which you are the manager. = 


y mi I may 
ſpeaking of this Quaker, I now r once for 
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ux PHILADELPHIAN HORNET'S NEST. 


MY firſt taper gave light into the neſt, and, 
when the laſt advices came away, the Hornets were 


pouring out upon the ſpectators. The 
people of Philadelphia (whom, by the by, 1 
» „ ee 
have found the Ruſh- 


On Friday laß one of them publiſhed, in the 
paper of thoſe two baſe wretches, — and Reff, 
the following moſt infamous libel againfi me. 


4 COMMUNICATION. 


* Mr. Cobbett has aſſerted, both in bis farewell Gazette, andig 

a late advertiſement, that all his in this city has been | 

* taken in execution and facrificed at public vendue, at the fuit | 

«* of Dr. Ruſh: bis is ung ſo; not an article belonging to him 

* has been fold at this ſuit; but, it is a fact, notwithſtanding bi 
boaſts * 
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The reader will remember, perha 


ps, that I ſtated 
in my laſt newſpaper, that they had feized, belung- 
to me, and fold for about four hundred dollars, 
ſhould have brought, at leaft, about a thou- 
ſand. He will now pleaſe to read a fiatement made 
to the abore communication, by Mr. Juba Morgan, 
of Philadelphia, and, when he has read it, let him 
fay if the hotteſt hell be not too cool tor the author 


and publiſhers of the article to which it is a reply. 


ing 
what 


r PRE EY 

& You will pleaſe to inſert the following ſtatement in 

JJ dab oods 

“ Friday lait. oblige 
ny & Your humble ſervant, 

m Monday Evening, March 3. Jona MorGax,” 


When Mr. Cobbett was about leaving this city for New York, 


I undertook to receive the monies which were to be collected for 
that 1 
articles — 


1 
1 
4 
Ft 


dy virtue of an execution, for the benefit of 


and ſeized by 

Dr. Benjamin While the officers were taking an inventory 
of them, I : as ſoon as I faw what was going forward, 
* ait on Meſſrs. Elmflie and Bacon, executors 


Oldden, 
had an 

due. 
onſented 


deceaſed, a 
undoubted 


, commiſſion, and other inci i expenſes; 
| which would have been improper, had they not been fold by vir- 


This ſtatement, which is as clear as the head, and 
as true as the heart of the man who f it, leaves 
me very little to ſay as to the falſehood or the malice 
of my enemies. I muſt, however, obſerve, for the 
information of thoſe who may 
farewell Gazette, that, when I came from Phila- 
delphia, I left about 2500 dollars to collect, and 
about 800 dollars to pay; that my houſe rent, which 
would have been paid long enough before if we 
could have aſcertained the day of giving up the 
houſe, was to be paid the moment that day arrived. | 
Before it did arrive, however, Ruſh obtained his 
famous j and made a ſcizure, as Mr. Mor- 
14 That Mr. Elmſlie was under no 
the reader will clearly perceive ; for, 
after be had heard of the ruinous ooo dollar ver 
dict; after he knew that the j againſt ne 
was ſent on to New Tork; nay, after he ſaw the 
ſheriff in the houſe, ſuch was his confidence in my 
honeſty, and ſuch was his delicacy towards me, 
F F 
of a landlord, had he not been to do it for 
ny ſake. Not only did he require to be ſolicited, 
by Mr. Morgan, to put in his prior claim, but be, 
at laſt, contented to do it, 6 

3 | 


not have ſeen my | 


(95) 
Mr. Morgan would write to me, and inſorm me that 
he (Elnflic) did it at Mr. Morgan's particular requeſt. 
Would Mr. Elmflie have had theſe if he 
had ſuſpected my honeſty? Would he have been 
thus delicate, thus fearful of hurting my feelings, 
if J had left my * honſe-rens 12 


n,. 


But, fays the reader, who is the infamous flan- 
derer? Tell me who he is, that I may hate him ! 
And, can you be at a loſs to know him? After 

what you have read in theſe two Numbers, can you 

that ſuch baſe revenge could ever be con- 
by any one but a RUSH? It was Richard 
the ſelf-fame /atoyer, who, in order to ſupport 
of his and his dram-thon 
expreſs to New York with the 
dollar judgment; it was one of the nice 
" * feetng generous ſors” of the moſt anaffendiug and 
* moſt benevolent” Dr. Ruſh. 


The malignant ſlanderers were aftoniſtc2 when 
they ſaw Mr. Morgan's ſtatement. They thought 
that Mr. Elmſlic, ſeeing the vile work that was 
going forward, had, like a prudent man, ſtepped 
in and laid claim to my goods. Sure, in their own 
minds, that this was the caſe, they thought that the 
falſchood they had hatched could never be com- 
y refuted. Little did they imagine, that Mr. 
had made the ſeizure at my 
and 0 oblige mg ; when, therefore, t 
they were alarmed, they were confounded, and 
blaſted. Ever as mean as malicious, they now re- 
and the poor cat's paw Richard Ruſh 
to Mr. Morgan, and read à recantation, which 
e publiſhed in Brown and Relt's paper of the next 
ing, and which I would here infert, were it 
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not beneath me to offer, in defence of my character, 
any thing from the vile hand of a Ruſt. 


Thus, you fee, reader, that my enemies have fallen 
into their own pit, and that, at every ſtruggle, they 
unge themſelves deeper and deeper in diigrace.— 
When I faw my friend Morgan's defence of my re- 
tation, and particularly when the next newt 
bt me the proofs of his triumph, I could not 
help exulting, in the words of King David: © Let 
+ them be aſhamed and brought to confuſion to- 
« gether, that rejoice at mine hurt; and let them 
e thout for joy, and be glad, that favour my 
% righteous caute !” 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Ruſh's lawyers told the philanthropic jury, that, 
if they aſſeſſed but moderate damages, the d i 
would tend to diſcourage men from appealing to the 
law again, and that the city would be difurbed and 
diſgraced by quarrels and. fighting ; but that, if they 
made me © « blighted picture of rum,” they would 
prevent perſonal violence. The philanthropic jury 
liſtened to the advice, and inly did their beſt to 
make me a blighted picture of ruin; but their 
verdict, ſo far from having had a tendency to 
mote peace and good 1 has 1 al 
Philadelphia in an uproar. The firſt Number of the 
Ruſh-Light has d ſeveral quarrels, two af- 
faults, and two or three freſh tions! © That's 
ce true,” fays the philanthropic jury, but it is 
© your Rek-Lich?” Peter, ear. our verdict, 
* that has made the miſchief. It is not our fault 
that you write.” No, ye precious dozen, it af- 
furedly is not! It is not your fault that I am not in 
gaol, and, that my wiſe and children are not begging 
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their bread from door to door! No, no, it is not 
your fault that I have either the fpirit or the means 
to write and to publiſh ; but it is your fault that I 
have the blood · ſtirring fubjef to write upon. Thus 
much by way of hint to you. 


TO JAMES M*HENRY, SECRETARY AT WAR. 


Sir, 
ON Saturday, the 8th inſtant, a man, calling 
kinaſelf Caps. S. , 


Jobn Paxton, hardwareman, No. 10, South Third-fireet ; War. 
„No. 11, Arch-ſtreet ; Joſeph S. Lewis (nephew 


Na 
No. 129, North Third-fireet; 


ſtill feel a fincere attachment to 


ment, and it is from my anxious deſire to 


coming odious in the eyes 
people, that I take the liberty 
information. Be affured, Sir, 
long be content to pay taxes for 
lies to come and interfere with their 
them in their houſes, and terrify their wives 


Far be it from me to infinuate, that 


in 
the military, ſuch as I have deſcribed, ever was 
approved of by the Government, and I feel a con- 
fidence, Sir, » for the honour of the Army i 


it- 
rin, in the preſent inſtance, meet with 


1 am, Sir, with the greateſt reſpect, 
Your moſt humble and obedient ſervant, 


New York, W. Connerrt. 
March 10, 1800. 


END OF NUMBER II. 


— 


Ruſh Li ght. 


No. III. 


March 1 5, 1800. 


Hear | you.” 
defence, which I now make unto yo 9 
L — ACTS, c. Xii. | 


* 


He was a member of the old Num Congreſs. 
NO, III. o 


herd 
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herd of © undifciplined practĩtioners, his anCtion- 
eers, his negroes, and his old women; that ſuch 
a muſhroom being, ſuch a notorious deſpoiler of 
the medical character, ſhould have the affurance to 
appcal to the law, the moment his own practice 
was affuiled, would have excited umverial indig- 
nation amongſt au ple but the poor, tame, 
_ trodden-down A. Philadelphia. an! mut 
appear totaliy unaccountable to every foreign rea- 
der, till 1 have, by and by, explained the circum- 


ſtances under which the action was commenced, 
and under which it was foreſeen it would, firſt or 
lat, be decided . | 3 


7 


fs 
4 


The 
rep 


Bit 
41 


neſs of his diſp»fition; and there 


" 
. 


that 
be is connected with, who have brought fo many act: ons, who 
have been fo often in the court, as himſelf. rve, that 
this meek - minded moraliſt, who, in con junction 3 


( 
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The commencing of the action proves, however, 
that the practice of the impudent innovator had re- 
ceived a mortal blow; it proves that the publi- 
cations, for which I was ſuc}, were effiracious and, 
that they were not unlawful, 1 truſt, notwithſianding 
the deciſion of a Philadelphian court and jury, 1 
ſhall find but little difficulty in making appear to 
the ſatisfaftion of every man who is not an idiot or 
a — knave. 


this defence, I ſhall ſuppoſe fin 

ing heard the evidence and the 
pleadings, replying to the whole that was urged 
me. TAS wk: the warts, Gentlemen 
« of the Jury,” I beg leave to premiſe, that the 
word gentlemen will — GE CER, 
for form's ſake only. 


<0 Gentlemen of the Jury, 


I riſe to defend a man, remarkable for his frank- 
neſs, 3 machinations of hypo- 
criſy; I riſe to defend, againſt a charge of ſlander, 
a a man who has been ſlandered without meaſure and 
without mercy; I riſe to defend an honeft, loyal, 
and public-ſpirited Briton againſt the falſe and ca- 


bees conflracty dewking ie hear mal ine project; 
Ter, that this Jove-ſecking faint, who feeis ſuch yrarn- 
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therefore, make no reply; 
to the ſubject with which alone you 
occafion, any thing to do. 

an havi 


Mr. Cobbett fiands having, during 
the prevalence of the yellow fever of 1797, pub- 


hihed certain falſe — the d 
Dr. Ruſh. The print and Hing the defend- 
ant would rather cut his hand off than ditown, but 


YT as if the liberty of the 
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The fine Sis hand, 


1. With calling 
2. With calling him a guacł. 
3. With calling him Sungrads. 

4. With faying that he /e is patients. 


By the lawyers, on both fides, the Conflitutions of 
America, and the rights and advantages thereby con- 
ſerred and inſured, have been much harped upon, 
preſs were become the greater 
conſequence of the revolution; but all thefe 


Dr. Ruſh a vain boaſfter. 


| than that which will ariſe from 
and a due execution of the Com- 


republican — This is the law to 
hieh Mr. Cobbett appeals in his defence; and, 
the country, this law 1s yet the only 
to which, in this caſe, cites party V 


to hamper you with a firing of definitions 
and nice diſtinctions, I ſhall ge ans generally, 
that to juſtify a jury in a ges, on any 
charge of ſlander, they mu ELTA 
four things; to wit: 1. that the defendant uttered 
or publiſhed the words laid to his charge; 2. that 
thoſe words were meant to apply to the plaintiff; 3. 
that the words are falſe; and, 4. that they 2 
2 
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uttered or publiſhed with a malicious or criminal 
intent. 


The publiſhing of the words laid in the decla- 
ration, and their application to the intiff, the 
deſendant moſt readily avows; but, if I can 
to you (or if you * —— that 
the words are true, and that the deſendant did no 
more than fulfil his duty in publiſhing them, you 
ought well to remember your oaths before you give 
damages to ihe plaintiff. 


I ſhall examine the charges in the order in which 
they ſtand. 1. The defendant has called Dr. Ru 
A VAIN BOASTER. [ aver this to be true, and 
it by Ruſh's own publications, reſpecting 
tice in 1795. On the 12th of September he pub- 
liſhed in all the that, with his new- diſcovered 


wrote to Dr. Rogers at New York ( 
letter, as well as that to the College, in 
papers), declaring, that he had been made the infru- 
ment in the hands of a kind Providence of « MORE 
than ninety-nme patients out of a hundred. "This was 
certainly boafting, and that it was vam boaſting is 

„ a: the very time that he wrote and 
publiſhed theſe his remedies were making 
dreadful havoc ; from the date of the firſt, the 12th 
of September, to that of the 3d, wherein he brags 
of curing more than ninety-nine out of a hundred, 


the daily bills of mortality roſe from 23 to 78! 
And, juſt after the laſt-mentioned moſt —_——_— 


— o- 


term ; but the 
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boaſt was made, fourpatients out of fix died in his 
own houſe ! 


Upon your oaths now I afk you, is this fellow a 
dain boaſfter, or is he not? 


2. The defendant called Dr. Ruſh @ quact.— And 
here, in order to make out the juſtification, it 
would be my duty io examine the meaning of the 
good-natured advocates of he bleed- 
ing Doctor have kindly ſaved me that trouble : they 
have. mot untortunately taken the definition of Ad- 
difon, and have ftated a quark to be, @ boaftfut 
& prevender to phyſic ; one who 5. : oclaims his own me- 


* cical abilities and noftrun:s ud ad ed 
Now, then, let us fee, whether or not the Docior's 


conduct brings bim up to this definition. 


| Dvring the whole of the fever of 1793, and from 
th.a* tune to the fever of 1797, he made no ſcruple 
to declare, that none of the icians, who did 
nat follow his practice, ought to be truſted with 
the life of a patient. His lectures abound with his 
inſulemt pretenfions to ſuperiority in medicine. No- 
torious is it that he has, all his liſe, been a proclauner 
of his own medical abilities; but to come to ſome- 
ihing more ſpecific; on the 2th of September 1793. 
2 advertiſement: 


« DOCTOR RUSH, 


„ Regretting that he is unable to comply with all the 

« calls of his fellow-citizens in with the prevail- 
Ing fever, recommends to them to take his mercurial 
4 purges, which may now be had with ſuitable directions at 
* molt of the apothecaries, and to loſe ten or twelve ounces 
* of blood as ſoon as convenient after taking the purges, if 


" Ge — and fever continue, — When the purges do 
© not 
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cc not e ſpeedily, bleedi now be uſed before 
ac they are taken. The almoſt un ſucceſs with which it 
4 has pleaſed Cad ts bleſs the remed:es of ftrong mercu ial 
« purges and bleeding in this diſerder, enables Dr. Ruſh to 
ic affure his fellow-citizens that there is no more danger to 
ec he apprehended from it when theſe remedies have been 
cc uſed in its early ſtage, than there is from the mcaſſes or 
„ jnflucnza.---Dr. Ruth affures his fellow-citizens farther, 
< that the riſk tcom viſiting and attending the fick a pre. 
Seer the ſtreets. * 
cc the diſeaſe was ſo generally mortal, or the ſucceſsfi 
« of treating it ouly partially adopted, he adviſed 2 


cc to leave the city; at preſent he conceives this advice un- 


«© neceſlary, not only becauſe the diſeaſe is under the power 
cc of medicine, but becauſe the citizens who now with to 

« fly into the country cannot avoid carrying the infection 
„ with them; they had better remain near to medical aid, 
* and avoid exciting the infection into action.” 


© Near to medical aid; that is, near to hin. 
It was ſafer to remain near him, though in the widf 
of peſtilence, than be near any other phyſician, 
though in the ſweet air of the country! This Ad- 
r . 
was publiſhed; no Leiceſter- ſquare 
equ led it. hs the way thee (nt Hd has te 
impudence thus to tell the people, that there was no 
longer any danger, if they uſed his remedies ; at the 
very time that he was thus them not to 
leave the city, but 10 remain near to medical aid; at 
the very time that he was bleſſing God for the alna 
univerſal fucceſs of his remedies ; the bills of mortality 
were daily increafing in a dreadful degree. On the 
day before the above advertiſement appeared, the 
number of deaths was #zenty three; and from that 
day they began to increafe, and they went on in- 
creaſing, until, at the end of one month after the 
infallible remedies had been in 


arifen from #wenty-!hree to one hundred and nineiten. 


they had | 


Es wa end Loa © ww Wa j © tHe 


It is * — to read the 
tel it without obſerving the firict reſem- 


rge 
Spilſdury, and then fay, . that the com- 
pariſon is not juſt. 
— axe fallkewcrdnteres, in having it in 


a © vir panes fi» got GE a RE CRE 
incident to human nature, ſuch as the ſcurvy, 


* 3 


© univerſe, every nation bearing | grateful teſtimony of its 
© eminent virti es: how happy Chon is it the he ins 
* bitants of tis ifland, that they 


The defendant has called this a puiF equal to Dr. 
Ruth's, and if there be any uniratjn his words, it is 
becauſe 8 's puff is inferiar to that of Ruſh ; 
or furpal it, it cxrtainly does not. 


Still, however, clearly to efiabliſh the 
the man maſt not only Bio about his medical — 8 
lities and the virtue of his noſtrums, but he muſt 
do this in publi places. 1at Kuth's boaſtings were 
heard in all the fireets of Philadelphia is notorious, 


9 


md it is alſo notorious, that the above boaſting Ad- 


vertiſement, as well ze — others of a like na- 


ture, were publithed in * the newſpapers. It is 
noto- 
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natorious that they were befides printed on hand. 
bills, given away in the apothecarics' thops, handed 


about the firects, and — GIO 


and public pumps ! 


Is not this man © a boaſtful —— to 
4 one who proclaims his own medical abilities and 
noſtrums in public places ?”* And, if this be quack- 
ery, I aſk you upon your conſciences, if you hare 
any, whether Ruth is or is not a quack * 7 


3. Mr. Cobbett is 
ngrado.—To call a man Sangrado 


Sa 


Harper and the more learned Ingerſol, who, it would 


wem, have both ſtudied Gil Blas, * that this San- | 


grado was a quack damned to everlaſting fame,” 
and that, therefore, to call Dr. Rufh 2 is 
10 call him a gzack. Were this correct, the _ 
would be already anſwered, bat it is not ſo. 


* The Adrertiſements of the retailers of his noſtrum mult not 
be forgotten. 


«© Dr. Rufh's celebrated mercurial purging and ſweating pow- 
S prevailing putrid fever, may 


purge for the yellow fever 
with the Doctor direAions, and 


« Dr. Ruſh's e mercurial fweating porrder for the yellow fever, 


aich prizecd directen, prepared and fotd by 3 
+ thera and Bri, ems ens I droggiſts, Kc. 


Now, reader, if you had met with theſe advertiſements ina 


4 = 
for a 


Sangrado 


newipaper, without having any previous know 
ties concerned, rad per how have ſet this Ruſh 


ek cc — 


with calling Dr. Raf 1 
but, Gentlemen, you hare been told by the leaned | 


e at Betton and 


Re 


m. 
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$angrado was, according to the definition of Rufh's 


advocates, no quack ; for he did not - laim 
« his own medical abilities and noſtrums iu public 
cc ” and, therefore, the word Sangrado, as 
plied to ” Ruſh, was no ſlander. 


But, Gentlemen of the Jury, the defendant is a 
__ eandid ſatiriſt; he will, in no cafe, ſeek for ſaſety 
under the leeward fide of the law. Whether the 
vord Sangrado be flanderous or not, he will allow 
you to aſſeſs damages againſi him for the application 
of it, if he cannot prove to you that that application 
was juſt. 


Eminent men are frequently called by the names 
of other eminent men, who have lived in former 
times, or in other nations. It is a figure of rhe- 
toric, which one is at liberty to make ute of. 
Thus, Tom Paine is called the Wat Tyler of the pre- 
ſent age; Franklm is called the ” of Boſion: 
and Dr. Buſh i is called the American Sangrads. All 
that a writer has to do, to juſiify, either in a court 


of cnticiſm or a court of law, the uſe of ſuch a 
figure, is, to prove that the great man, whom he has 
deſignated by the name of another, bcars ſuch a 
_ reſemblance to that other as the tenour of the words 
does evidently imply. 


What fort of reſemblance, then, do Mr. Cob- 
bett's words imply between Dr. Ruſh and Dr. San- 
grado ? Do they tend to produce a belicf that the 
American reſembles the Spaniard in his pere, in 
his general character, or in his medical opinions, prac- 
in and fame ? Moſt aſſuredly the retemblance was 
meant to exift in the latter reſpect only ; for Dr. 
Sangrado is deſcribed as © a tall, meagre, pale man, 
** who had kept the ſhears of Clotho employed 


during forty years at leaſt, and who was, in ſpite 
P 2 © of 
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& of all his vanity and prefionption, a drwenright 
60 numy *.” 


It being evident, then, that the defendant meant 
a reſemblance in the medical opinions, practice, 
and fame of theſe two celebrated phyficians, it o:ly 
remains for me to prove to you, Gentlemea, that 
| preſſing ſuch a reſemblance, were 
founded in ruth. Here are the two pictures; exa- 


8 | ext | © twenty 
day ! &* ounces of bload at a time 
RUSH ON TEIL. FEV. 93. 


« with great gravity, has the 


« illneſs 


from the 


„ for inſtance] 


DR. RUSH, 
cc yellow fever, there can be 


| 4 lite doubt, but the efforts 


* of nature to unload the 

„ fylters in the plague 
through the might 
& be accelerated by the uſe 
& of the ſame remedies. A 
ec profuſe fweat cannot fail 
of waſting many pounds of 


& the fluids of ihe body. To 


* corr:;fpond in quant. ty with 
* the diſcharge from he _ 


„ þjg9a- -letting ſhould be 
4 66 piaus. 


RUSH ON YEL, FEY, 


4. Ruſh has frequently 
aſtounded the phyſicie uns of 
Philadelphia by rec--mmend- 


5. „ You ſhould bleed 
your patients almoſt to death, 


1 This 


is an extract which Ruſh 


e 


the triumph of reaſon ov 
_ © the formalities of medi- 


c eine.“ 


6. Dr. Ruſh fays: Al. 
& the knowledge that is ne- 
c ceffary to diſcover when 


c blood-letting is proper, 
„ might be taught to @ 5% 


« or girl of twelve years old, 


i in a few hours. I taught 
cc it in leſs time to ſeveral 


perſons [the two negraes 
the 
prevalence of our late epi- 


9 


< thee the trouble of ſtudy- 


4 ing pharmacy, anatomy, 
« borany, and phyſi. Know, 
my friend, all that is re- 

= ind bs ws Mind the po- 
cc tients, and make them 
4 drink warm water. This 
is the ſecret of curing all 
ec the 
c man. Yes! that wonder- 


fol fhevet which 1 reveal ts | © many - 
7 „ < but a new order of things is 


(c 


less uſetul, 


| * be neceſſary to cure a el 
cc Tow fever or the 
c For a 


incident to 


cc 25 in 
« time muſt and will come, 
N 


E ſhall be confidered 


=: 
7 
. 


| @ book, and in that | 
| has 8: 6 I was 


c who had 


| 


| © treat from the city, that I 


5. « My | | 


DR. RUSH. 


cc Jemic.--We teach a kun. 
< dred things in our ſchools 


cc thy 


while the * 
cc ments mſelves were 
ce dealt My by phyficians 


riſing in medicine as well 
The 


lomel, jalap, and the lan- 


the moſt efſential 
< articles of the knowledge 
* and rights of man. | 


7. Ruth alfo has 


4 
part of a 
1 


cc ſelves in 22 
2 This eirele 
2 have been broken 
nnn 
&« it pleaſed God to enable 
me to reply to one of the 
cc ſetters that my re- 


ce little circle of 


4 had reſolved to flick to my 
* prancrples, my practice, and 
* my patients, fte the laſt ex- 


&« tremit; lo $. © Look 
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DR. SANGRADO. DR. RUSH. 

$. „ My maſter had re- | 8. „Look at the conduct 
« courſe to phyticians, and | © of Dr. Ruſh,” faid pleader 
cc ſent for Dr. Sangrado, | Hopkinſon, © and fay if it 
«« whom all Valadolid looked | © did not reſemble that of 
. | 
e crates.” l 


Now, Gentlemen, what think you of the reſem- 
blance ? Dr. Sangrado is a man of fngular opmions ; 
fo is Dr. Ruſh. Dr. Sangrado draws blood, porringer 
after porrmger ; Dr. Ruſh, pat after pit. Dr. 
22 employs copious Part. » ad the 
want of perſpiration ; ſo does Dr. Ruth. They both 
recommend bleeding in the drop. Dr. Sangrado 
fays that it is a groſs error to think hat blood is ne- 
ceſſary to the preſervation of life; Dr. Ruth calls it 
the triumph of reafox to preſcribe }/:eding almnft to 
death. Dr. Sangrado ſends a footboy, a lacquey, to 
bleed and drench the citizens of Valadohd ; Dr. 
Ruſh qualifies zegroes and cid women to bleed and 
purge thoſe of Philadelphia. Dr. Sa has 
written a book; fo has Dr. Ruſh; and they both 
reſolve to frick to their principles and practice to the 
lat extremity. Dr. Sangrado is called, by his co- 
temporaries, the Hippocrates of Spain ; Dr. Ruſh's 
cotemporaries call him ihe Hippocrates of Pennſyl- 
van. The only ſhade of difference is in their 
practice; the American employs doſes of 
and jalap, while the Spaniard contents himſelf with 
draughis of warm water; and, I believe, you will 
conſeis, that the latter is, at leaſt, as innocent as 


| But, Gentlemen of the Jury, there needed no 
fuch laboured compariſon, to prove to you that the 
name of Sangrado was fairly applicable to the 
plaintiff. You know, Gentlemen, that Dr. —_ 
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has erect· d his bleeding ſyſtem upon the opinions of 
Folullus. a French phyſician, on_ > 
tions with ate in 330 ccount 
of the Yellow 2 T his Baal endeavoured 
to introduce the practice of excgſive bleeding, which 
was condemned by the Faculty of Medicine at Paris; 
and you well know, that the practice of his Ame- | 
rican follower was honoured with ſomething very 
much Hke condemnation by the College of Phyfi- | 
cians at Philadelphia. But the moſt curious fact is, 
that Le Sage introduced the character of Saungrado 
mto the novel of wy fe yy goed ging 
ridiculing this very Botallus ! I have 
mined the ho of bo thi and Ta 
where find that he was fued or profecuted by bleeder 
Botallus ; fo that the maſter in blood muſt have been 
of a more meek and ti 4 
le, or the liberty of the in the 
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greater than it is, even in ** theſe enlightened days, 
under the tovereign people of America. 


The fourth and laft charge rred againſt the 
defendant is, that he has faid, that Dr. Ruſk SLEW 
HIS PATIENTS. The paffage from Porcupine's Ga- 
_Zette, on which this ci arge is ſounded, runs thus: 
Pr. Rufh, in that emphatical fiyle which is pe- 
« culiar to himſelf, calls the of 
% modicine. In his hands, and in thoſe of his par- 
„ tifans, it may, indeed, be compared to Sampſon; 
« tor | verily believe, they have flain more Ame- 
% ricans with it, than ever Sampſon flew of the 
« Philiſtines. The Ifraclite flew his thoufands, but 
* the Ruſhites have ſlain their tens of thouſands.” 


The pleaders for Ruſh have told you, that this 
is accuſing him of murder. How unfair this con- 
firuction is; what a ſhameful perverſion it is of the 

defendant's 


difpofition than the 


( 5 ) 
Jſ-ndant's meaning, muſt be evident to every man 
of common underftanding *. I can hardly believe 
| that it can ever be the duty of advocates to lie in this 
| impudent manner (for wilful miſconſtruction is 
. lying', and, when they do, ] am certain that jurors 


ought not to give any weight to what they fay ; 
| much leſs ouglit they to affect to look upon fuch 
barefaced falſehoods as truths. Jurors ſhould _ 

tea, that are ſworn to decide according to the 

_— A is produced in their own minds; 
| and when they do not act up to the ſpirit of this 
oath, they will in vain ſeek for a juſtification in the 
aſſertions from the bar, or even from the bench. 


Unwilling to truſt to one interpretation of the 
| words on which this charge is founded, the Ruſhite 
counſel have aſſerted, 1. That theſe words accuſe 
Dr. Ruſh of Villiug with deadly weapons; and, 
2. That they accuſe him of k/ling people with his phy- 
_ fc.—1 ſhall conſider them feparately. 


Take the paſſage above quoted from Porcupine's 
Gazette, ſtrip it of its figurative quality, infift upoa 
its being literally underftood, make it poſitive in- 
ſtead of doubtful, and then cut it up into fimple 
ſentences, conſidering each as having been made 
uſe of detached from all the reſt ; after having thus 
Arained, twiſted, garbled, and gutted the writing 
of the defendant, I will allow, that ſomething like 
an accufation of killing people with deadly weapors 
may be made out. But it is not thus that a man's 
words are to be treated; his perſon and eſtate are 
not to be brought into jeopardy by fuch miterable 


* Shameful as the on was, however, we ſhall fee, by 
and by, that the Judge gave into it, and actually told the Jury 
that I had accuſed the Doctor of murdering his patients, though 
the word murder was not to be found in any of the expreſſions laid 
in the declaration. | 

NO. III. @ petti- 
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1 

pettiſogging in tions: pitiſul, indeed, would 
be the liberty of ſpeech and of the preis, were every 
ſentence liable to a judicial criticiſm of this fort. 
No, no; the Necker, Law of England (which, as 
1 obſerved before, is, in this caſe, the law of Ame- 
rica) encourages no fuch uncandid, no ſuch litigi 
ing. That law, I had almoſt faid that hol 
| which is the reſult of the reſearches of wiſdom 

actuated by the ſpirit of juſtice ; that law, which, 
while it has clad good character in a coat of mail, 
has thrown a ſhield before the body of the critic, 
the ſatiriſt, and the public cenſor; that law tells 
* that the words, on which an action of ſlander 
ſhall be underſtood neither in their 
belt erf nor their worf# /enſe, but that the words 
«+ ſhall be taken in the ſame ſenſe as they would 
e be underſtood by thoſe who hear or read them, 
and for that all the words ought to be 

<< taken together. See Buller's N Pris, p. 4. 


Now, Gentlemen of the Jury, cafting behind you 
the baſe miſconſtructions by which you have been 
led aſtray, and taking the law for your guide, go 
once more over the words of Mr. Cobbett. Dr. 
«© Ruſh,” fays he, in that cnphatical ſtyle which | 
peculiar to himſelf, calls the Sampſon | 
cc of medicine. fn his hands and is thats of hs | 
e partiſans, it may, indeed, be juſtly compared to | 
“ Sampton; for I verily believe that they 
** flain more Americans with it, than ever Sampſon | 
<< ſlew of the Philiſtines. The Ifraclite flew his | 


4% thoufands, but the Rufhites have flain their tens | 
of thouſands.” | | 


What, on your oaths. 1 aſk you, do you, upon 
hearing theſe words, underſtand the "ter wants? 
Should you, had you read this paſſage in a foreign 


— have concluded that this Dr. Ruſh 1 


have | 


W 


looked upon 


ſitively rejects every thing that has only an i 


1 
in the habit of Ailing people with deadly weapans? 
No, no, Gentlemen; you would have drawn no 
fuch conclufion ! you would have thought he was a 
man, who, with his diſciples, followed a very bold 
and dangerous ſyſtem of medicine, and you would 
have thought nothing more. You would have 
him as a deceived, an ignorant, and, 
perhaps, an obliinate man; but you would hare 
attached to his actions no idea of crimmality ; and I 

you to obſerve well, that it is for accu ng him 
with crimmal killing that you are, on this count of 
the declaration, called upon to give a verdict ag inſt 
the defendant : ſhould you comply with the requeſt, 
the future fate of your characters need not be tore- 


told. 


But, Gentlemen, I will, 899 


the words to imply Killing with deadly weap:ns, and 


even upon that ſuppoſition, I maintain that they 


are not actionable; and, of courie, that they ought 


— againſt the deſendant. 


In the firſt place, they are too indefinite with re- 
ſpect to the perſons: Dr. Ruſh is confonnded with 
a numerous claſs, called the Ruſhites; and the per- 
ſons killed are neither named nor detcribed. The 


law is extremely ſerupulous on theſe points, and > 


nary exifience. For an action of flander to bs, on 
account of an accuſation of Tilling, the words mult 
not only evidently apply to the plaintiff as the killer, 
dut, in a caſe like the preſent, it muſt alfo appear, 
that the faid to be killed are aduully dead ; 
for inſtance, if I fay to either of you, © Thou haſt 
* poiſoned A. B. and it ſhall coſt me 100/. but I 
* will hang thee : no action will he for theſe words, 
„ without proof being produced by the plaintiff, that 
© & > @ 4 dead.” —See Rolile's Abrulgment, 
a 2 vol. 


( n18 ) 
vol. i. p. 77.—Thus, you fee, though the killer and 
the killed are clearly defi 
the action, becauſe the death is not proved. 


But, Gentlemen, the Doctor were to pull 
out a liſi of his patients for ſome years paſt ; ſuppoſe 
he were to point to the populous grave-yards of this 
unfortunate city, and ſay, Theſe are the people that 
the defendant has accuſed me of killing with 
weapons; and ſuppoſe you ſhould be convinced of 
the truth of his affertion, ſtill the action will not 
lie; unleſs it be evident that Mr. Cobbett meant, 
that theſe people were killed criminally, and to aſcer- 
tain this, all the words muſt be taken . For 
inſtance, if | fay, * Mr. Hurper is a thief,” and if 
I ſtop there, an action will he againſt me; but, if [ 
ſay, Mr. Harper is @ thief, ron he has flolen the 
«© thoughts, the words, the expreſſions, the ſentences, 
te and even whole paragraphs, from Monſieur Mallet 
* du Pan, and dreſſed them up into a ſpeech for Con- 
« grefs;” no action will lic for theſe words, 1. Be- 
cauſe the latter part of the words are ſatisfactorily 
explanatory of the former; and, 2. Becauſe the 
words, taken all t „do not accuſe Mr. Harper 
of any crime, but merely of a little of what the law 
calls rover and converſion, and what, in the critic's 
court, is called plagiariſm. —A caſe more in point, 
however, is to be found in Rolke's Abridgment, 
vol. i. p. 72, where it is faid : ©* If a man fays of 
J. S. As foon as Buſie had killed Smith, he came 
3238 how he had filled _ 
& J. S. gave Buſſe money to flip him away; 
law Ml Gentlemen, that 2 will lie for 
this accuſation, though Smith be proved to be dead; 
% For,” ſays the learned Reporter, © the word 
* till is too general, and a man may kill another in 
* his own defence, &c. without committing any 
** crime.” And if the word Ill does not imply 

+ criminality 


gnated, the law rejects | 


Albis is no 


( ng ) 


eriminality in the act, how much leſs does the word 
Jay. which is, now now. a- days, excluſively appropriated 
to narratives of battles, and is never employed as a 
ſubſtitute for murder or aſſaſſination, whereas, to kill 
ſometimes is. 


This is, however, only a waſte of time ; n 
never can have believed ihet the defendant menat ts 
accuſe Dr. Ruſh of criminully putting thouſands and 
tens of thoutands of Americans to death. The 
ion is an inſult to common ſenſe, and a diſ- 
grace to the Judges who have ſuffered you to lifien 
to it. 


The other conſtruction put upon the words of 
the defendant is more reaſonable ; to wit: That he 
| has accuſed Dr. Ruſh of killing his patients with his 
remedies. — The wards, taken all together, do not 
warrant this conſtruction ; but, admit that they do, 
fill they are not actionable, not withſtanding the 
aſſertion of the learnad 1 This man has 
told you, that he has *© ar authority” for tie er 
tion. I with he had told you what authority it 
Perhaps it was Governor (ſometime Chief Juſtice) 
McKean ? If fo, I applaud his in keepi 
the name to himſelf. The authority to which 1 
ſhall appeal, is of a different fiamp.—** A man 
« of a phyſician, He hath hilled J. S. in the Old 
« Jewry with phyſic, which phyſic was a pill, and Dr. 
At and Dr. Pady found the vomit in his mouth.” 
vague charge ; the meaning of the 
words is by no means dubious ; the defendant does 
not, like Mr. Cobbett, f x in figurative language, 
and quality his affertion with a phraſe expreffive of 
uncertainty ; the accuſation is to be literally under- 
ſiood ; it is clear, direct, with the circumſtances of 
manner, tune, and place. Yet, ſays my authority, 
* no aftion will lie tor theſe words ; for if a phyſi- 

* can 
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r cian gives medicines or drugs to his 
an intent to recover him from his fickneſs, th 
the patient die after having taken them, ſiill the 
0 „ phyſician is not pu niſhable, ſo long as it does not 

appear that he gave the medicines, Enowing them 
* to be contrary to the nature of the diſcats. If 
* the man had faid, hat the phyſician killed J. & 
& ci medicmes, which he admin ſtered, knowing then 
& to be contrary to the nature of the diſeaſe, an action 
* would have lain for theſe words.” —Sce Relle; 

 Abridgment, vol. i. p. 71. 

This, Gentlemen of the Jury, is the language of 
the common law of En and give me leave 
to fay, that it is alſo the language of reaſon ; for it 
would be abſurd to ſuppoſe that an action of flander 
is to be avoided by circumlocutory phraſes ; by fay- 
ing in many words what might be faid in few. 
i no f 
which can be fairly confirucd to mean that a phy- 
fician has {led his patient by his remedies, then [ 
fay, that all controverſy about modes of cure muſt 
from henceforth ceaſe; tor it is abſolutely impaſſi- 
ble to ſpeak with — — 
tice, without making uſe of ſuch words as will, 
directly or indirectly, imply, that he has Lilled bs 
patients with his remudies. Ur. Brickell, for inſtance, 
in — againſt the treatment of General 
Waſhington by Drs. Craik and Dick, has theſe 
words: Thus we fee, by their own fiatement, 
that they drew from a man in the fixty-ninth year 
« of his age, the enormous quantity of cighty-two 
ac gunces, or above two and an half of blood, 
ein about thirteen hours. Very ſew of the moſt 
+ robuſt men in the world could furvive ſuch 
« loſs of blood; but the body of an aged perſon 
ny muſt be ſo exhauſted, and all his powers fo weak- 


And, 
and no writing is to be made uſe of, 


« ened by it, as to nale his death ſpeedy and , 


patient, with 
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« fable. Here the effect followed the cauſe preciſely: 
« the phyſicians ſoon obſerved the powers of life 
yielding; a loſs of ſpeech ; and that he ex 

« without a firuggſe! The exceſſive bleeding had 
« Jeft him no flrength to firuggle !! 


Now, Gentlemen, follow the rule laid down by 


the law, take all Dr. Brickell's words together, and 
will, at once, 


perceive, that he charges theſe 
phyficians with killing General Waſhington with 


their remedies. He tells them, that the blood they 
took from their patient rendered lis death inevitable; 


he fays that their bleeding was he camſe of lis death: 


and that the ercefſkve bleeding left him no frength 10 
Arnggle with. But, are theſe not iruths? And ſhall 
this, or any other man, be prevented from ſpeaki 
and publiſhing theſe talutary truths ? Shall he be 
baraſſed and profecuted; ſhall he be muzzled, 
gagged, or fined to his ruin, becauſe he has had 
public ſpirit enough to promulgate truths fo neceſ- 
lary to the preſervation of even the lives of the 
people; and all this merely becauſe the 

gation tends to diminiſh the practice and profits ts of 
a ſecond Sangrado and his bleeding diſciples? The 
laws fays, No! Reafon turns with liſguſt from the 
ablurdity ; Juſtice graſps ker ſword, and Liberty 


rerolts, at the preſumptuous, the tyrannical po- 


Having now, Gentlemen of the Jury, c completely 
juſtified the words of the defendant, by eftabliſhing 


the trial of thoſe which are, in Went been action 


able, and by proving that thoſe, the truth of which 


ins ne proof, are, in no ſenſe, 


actionable, it is not a duty incumbent on me to 
ſhow, that none of them were publithed with a 


malicious intent: the charge of falcon being dif- 
proved, that of malice falls of courſe. But, "Gen- 
tlemen, 
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temen, witneſſes have been produced to make you 
believe that private malice, and not public 
was the bafis of the publications; and the defend. 
ant, firong in the purity of his motives, and indig- 
nant at the h with which he has been at. 
failed, inſtructs me to 3 the ungrateſul inſi- 
nuation. 


The three witneſſes, to whom you have been 
liftening, are all phy ſiciaus (as they have the polite- 
neſs to call themſelves), of the ſchool of Ruſh; two 
of them were his preps, and, I truſt, no one of the 
three would have been admitted to give evidence, 
in a fimilar cafe, in any other court in the world; 
fteing that each of them, in ion to the ex- 
tent of his practice, is as y intereſted in the 
_ reſult of this trial, as is the plaintiff himſelf. Ob- 

ſerve, 2 that, when Mr. Cobbett f 
ok the deadly effects of the ſyſiem of | 
Tn De 1 GT 
* and tens of thouſands, but that the Rufbites” 
(that is, all thoſe who follow this fatal ſyſtem) 


4 have lain heir thouſands and tens of thouſands;“ 
fo that the perſons who have been admitted to give 
evidence, are, virtually, joint plaintiffs in the cauſe! 
It was lately decided by the Judges in this very 
court, that no inhabitant of Philadelphia ſhould be 
admitted to give evidence againſt perſons 
with the tranigreſſion of the law prohibiting ” 
erection of wooden buildings ; becauſe, living 
the fame city where the building had been — Ty 
he might pe/ibly be intereſted in the reſult of the 
trial. Aud if this was good ground for exception, 
how much better is the ground for excepting to the 
evidence of Rufhites” in the caſe? And 
yet this evidence is admitted! Is this your impar- 
tiality? Bluſh, Americans, for your tranquil fub- 
But, 


( 323 ) 
But, Gentlemen of the Jury, you have, how- 
ever, heard this evidence, and therefore I ſhall, 
tor the reatons before ſtated, endeavour to remove 


the impreſſion it may have produced. 


The firſt of theſe witneſſes is James Mea. He 
has told you, that, about fix months after this ac- 
tion was commenced, he heard the deſendant fay, 
ſpeaking of Dr. Ruſh : © Damn kim, he had better 
« withdraw his ſuit, er I will perſecute him while Iro- 
ig, and his mentory after his death.” The plain 
truth of the matter is this: Mr. Cobbett went to 
the Ifland, where Meaſe was king Robinſon Cruſoe, 
along with an Englith captain, who had fome bufi- 
neſs with a fick ſailor. While the captain was gone 
to the hoſpital, Meaſe aſked Mr. Cobbett into his 
apartment, brought out a bottle of wine, and gave 
him a prefling invitation to dinner. The invitation 
_ wasdcelined, but two or three glaſſes of wine were 
drunk, and a converſation, of the rallying banter- 
ing kind, took place; and, as it is impoſſible to be 
with a Rufhite for a quarter of an hour, without 
being peſtered with an culogium on the fraternity 


* Beſides the intereſt, which theſe men had in common with 
_ Ruſh, they each of them had a private grudge againſt me, which 
will cleariy account for their volunteering in the bufinefs, and for 
_ their treachery in divulging private converſations. Meaſe's con- 
duct at the Iiland was very ſeverely, though very juſtly, treated 
in Porcupine's Gazette; and it will be remembered, that he hated 
me for refuſing to publiſh his baſe and affaſſin-like attack on poor 
lottifh Mifflin. If the man who reads this note, has not read the 
firſt number of the Ruſh-Light, I beg him to turn to it, where 
he will fee recorded an act of this Meaſe, ſurpaſſing in ingrati- 
tude, in treachery, in cowardly black-hearted malice, any thing 
ever imputed even to the inhabitants of the infernal regions. 
And, when he has read this, let him recollect, that this Meaſe is 
the pupil, the dear friend, and one of the trumpets of Ruſh, who, 
in his Account of the Yellow Fever of 1793, een God for pre 
lerving the young man's © precious life! Such, or nearly fach, 
are all his friends. | 

KS. 22x. * and 


_ threatened to 
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and the abominable remedies they employ, Ruth 
and his lawſuit ſoon became the topic. Mr. Cob- 
bett certainly did, on this occafion, as on many 
others, make uſe of words firongly expreſſive of 
his reſentment at Ruſh's infolent and vexatious ap- 
peal to the law, and he well remembers threatening 
to make him repent of it ; bat, as to ng him, he 
utterly denies it; for, though he has to atone for 
too many fins of this fort, he is certain that he 
never ſo far degraded a curſe as to beſtow it on Ruſh. 
And, with reſpect to his faying, that he would per- 
ſecute his memory after his death, the thing is ablo- 
lutely incredible : he might as reaſonably have 
te the of a — or 
maggot. Can the Ruſt,” ſays Job, © grow up 
« without mire ? Whilſt it is — in his 

and not cut down, it withereth before any other herb. 
Upon reading theſe words, one is — to be- 
ang that the holy ſeer really had the Pennſyl- 
vanian Hi 1 his eye; for, though he is 
yet in his be is fill alive, his 
fame bas periſhed of ale; it is withered and dead. 


However, Gentlemen, what degree of credit ſo- 
ever may be inclined to give to the tefiimony 
of Phyſtcian Meaſe, though you ſhould believe that 
the defendant uttered the words preciſely as the wit- 
neſs has fiated, you muſt remember, that theſe 
words were uttered eight months after the ſuit was 
commenced ; and that they cannot tend to eſtabliſh 
the malice imputed to the publications, for which 
this action is brought, becauſe they expreſs refent- 
ment againſt Ruſh for his conduct. ſubſequent to thoſe 
publications. 


| The next of the volunteer witneſſes is John Rd. 
man Core. He tells you, Gentlemen, that, on the 
2d of Oclober 1797, which was ſome weeks after 


4 this 


b 
C 
r 
5 


Damme, ſaid the little bleeder, * ſhoot one 


© SD 
he was in Mr. Cob- 


this action was 


| bett's houſe ®, and that he there heard him fay, 


that he did not believe he ſhould have faid /o muck 
% on bleeding or mercurials if Dr. Ruſh had not 
« been the founder of the ſy ſtem. By the little 
cunuing ſniveller's noting down the very day of his 
viſit, it would appear that he attached great import- 
ance to theſe words; but, Gentlemen, y you affuredly 
cannot believe, that they have the leaſt tendency to 
eſtabliſh the malice, which is imputed to the publi- 
cations of the defendant. Mr. Cobbett ſaid, he 
&« believed, that he ſhould not have ſaid / muck 
% about bleeding and mercurials, it Dr. Ruſt bad 
*« not been the founder of the ſyſtem.” What is 

the meaning of theſe words? Do they imply malice 
againſt the man, as the babblers on the other fide 
have afferted ? No ſuch thing, Mr. Cobbett having 
always entertained that opinion of Ruth, which his 


Les, this ſubaltern Sangrado did really come to my houfe 


about this time, and did very earneſtly intercede with me in 
behalf of his ; and, by the ſame token, I remember 
l. phyſicians of Philadelphia, whom 
he very ſtr perſuaded me to lampoon / Upon this lift were 
the names of Khun, Wiſtar, Parie, and feveral others; and the 
baſe which he wiſhed me to prefer againſt theſe re- 

gentlemen and truly eminent phyſicians, was, that they 
had dejerted the poor in the hour of diſtreſs, than which nothing 
would have been more falſe and malicious, or would have pro- 
duced againſt the parties more public odium and reproach. 
of your quills at 
* them: you'll ſet Wiſtar dancing mat, and he's a fly democrat.” 
I reffied this cloquent gige. I felt no inclination to ſet 
Dr. os Frm A : for, whatever might be his palitical 

to 


N great private worth. 
Such ae he ak the friends, and the witneſſes of Ruſh! 
Such are the fellows, who have the impudence to come forward 


in a court of juſtice, and accuſe me of znderband malice! Happy 
would it have been for them, had they been yet unborn. Their 


great leader will fink, and will drag them all down with him to 


the bottom of the mire. 
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himſelf; and I had always heard, that h 


© 


conduct in the fever of 1793 was fo well calcy. 
lated to confirm; having always looked upon him 
as a wild and perſerering experimenter, and having 
ſeen him publiſh, that he was © ref/ved to fick to 
* his principles and his practice to the la extremity,” 
was it not very natural, that the character of the 
man ſhould increaſe his zeal againſt the tſyiiem ? 
And, was it not as natural that he ſhould ſay, that 
be believed be ſhould not have ſaid fo muck againſt 
it, if Ruſh had not been its founder? Permit me 
to put a caſe to yon, Gentlemen. Suppole Jeticr. 
fon were to propoſe to you a new alliance with 
France: ſhould you liſten to it with the fame pa- 
tience as you would to a fimilar propoſition from 
Mr. Adams? And would you not be juſtificd in 
declaring, that you believed you ſhould not have 
— . much about it, if Jefferſon had not been the 

r? Shonld you not, if this your declaration 
were bronght forward as a proof of your malice 
againſt Jefferſon, ſpurn at the promoters of the 


charge and the wretched ſpies they had employed? | 


Were you free men, nay, were you vafſals, were 
you flaves, were you any thing but Americans, you 


The laſt of tis goedly trio of betrayers of private 
converiation is William Dewees *. 1 


I hive ſhown that the other two witneſſes had a private 
e againſt me, and that Dewees hid alſo, the reader will be 
| ce by — 


 Porcupine's Gazette. 
* Another Puff.“ 


(From the New York Gazette.) 


« Meſſrs. M*Lean and Lang, 
« A Philadelphian now in New York was yeſterday forry to 
« r 
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And here, Gentlemen, I ſhall, for the firſt time, 
take the liberty to deviate, for one moment, from 
my ſubject, in order to give you ſome idea of the 

character of the father of this witnets. This is fully 

warranted by the manner in which the action has 
been attempted to be ſupported by the Ruthite 
pleaders, who have not only loaded the character 
of the defendant himſelf with every fpecies of ca- 
lumny, but have moſt ſhamefully 


ſlandered his 
honeſt parents, by afferting that he is © a wretch 
« eaſt up from the {ie of mankind.” That this 
is falte you well know, and that it merits that re- 
taliation which truth can inflict you cannot deny. 
The gin- ſnop of the plaintiff you are all 
acquainted with; ſomething very pretty might be 
ſaid about the relations and the deſcendants of the 
two firſt witnefſes, Meuſe and Core ; and the fol- 
lowing account of the progenitor of Dewees ſeems 
necef{ary to complete the genealogy. 


The modeſty of this able and v/eful phyſician” 
never ſuffered him, I dare ſay, to ſuppoſe that the 
fame of his anceſtor was recorded in Airy; and I 
have no doubt that he will feel himſelf obliged to 
me for acquainting him with the fact. Mr. Smyth, 


who was a Britiſh officer, confined as a priſoner of 
war in the gaol of Philadelphia, 2 


* ing that his abſence from Philadelphia will prove a ſerious loſs to 
* the afflited of ; * abang, 4g 


* Sunday Morning, Sept. 17, 1797 


This article, which was, moſt probably, ſent to the New Tork 
Gazette by the abt and aſeful phytician himſelf,” was inſerted 
in my paper immediately after my comments on one of Ruſh's 
moſt impudent puffs. This is the way they have gone on all 
e There is not a ſingle member of the fraternity 


who is not a 
ems” ad el form a ſeparate and moſt 


* 'This is © bi 


eumous article in the Ruſh-Light. 


lution, 
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lution, and who afterwards publiſhed an account of 
his treatment, ſpeaks thus of the father of the wit- 
neſs : 


-. 


« All this time the gaoler charged us at an extra- 
= nt rate for diet, fire, and candle, beſides an 
« allowance that he received from the Congrets for 
«© that purpoſe; by which means he extorted every 
* farthing of money from us, as far as our credit 
t then would go. But being determined not to 
« run in debt, I at length refuicd to pay him any 
* more than the Congreſs allowed, and was obliged 
« after this to ſubſiſt upon bread and water alone 
« during feven weeks. This gaoler's name was 
* Thomas Decwees, as tyrannical, cruel, infamous a 
« villain as ever diſg human nature.” After 
Mr. Smyth joined the army, he came with 
it from the Head of Elk to Philadelphia. On 
« the morning,” ſay 
ic tachment of the Britiſh army firſt entered Phila- 
« delphia, a number of the Americans fell into my 
40 — and amongſt the reſt Thomas Dewees, the 
« cruel, tyranmical gaoler, under whofe iron talons 
« | had ſuffered ſo 83 As ſoon as 
« this wretch found that I was the officer command- 
c ing the party, his terror is not to be deſcribed, as 
« he expected nothing leſs than immediate death; 
« falling on his knees he for his life, and 
« for mercy: I deficed him to cenfider what he 
<« mented from me. He acknowledged he deferved 
neither ſavour nor compatlion; faid that his orders 
« reſpecting me had been more rigorous than againſt 
* any other, and owned that he had executed "them 
. in their full ſeverity ; but ſtill moſt earneſily en- 
treated forgiveneſs. I told him that for the fake 
«* of his innocent wiſe and ch:{rex (for he bad a 
large family), I would forgive him, as he pro- 
« feſſed fincere contrition. and propoſed to _—_ 
"mi 


be, of the day that a de- 
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« the oaths of allegiance to his Majeffy : this he rea- 
« dily performed: and had the audacity afterwards 
« f applying to Earl Cornwallis to be appointed 
E Deputy Provoſt Marſhal over the rebel priſaners in 
« Philadelphia, in the accompliſhment of which 
e purſuit, however, he very juſily failed“ 


Such is the account which hiſtory gives of the 
father. Now let us judge of the fon, by the evi- 
dence which, in this trial, he has given with the 
intent of eſtabliſhing the charge of malice againſt the 
defendant. The witnets relates to you, that, being 
at the defendant's houſe in the month of Junuary 
1797 (nine months previous to the date of the pub- 


lications, on which the action is gr , he heard 
him reprobate the Eulogium on Rittenhouſe, which 


Ruſh had juſt then delivered; and that, on this 
occaſion, he heard the defendant fay, that the Eulo- 
gium was 10 republican,” adding, Damm hm, I 
* will attack hin for it.” Hence, Gentlemen, you 
are requeſted to believe, that the publications of 
September were no more than a fulfilment of the 
threat of Jarnary; and that Ruth's ſyſtem of bleed - 
ing was attacked from political motives, and not from 
any opinion that the defendant entertained of its 
dangerous effects. Levi has told you, that Mr. 
Cobbett never attacked the Doctor's politics: not 
* a word,” fays he, © was ever ſeen upon tat head; 
* his attack was deſigned to be on a part more in- 
* jurious to the man; he threatens in January, and 
*© executes in September. The arrow was fiuck in 
* his fide, he did not attempt to draw it out at the 
* moment, but he let it remain till a fit period for 
* making it felt.” 


* See Surrn's Tour 1 THE UNITED STATES. Theſe ex- 
tracts are taken from vol. ii. p. 293 and 422. The work his 
long been in the Philadelphia library, and has been ſold in cvery 
ay in the United States. 


When 
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When a ſmall lawyer gets hold of a figure of he. 
toric, he uſes it as awkwardly as a baby does a 
| Enife, ſometimes ſeizing it by the handle ani ſome- 
times by the blade, while the compaiiiouate Jury 
fit trembling with anxiety for the conſequences. 
Such, Gentlemen, mutt have been your feelings 
whilft liſtening to the illuſtration of Levi. But 
the nonſenſe of my little Moſes's figure, palpable as 
it is, is not quite to palpable as its falſchood. It is 
falle, no/orinufly falle, to fay that Mr. Cobbett never 
attacked the Doctor's Eulogium on Rittenhouſe, 
He did attack it. Nor did the arc. as the liraclite 
calls it, remain long to rankle in his fide. He threat- 
encd in January 1797, and there is not a man 
amongſt you, who does not know, that in his Cen- 
' for for the very ſame month of January, he put his 
threat into execution. Further : which of you has 
not read the laſt Will and Teftament of Peter 
Porcupine, publiſhed in March 1797; and which 
of you, then, docs not now, that the Eulogium 
was there attacked a fecond time, previous to the 
publiſhing of the words laid in the declaration? 
The filly fans-culottiſh Eulogium was not only 
attacked, but was deſtroyed, and was, by the de- 
fendant and elſe, completely forgotten 
long before the month of September“ . What then 
e becomes 


5 
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becomes of the ſupport, which this part of the teſ- 
timony of Dewees 1s intended to give to the 


of malice? —How it dwindles and diſappears! 


The latter part of this man's evidence is, like the 
former, merely pre/umptrue, and, upon examination, 
it will be found to be equally deftitute of weight. 
But, Gentlemen, there is ſomething elſe, of which, 
take it altogether, it is alſo deſtitute. 


| 1 
You ſay, then, you blood-ſucki elf, 
That vou' ve been our obyfician,” all round ? 
I ſwear that you ne'er bled myſelf, 
And the proof is Tin het above ground *. 


From this tefiimony of Dewees, however, you 
are requeitcd, and almoſt ordered, to believe, that 
Mr. Cobbett had no real diſlike to the Ruihite em, 
but that his attack on the ſyſtem aroſe from the 
malice which he entertained againft the mun.—This 
concluſion, admitting the premiſes, is very unfair; 
for the evidence does not ftate, that the witneis was 
either employed or recommended by the defendant, 
in caſes of the yel/orw ferer. Indeed, it expreſsly 
fiates that he was not; and you well A, that the 
deſendant has had the pur” fever twice in his fa- 
mily, and that it is the Rufhite treatment of his 


diſeaſe alone, which the publications before you were 


„ wo . 
But this general reply, 22 - -Þ op ſatisfactory, 
ſhall not content me : the witneſs deſerves to be 


Tacke done, que tn, Monſieur rasta, 
_ © Was gueri d'une forte maladie: 
« La n 
8 - Cl, que je fas encore en vie.” 


It is worthy of remark, that the Satiriſt here calls Doctor Per. 
rault an aſſaſfu, and that, harflh as the term is, Perrault never 
brought an action of flander againſt him: if he had, all the ſatiſ- 
facuon he would have obtained, would have been a Her, ugh— 
by the French writers was he — er 
far from that ane min ought to be allowed to call another 
an aſſaſſin "but a court of juſtice, under the old French govern- 
ment, would have cle: 4 that the words of Boileau did 
Ar that Perrauſt was actually a murderer; 

and they would have juſtly concluded, that the medical character 


which was endangered by by an epigram, was not worthy of the 
tection of the law. oe 
expoſed. 


1 


Being aſked how long he had attended in 

Mr. Cobbett's family, he replies: from the return 
« of the citizens in 1793,” which certainly means, 
that he had given all the medical aflifian-e required 
in the ſamily, from the autumn of 1798 to this 
— time, the autumn of 1799.—Now, Gentle- 
men, recollect that this man was iworn to * tell the 
« truth, the hole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
© { help him Gad; and then I beg your attention to 
a true ſtory. 


Dr. Budd was Mr. Cobbett's family Doctor, from 
the time that he arrived in Philadelphia to the time 
that he quitted it; but in the ſummer of 1;98 
Dr. Budd retircd into New Jerſey, where he remained 
till the le returned to ” city. Mrs. Cobbett 
was at this time pregnant, and, as a precaution, in 
caſe of need, ſome one was for to ſupply the 
of Dr. Budd. Mr. Cobbett was fituated at 
uftleton, 50 miles from Dr. Budd, 12 from Phila- 
delphia, and $ from Dewees. Very pretlfing folicita- 
tions were made to Dr. Budd, who would have ſtaid 
at Bufileton on had not his family de- 
manded his pr No one from the city could 
be thought on; becauſe, befides the great riſk arif- 

ing from his conftant em „the gentleman 
engaged might die before the time arrived, and Mr. 
Cobbett knew that the friends with whom he lived, 
had ſome ion to receiving into their houſe per- 
ſons coming from the feat of infection and mortality. 
Under thete circumſtances, Dewees was applied to, 
but not till after repeated efforts had been made in 
vain to ſecure the attendance of a reputable female 
practitioner. Thus; then, Granny Dewces was in- 
troduced into the defendant's family as a laſt ſhift, 


a poor deſpicable pis aller. 
8 2 . Mrs. 
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Mrs. Cobbett returned to the city before the child 
was born, and Dr. Budd would now have been the 
man: but as Granny Dewees had been beſpoten, and 
as he had been put to the trouble of two or three 
to Bufileton, it was determined that he 
ſhould attend ; but not without the expreſs promiſe 
from Mrs. Cobbett to her huſband, that ſhe would 
ſwallow none of his drugs, and that Dr. Budd ſhould 
— if any medical aſſiſtance ſhould be found 
ary, —All terminated well: Granny Dewees 
performed his part as expertly as ſkilful dame 
ot Folly wont re ended his 
"EEE Sn: 


In — 1209.06 gertes were td6- 
buted preciſely in the fame way as they were in 
1798. The dyſentery raged in the nei 
of Mr. Cobbett, who was afraid that his little boy 
| had got the diſorder, and who, thereupon, wrote a 
note to the pis-aller, Dewees, deſcribing the ftate of 
the child, ting him to ride over to Buſtteton, 
and to bring with him what he be of 
uſe. He attended the next day, and left a packet of 


pun As ſoon as the man of ſcience was gone, 
and Mrs. Cobbett, and a young man who has 
long 


lived in the family, held a conſultation, not on 
the patient, but on the drugs; which, after a very 
deliberate diſcuſſion, it was unanimouſly refolved 
to throw mto the fire. —The child recovered; Dewees 
attributed the recovery to his mercurials, and has, 
I dare fay, recorded it amongſt the wonders he has 
wrought. He was ſuffered to hug himſelf in the de- 
_ ception, and there ended his © attendance,” in the 
delendant's family, for the ſecond and laſt time. 


Now, Gentlemen, was this attending in Mr. Cob- 


bett's family * from the autumn of 1798?” Dewees 


called at Mr. Cobbeti's in the ſpring of 1799, aud 
| 0 aerving 
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obſerving a mark on the little boy's arm, he aſked if 
he had been inoculated : Mrs. Cobbett told him he 
had, and he well knew that le had not been the in- 
oculator. He, therefore, knew that he had not at- 
tended in the family *©* from the autumn of 1798.” 


This witneſs being aſked who was Mr. Cobbett's 
family Phyſician, replies: I cannot tell.” —Hear 
the truth, Gentlemen. While he was attending on 
Mrs. Cobbett, her little ter was taken ill. See- 
ing the child with all the a nces of fickneſs 
about her, he aſked what remedies had been ap- 
for her. —So that he nem, and could have told who 
was the family Doctor of the defendant. 


mended by Mr. Cobbett to any other families, he 
ics: © Yes; y. — The truth is this. 
tile Mr. Cobbett was at Buſtleton, and while the 
phyficians were all employed or diſperſed, he adviſed 
TEE CE 
bleeding at the noſe, to ſend for the pis-aller, judging 
him to be ſomewhat better than no Doctor at all. 
Twice is not frequently. Frequently means oftentimes 
and commonly. Befides, if Dewees had recollected 
that the oath bound him, in the name of God, to 
tell the whole truth, he would have told you, that 
at the very time that he was viſiting theſe two 
neighbours of the defendant, another neighbour was 
taken ill of what was thought to be the yellow fe- 
ver, and that Mr. Cobbett, who could have 
Dewees to the ſpot in an hour, ſent for Dr. Manges, 
firſt to Philadelphia, then into the Neck, and atter 
that to Jenkintown, whence he was at laſt brought 
to the patient, at 12 o'clock at night * ! 


and ſending for Doctors to my 


neighbours, does not ſeem to be a very good proof of that hr ; 
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What. tlien, becomes of the evidence; what be- 


comes of the character and the conſcience, the body 
and the foul, of Dewees* ? 


But, Gentlemen of the Jury, this refutation of 
the verbal teſti imony was entirely uſeleſs to yo. You 
wanted no information on the ſubject, but what 

already poſſeſſed. You all know of yourſebves, that, 
when the yellow fever was in Mr. Cobbett's own 
family, the phyficians he employed were not of the 
ſchool of Sangra:i'v; you naw, that they were 
Doctar Monges and that very Doctor Stedens, whom 
the impudent and infolent Ruth had accuſed of 
aying mare than the feeord, and to whom the defend- 
ant, along with hundreds of others, owe the preſery- 
ation of their hives. Neither you, nor any other 
inhabitant of Philadelphia, can plead ignorance of 
this fact. Mr. Cobbett has more than once made 
his public acknowledgments to theſe prefervers of 


himſelf and his family. What further information, 


neſs of heart and that infiguificance in ſociety, which the ly ing and 
ungrateful miſcreants of Philadelphia have afeted to attribute to 
me.—Goveraor M*tKean, lawyer Hopkinton, and lawyer — 
were, laſt ſummer, depoſited in farm-houſes near my 
treat. I'll engage no neighbour was ever troubled with their folk 
citude for his welfare; I believe, that no one, even of the moſt 
wreiched, would have liſtened to a recommendation fro n their 
lips; and | much queſtion, if my <vord would not, amongſt any of 


my neighbonrs, have paſſed for more than the joint loud of the 
three. 


* am told that Dewees has ſaid, that he is ſorry ſor what has 
happened; and, for once, I belicve him moſt ſincerely ! But it 
is a pity he was not taken with this fit of remorſe, before he march- 
ed amongſt the volunteers to the Court, to betray the private con- 
verſation of his cuftomer. | 

Strange to teil, Ryſp alſo ſays he is hre. 7 ©; mpathetic ſoul: 
I dare fay, it grieves him to death ts be wa "0 receive goco 
dollars of Pritifh money !—Tt is ſaid, however, that he has gotten 
his c-ariot ncw- painted, and has ſpruced himfelf up, fince the 
& liberal 83 This does not look much like mourning. 
Whether his forrow was cxpreſſed frce the gleam of the Ruſh- 


Light began to appear, or before, I cannot aicertain. 
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then, can you want? You Aua, that, when he was 
kmjelf attacked by the dreadful difcafe, in that aw- 
ful moment, you &ncw that he not only rejected the 
ſynlem againft which he had written, but that he 
put himielt into the hands of the very men whom 
your Ruſh had marked out as medical murderers, 
and thus gave to his opinion the pledge of his life ? 
What better affurance could he give ot his diſbelief 
in Ruth, and of his coufidence in the oppoſite ſyſtem? 
What cl-arer proof of his fincerity, of the purity and 
dene volence of his intentions, do you want? And 
what clearer proof, you tuiprivus and ungrateſul 
people, what clearer proof can you have, unleſs you 
rip open his boſum and look into his heart? 


Here, Gentlemen, I cloſe my defence. I have 
ſhown you that the publications of the defendant 
are true; and that, with retpert to his intentions, 
the imputation ot malice is fue. You mult be 
convinced, that the action is vexatious and ground- 
les; tha: it is a war of private intereſt and ambi- 
tion againli the ſaſety, the happinets, and the very 
lives ot the people. Sti ding thus upon the firm 
ground of juſtification, | diſdain hackneyed invo- 

catious to th liberty of the prets. The defendant 
ſtands in need of the inte rpoſition of no imaginary 
godd is; he treks no ſhelter from new-diſcovered 
principles and new fangled inſtitutions; he afks no 
other rights, privileges, or immunities, than thoſe 
which the humbleſt of his humble forefathers en- 
joyed; his motto is the motto of his countrymen, 
| Nolunus leges Anglia mutari; from thoſe laws, the 
common, the eſtabliſhed, the ancient laws of Eng- 

land, and from thoſe laws alone, he will accept of 
protection. From your hands he begs not for mercy, 
dat demands juſtice; and ſhould you deſpiſe this 
demand; ſhould you liſten to the ſuggeſtions of his 

| baſe perſccutors, and endeavour to © make him 4 
I &« blighted 


his care and his toil; though you 
his life with domeſtic diſtreſs, you will, thereby, 
but extort freſh proofs of his fortitude and integrit, 
and of the baſeneſs, the malice, the ingratitude and 
perfidy of his foes: you will only give luſtre to his 
character, and ſtamp infamy on your own. Nay, 
ſhould your friends, your neighbours, your coun- | 
trymen, ns he wet. tobe in applauding an ini- 
quitous decifion ; and ſhould you go on rejoicing 
to the very verge of the grave, ſtill you and your 
accomplices ſhould bear in mind, that all does not 
end there, and that death is not eternal The 
witneffes, to whom you have liſtened with ſuch de- 
are no caſuiſis, I ween, or they would have 
perceived, that giving ſuch evidence as manifeſily 
tends 3» produce @ teitef of wile is nat true, is ſome- 
og very like ; and that, HE who has ſaid, 
ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs thy 
«© neighbour,” will not be put off with ſubterſuges 
and mental refervations. Nor would I have you 
forget, Gentlemen, that there is another ribunal in 
will appear, not to j but to be 
— and that, ffecking to believe what you do 
not and what you cannot believe, though it may 
here ſerve as a convenient excuſe, will not juſiily 
you m the of the Searcher of all hearts, in 
whoſe awful name you have to do juſtice! 
There it will not be aſked, whether the plaintif 
were an American and a republican; nor, whether 
the defendant were a Briton and a royalift : the only 


ang Loo iodine ee ro 


they would not have aſſeſſed a ſhilling 


knew before all that t 


Ss ; 
queſtion put to you, will he—have you ated accord- 
ng to yur CONSC!ENCES? That, and that alone, 
will be the ſubject of the inqueſt, and the ground 
of the judgment! 


—— — 


POSTSCRIPT TO THE SECOND EDITION. 


SINCE the foregoing ſheets were publiſhed, it is 
faid, that the jurors declare, that, had my lawyers 
my cauſe as well as I have done it myſelf, 


againſt me. Paltry excuſe! There is no new fact, 
of any importance, brought to light by me. 


little 


hey know now ; but t 
expected the expoſure which has taken place. 
now fee themſelves pointed at as a ſet of perjured 
villains, and they lay hold of any apology that pre- 
ſents itfelf. I will, however, endeavour to preſerve 
their vile names from oblivion a little longer. 


LIST OF THE FIVE THOUSAND JURY. 


Iſaac Partan, hardwareman, No. 10, South Third-ſtreet; 
W. Joſeph 8. 


36, 
a 


la the laſt Number I put, by miſtake, John Parton inftead 


| of J[ſaac Parton.— I have been told, that Thomas W. Arma 
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thr-atens to ze me. TI wonder what has filled the pate of this 
Philadelphian coxcomb with lv? Does he imagine, that, be- 
cauſe he was © dreſſed up in a lirtle briet authoruy an the 14h 
of December laſt, his conduct at that time is Hut to be inq ired 
ima? Does he imagine, that his ha\vmg been a juryn an will 
render him facred and inviol abe? | am only forry that he is too 
inf: gaificant a creature to attract public attention. tie puts me in 
mind of thoſe littie vermin, which often eſcape a mortal iqu eze, 
becauſe they are too ſmall for us to feel them with our fingers. — 
I requeſt, however, that my corre t will not exclu te this 
article trom the Engliſh editim. The Yhvadclphians, in te hey- 
day of their mal grant exultation, called the decition againſt me 
an important one, triumphantly publiſhing the names of the jurors; 
and as their publication never was, and never will be, read, thrie 
jurors ouglit to thank me tor inatehing their names from oblivion. 


GExSTLEMEN, | 

IF you are not a mere mob, you muſt have ſome 
little defire to know in what light your public con- 
duct is viewed by the reft of mankind; I therefore 
take the liberty to inſurm you, and your countrymen 
in general, that your % choice of « Lord Mayor has 
procured you the honourable applautes of all the 
republicans, revolutioniſts, rebels, and regicides in 
America. That the authenticity of fo agreeable an 
article of information may not be a matter of doubt 
with yon, I here inſert an extract from a democratic 
newſpaper of New York, entitled, the American 
«© Caizen,” which extract I humbly recommend to 
be nailed up, in letters of brats, in ſome conipi - 
cuous part of your Guildhall. 


RE « New York, Friday, March 18, 1800. 
« We publith in our paper of this day, an ac- 
% count of the proceedings at the election for 
* Lord Mer of the city of Lunuen. The London 
| 4e papers 
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ec papers which we have received, and which con- 
& tali an account of this trautaction, are of an 

« Hir dite thin feveral other accounts that have 
been received from Europe. We believe, hov- 
« ever, that this tranſaction has not been publitked 
in am) paper of the United States; it will, there- 
+ fore, probably, be gratitying to many of our 
« reader>, and to a ſtill greater number it muſt be 
« eflcattally intereſt ing, to know the political ſeuti- 
© ment th.t is prevalent in the capitol of England. 
„ It is not the mere circumffance of the election of 
a corporation officer in a diſtant country that can 
„ be f any confequence to the American Citizen; 
“ hut conſequences drawn from certain facts are 
« frequently of vaſt importance in political calcu- 
4 lation. It is in this point of view, that we have 
„ rraton to rejaice at the late election in the city 
& London. One of the candidates in this caſe was 
«© the known and decided friend of monarchy, the ad- 
“ vocate of every meaſure of Enghth adminiſtra- 
* tion; and his opinions harmonized with the 
8 arrangements of the government. Ano- 
« ther of the candidates poſſefled ſentiments di- 
6 rectly te. Alderman Combe, who was elect- 
ed to the Mayoralty of the city of London, is 
© repated to be, and we believe, with truth, @ frm 
* republican in his political ſentiments. He has 
* tramphed over all oppoſition, which _ - 

% moſt uncquivocaly certainty, that he « 

© England is making progreſs in the Miche, — 44 
© lcan ſentiments; and that, from this fiugle cir- 
| * cumftance, there is reaton to believe, that energy 
* of mind in that country will riſe fu to the 
© political degradation into which its government 
has endeavored to precipitate it. "Should an 
event of this fort exhibit itſelf in England, it 
© would fircngthen, in a high degree, republicanjm 
_ © throughout the world, and become the guarantce 
T2 * of 
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of the beſt intereſts of liberty among the human 


No, Gentlemen, what think you of this com- 
pliment? The political ſentiments of your eulogiſt 
are here fully difplayed, and the inference to be 
drawn from his eulogy is too evident to eſcape you. 
This man rejoices at the reſult of the late election, 
becauſe the candidate, whom you have rejected, is 
* # Grvided frms of anarchy,” and becauie the ene 
you have choſen is © a firm can.” Hence he 
very naturally e 
| licans are not the moſt correct writers in the _— 
« of England is making progreſs in the diffuſion, 


diffuſion ] of republican ſentiments ;” w 
— 89 mali „ 
England will, ere long, be deſtroyed, 


ſtrengthened 
out the world; a hope in which, 1 dare fay, he is 
mol heartily joined by the regicides of France. | 


Wben men's political conduct is fuch as to merit 
the enthufiaſtic applauſes of every enemy of their 
king and country, it requires no comment ; 1 ſhall, 
therefore, only add, that I truſt it will be very long, 
ere © a reform in Parlament” will enable you and 
your numerous brother-citizens to ſend forty Combes 
at a time to occupy the benches of the Houſe of 
Commons; for, whenever that unfortunate day ar- 

rives, Britain will ſoon be what Holland now is. 


New York, Parzx PorcvuyiNnE. 
Marci 19, 1800. 


1 
at Cadiz, no freight to be paid, being the owners” property. 
Third, A mani feſt and - am he the whole cargo, under 
the ſeals and ſignature of the officers of the cuſtoms tor the 
port of Chacleiioa, by which it appeared that the whole of 
this cargo was ſhipped in Auguſt laſt at Charleſton, and 
was cleared out for Cadiz. Fourth, An affidavit made by 
Mr. Foltz in the ſtrongeſt terzas, who ſwears that the whole 
of this cargo actually belonged to him and Mr. Mann, his 
partner, merchants and citizens of the United States, and that 
no other perion whatſoever had any ii tereſt therein, directly 
or indir ctly. This affidavit is made he fore a notary pub lie 
at Charleiton, of the name of John Mitchell, who certihes 
the fame under his ſcal, with the uſual formality, and alſo 
certifies the reſpectability and eitiaenſſ: ip of Mann and Foltz; 
and for fear there fliould be any doubt of the authenticity 
of this paper, certiticaies from the Britiih and Spaniſſi con- 
fuls are annexed, to etta>l:{h the official fituatioa of Mr. 
Mitchell (which leads me to expreſs a ſtrong with that his 
Majeſty's conſuls will Le, in future, a little more cautious 
| how they affix the arms of Great Britain to ſuch trumpery). 
Fifth, A roll of equipage. Sixth, Letters patent, under 


7 


gerent powers has any intereſt in this veſſel, directly 
indirectly. Seventh, A letter of inſtructions to the maſ- 
figned Mann and F who order him to deliver this 
te at Cadiz, who had orders to remit the pro- 


gs 


; 
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This veſſel ſailed from Cadiz laſt December, 


WS 3 


Taggart, who had been the mate, to be maſter, 
* appoin ited his brother mate. Without diſcharging this 
cargo at Charleſton, which was regiſtered in the cuſtom- 
houſe at Cadiz (as appears by the papers found on board), 
as the property of Spaniards, to be delivered at Laguira; 
procured American papers, to fhow that the cargo, 
being the property of American citizens, was fhipped tor 
Laguira at Charleſton, on board the American ſhip Polly, 
both veſſel and cargo the property of American citizens, 
Selling at Charleſton. Under cover of theſe papers they 
arrived at Laguira, where Noili diſpoſed of the cargo agree- 
ably to its original deſtination, and loaded the preſent 
principally for the account of the houſe of Brine, 4 
dia. At Laguira he and Taggart formed a ſet of papers, 
to ſhow that Taggart had purchaſed this cargo, with 
the of the outward cargo, owned by Mann 
and Foltz, and that he had ſhipped it for their account 
and nfk, to be delivered to them at Charleſton. With theſe 
| the veſſel ſailed for Laguira, actually bound to Cadiz, 
but to touch at Charleſton, for 2 * 
curing American papers, as fully appeared by the papers 
— concealed. Noili ſtaid at Logs, age he mentions, 
in one of his letters, his fear that if the Engiiſh found him 
on board it might condemn the whole. The veſſel arrived 
ſafe at Charleſton the maſter having, with bis falſe paper, 
deceived the officers of a Britiſh 1 . Þ-4 ä was 
examined during this paſſage. At Charleſton ipped a 
new crew, and having procured American papers of all 
kinds, without landing the cargo, he ſailed for Charleſton. 


The maſter, and his brother the mate, whoſe name is 
Samuel T „ were examined on oath ; they call them- 
felves citizens of Rhode-Iſland, and confirmed the account 
given of this veſſel ard cargo by her papers, and declared 
that no papers of any kind whatever had been deſtroved or 
concealed in any ſhape. The crew having been ſhipped at 
Charleiion, after this ſhip was ready #: = fn, could give no 
account about her. The cook, unfortinatii for the cor- 
— had not been converted from the Chriſtian to the 
Jacobia religion, and was fooliſh 
was Lound to tell the truth, when exam: dad on oath; and the 

filly fellow * how Semuei Taggart the * 
4 


to believe that he 
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after the veſſel was brought to by the ſhips of war, ordered 
hun to burn a quantity of 3 2 ry which from the appear. 
ance he ſuppoſed to be the log-book ; that he burned the 
whole in the mate's preſence. The matter claimed this 
veſſel and eres for —̃ — — 
_—_ — ters 


— its enemics. What —— to receive for 

fervices is beit known to themlſclves; though I belies 
trom the beſt fermion 1 can cus. tha the mate 
was oxerſtocked with the conſciences of — 
very low rate. It was fully aſcertained by theſe letters 
papers, that this veſſel and cargo belonged to, and were under 
the fule management of a S — — 
. corp ues put INN oF 
under bis ſole direction and 


nat own one ſhilling'oworth of the property, unleſs they 
could p to own fome cocoa and indigo, to the value 
_ of four thaufand dollars, which Noth directs his corre- 
zpondent to deliver to their order at Cadiz, free of freight, ot 
commiſſion, as he hoped they would charge no commuttion 
tor the fervices at Charleſton. 


After this ſtatement, it is ſcarcely neceffary that I ſhould 
fav the wa, jndge (as this virtuous race of neutrals are 
plealer! to lle the ju of a Britiſh Court of Admiralty) 
zondenne. both veſſel and and I need not tell you 
how glad | am that the neat proceeds will, in a few days, 
be diſtributed amor:gft ſome of thoſe brave men who are the 
defenders of the cirilized world. But I cannot conclude 
without obſerving, that if this caſe ſhould come to the know- 
edge of the American Goreraument, and it negle& to 4 
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cure thoſe papers, and decorate the pi 


with them, and 
the ears of the good citizens who fabricate them, I feel 
little doubt, in my opinion, that that feeble, philoſophie go- 
vernment will ſoon paſs away like an empty ſhadow ; and it 
will remain with the people who profets the Chriſtian reli- 

to unite in forming a ſtrong and energetic governmeit, 
. powerful to eraſe from the face of the earth a 
ſet of vile 4 — who deny the exiſtence of God, and 
comfort their doubting converts with the hope, that, even if 
they ſhould find death to be other than eternal fleep, yet 
that it would require only one grand revolutionary move- 
ment to republicanize the infernal regions, and eſtabliſh a 
democracy in IIell. I am, &c. 


Such, reader, is American moralily ! Such is the 
morality of a people who have taken for their 
motto, Firtue, Liberty, and Hulle ſemdemce! —1 
have at times ſeen, in thoſe Britiſh priuts v hich are 
famed tor nothing but their attachment to the 
enemies of Britain, very ſevere reflections on the 
conduct which our naval command rs and Admi- 
ralty jadges have been © guilty of” (as it is phrafed), 
towards the American ncutrals. I truft that the 
facts ſtated in the above letter will induce all loyal 
ſubjects to doubt the truth of the accutations which 
theſe {:litions prints are continnally preferring 


. ö a olficers. 
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Rrzves's THoucnTs, &. Let. _n 


In the Numbers of the Ruth-Light 
have given a ſketch of the pa and of the 
moral and literary character of Ruſh ; I have de- 
hs Be YN che of gag conteſt, 
the frightful conſequences of his ſyſtem of de- 

LSE 5 of rex Toad 

the publication w t 

— "= oppreſſive 
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oppreffive and un 


againſt me, in the city of Philadelphia. ly ws 


I ſhould ſtop, were my deſign confined to a defence 
of my own character, and to the blafting of that of 
my perſecutors. But as I obſerved in the introduc. 
tion to the fabjedt, my views extend to far greater 
— ; and therefore, though the injuſtice towards 

rr though 
it has excited the indignation — oy 

—— 18 favour, every 
latent ſentiment of friendſhip, and has, with reſpec 
to me, na meaſure extinguĩſhed the ardent 
embers of political hatred ; every with of a 
private nature is gratificd even to ſatiety, ſtill the 
public and the world have on me a claim which it 
would be a deren con of duty to refaft. 


The Narrative of the juridical proceedings in the 
cauſe of Ruſh, furnithes, as I obſerved before, a 
ſeries of ſacts, of which juſtice to the people of Ame- 
rica, juſtice to foreign nations, and particularly to 
the deceived and infatuated in my 


) 
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and underſiood, and is ardently beloved by us all: 
it brings us into contact with the government, the 
excellence of which it makes us fee) : it comes to 
our homes and our fire-fides ; 


this is the liberty which their blood ſo oft 
to to their children. What degree 
liberty is enjoyed in America, the | 


tive will evince. 


The malicious fuit of Ruſh againſt me was 
brought in the Supreme Court of the State of Penn- 
u, and my firſt object was, to remove the 
ſuit from that Court to the circuit of the Cxited 
States, a removal which my an alien gave me 
a right to demand, but which was, by the Judges 
— 4 Supreme Court of Penniylvania, abſolutely 


The nature of the Courts of which | have ſpoken, 
and the extent of their j diction, are underfiood 
by ſome few in America; but as | hope the 
Ruſh-Light will be readin Great Britain and Ireland, 


The ſeveral States compofing thoſe dominions 
which are known to foreign nations by the title of 
The Unites States of America, are fo many diſtin 
and | ſovereignties, and not, as is gene- 
rally imagined in Great Britain, ſo many counties 
or pruvinces. The State of Penniylvania, for in- 
ſance, has its own governor, who is the chief exe- 
cutive ag 45 ſtrate, and whoſe authority is, in many 
reſpedts, lunited than that of the King of Great 

X 2 Britain, 
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Britain. It bas befides its two houſes of 
tors, who, with the Governur, make laws for the 
of the St. e, and who are uncontrolled 


by any other power whatever. In hke manner it 
has its own ju 


ages, who are appointed by the Go. 
vernor, but without the advice or conſent of a privy 


or other council, and without the inſtrumentality of 
any miniſters, on whom reſponſibility will attach. 


In ſome of the other States, the power of the 
Governors is more limited; in that of New York, 
for inſtance, there is a Council of Appointment ; but 
ever) State is totally independent of all the others, 
and, as far as relates to its civil juriidiction, it is alſo 
lent of the government of the United States. 
In ſome caſes, however, the judiciary of this latter 
has, in all the States, what is called a concurrent ju- 
riſdiction; which concurrent juriſdiction is exprebly 
provided for, in caſes where an alien is a party. | 


The conſtitution of the United States is 
on this head. It fays, in Sect. II. The judicial 
<< power of the United States ſhall cxtend al 
&© controverſies between 4 Stale, or cilizens there, 


© and foreign States, citizens, 2 


In order to obviate miſconſtruction, and more 
fully to provide for the due obſervance of this part of 
the conſtitution, fo to the of the 
propert of aliens, the of the United States, 
— 14 Ss 
Confiitution, paſſed a law, which ſays: © And be it 
& further cnacted*, that if a fuit be commenced in 
« any State-court againſt an alien, and the matter 
* in diſpute exceeds the aforeſaid fam of five hun- 


law was paſſed on of September See 
the Lawoof the United Star, vol-\ p p. 56. pe 


very clear 
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« dred doltars, exclufive of coſts, to be made 
« par to the ſatisfaction of the Court; and 
« defendant ſhall at the time of his 
c pearance in tha id State-court, file a 
«* for the removal of the cauſe for trial i 
« next Circuit Gar? of the United Bintan, bs 
= heads in ths GNI whary the this io pon, 
« ſhall offer good and fufficient furety for his en- 
Daerr 
copies of faid againft him, and alſo 
« for his there appearing and entering ſpecial bail 
« in the cauſe, if ſpecial bail was ly requi- 
« fite therein, it ſhall then be the duty of the State- 
+ court to accept the ſurety, and proceed w falle, 
« in the caſe.” | 


Ziauch is the which the conflitatben cad 

the laws of the United States have made for the 
ſecurity of the property of aliens; and whocver 
thing of America, whoever is in the leaſt 


ap- 
ion 
o the 
be 
and 


| notorious, that that jury muſt be 
who held his lucrative office during the pleaſure of 
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to adminifter juſtice to an alien, but that government 
who makes treaties, and who maintains ali the na- 
tional intercourſe, with the fovereign of that ien! 
LOW 1 ic Majeſty, or what do his 

bjefs, know of the government, or of the court 
of Pennfylvama ? They may hear of them, ind: ah 
and they may fiare at their tranſactions ; but that is 

all. When a Britiſh ſubject contemplates on a rcfi- 
dence, or on placing his property in the United 
States, he looks up tor fecurity to the government 
of thoſe United States; and in order to eftimete the 
ſecurity, where ſhould he look but into the confii- 
tution and the laws, on which alone that ſecurity 


depends ? | 
] were inſecure in 


But if Britiſh ſubjects in genera 
the Courts of Tennſylvania, how much more inſe- 
cure was I, againſt whom it was well known that 
not only the Governor, his Secretary of State, and 
Attorney-general, but even the Chiet Juſtice, who 
preſide at the trial, had a 


— my ſelf the fubject 


againſt, either monarchy or republicaniſm; and as 
to its giving offence to the Court, or to the people of 
America, the idea appeared to me perſectly abſurd. 
What! faid I, you enter into a ſolemn treaty with 
my King, in which treaty you recognite my right as 
a Britiſh ſubjef to come and live, and carry on trade 
you, in return for which recognition you 
receive an equivalent; and you have, after this, the 
aſſurance to tell me, that I muſt forbear to plead 
my title of Britiſh ſubject, forego the protection it 
offers me, and paſſively ſubmit to injuſi ĩce and ruin, 
leſt the Court and the people of America ſhould be 
offended What, added I, would you fay, were ſuch 
advice as this given to an American living in the 
Britiſh dominions ? What would you fay, were he 
told, that to difown and fortwear his country were 
the only means of avoiding legal injuſtice and pub- 
' lic odium ? And what, in the name of God! what 
enſions has an American to ſuperiority over a 
iton ? Is his country more dear to him mine 
is to me? Are his fcllow-citizens more honeft and 


more than my fellow-ſubjefts ? are they 
more famous for learning and for noble deeds ? Are 


his rulers more powertul, more wiſe, more magnani- 
mous, or more juſt, than my ſovereign, who, though 
bis fleets command the ocean, though he is the ar- 
|  biter of nations and the acknowledged faviour of 
te cirilzed world, makes his chief glory conſiſt in 


„ 
— to defender, the friend, the father, of his 


In vain was I told that my plea was without pre. | 
cedent ; and that it had been made by no Britiſh | 
ſubjeR fince the revolution. If this were the cafe, ] 
thought it was high time that it ſhould be made, aud 
that we ſhould ceaſe to accept of fafety and reſpect 
on ſuch degrading conditions. Accordingiy, at the 
Court of Pc:.nfy lvania 


To the Honourable the Supreme Court of 
The Petition of William Cobbett the Defendant in the 


4 


5 
= 


: 
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Free 
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aforeſaid, and that the ſaid cauſe may be removed to 
the laid Cireuit Court of the United States accordingly. 


Philade 3 
20 Be vg. WILLIAM COBBETT. 


William Cobbett, e ſaith that the facts 


within ſtated are true. 
zoth Dec. 1797. WILLIAM COBBETT. 


The conſideration of this pe was put off to 
the next ſeſſion, which was held in March 1798. 
But before I proceed to relate the fate of it, I cannot 
help remarking on the ſenſations which its 
tion produced in the Court and the auditory. It was 
towards the evening of the laſt day of the ſeſſion, 
when Mr. Thomas, albeit unufed to the modeſt 
mood, ftole up gently from his ſeat, and in a faint 
and trembling voice, told the Baſhaw McKean, that 
he had a petition to in behalf of William 
Cobbett. For ſome time he did not make himſelf 
heard. There was a great talking all round the 
bar; Levi, the lawyer, was reading a long formal 
paper to the Judges, and the Judges were laughing 
over the chit-chat of the day. Amidit the noiſy 
mirth that ſurrounded him, there ſtood poor Thomas, 
with his papers in his hands, 1 at ſchool, 
juſt as the boys are breaking up. By and by, one of 
thoſe pauſes, which frequently occur in even the 
moſt numerous and vociferous aſſemblies, encou- 
raged him to make a freſh attempt. I preſent,” 
fays he, © may it pleaſe your Honours, a petition 
n behalf of William Cobbett.” The moment the 
found of the word Cobbeit ſtruck the ear of McKean, 
he turned towards the bar, and having learnt the 
ſubject of the petition, began to fiorm like a mad- 
man. A dead filence enſued. The little ſerubby 
lawyers (with whom the Courts of Pennſylvania are 
continually crowded) crouched down for fear, juſt 


NO. IY, Y like 
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Ike a brood of poultry, when the kite is preparing 
to pounce 1n them; whilſt hapleſs Thomas, 
who ftood up piping like a ſiraggled chicken, ſeemed 
already to feel the talons of the judicial bird of prey. 
He however, to read the petition, which 
being very ſhort, was got through with little inter- 
ruption. When he came to the words, ſuul ject of 
« his Britannuc Majey, M Kean did, indeed, grin 
moſt horribly, and I could very diſtinctly hear, 
& Infolent ſcoundrel!” “ danmed ar iſlrocrat! damned 
as Engliſhman ! ” &c. &c. from the mouths of the love- 
But neither theſe execrations, nor 
vage looks that accompanied them, prevented 
me from fulfilling my purpoſe. I went bh to the 
clerk of the court, took the book in my hand, and 
nn 
I, I ſwore, in a voice that every one might 
I preſerved m * to my King; 
ter which I put on 2 and walked out of 
Court, followed by the admiration of the few, and 
by the curſes of the many. 


The confideration of the was, as I before 
oblerved, poſiponed til Merch term: which gave 
kite M*-Kean time to ruminate on the novel ad- 

venture. On the one hand, was a violation of the 
confiitution and laws of the government: 
on the other, the eſcape of his prey. © Of two evils,” 

fays the , * chooſe the leaſt; and kite 
McKean choſe on this occafion, juſt as any other 
kite would have choſen. When the Court met, 
he did, indeed, liften for about an hour to a fort of 
contention, which Thomas and Hopkinſon called 
law-ar and which was full as ediſying, though 
not quite fo entertaining, as the lifoutes with which 


I had W been delighted, „ 
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nello and the Devil. While the lawyers were argu- 
ing, the Judges were engaged in a converſation, 
which, from the marks of rifibility a on their 
countenances, feemed to be much more diverting 
than the conteſt between the puppets of the bar. 
When, therefore, this pleaſant converſation was over, 
M-*Kean, turning his head towards Hopkinſon, 
bawled out: Hunt you moſt done?” This put an 
end to the lam ar „ in a moment. No ſhow- 
man, with the help of his wire, ever produced more 
ready or more implicit obedience ; and kite M*Kean 
now haſtened to put an end to the farce, by declar- 
ing, without the leaſt hefitation, without conſulting 
his affociates, and without giving any reaſon what- 
ever for his deciſion, that the petition of William Cob- 

hett ſhould not be granted 


Bauch is the manner in which written conſtitu- 
tions are obſerved ! That indefatigable conftitution- 
_ grinder, a Eng- 
* Rear Tus wore !—As I was going into the Court-houſe to 


rere man who lived and 
the lawyer of K 


to vouch for 
Coale —What are you doing here? You are going to remove 


your cauſe, are you not ? 
Cobbett, —Yes. 
Caale. Then you won't ſucceed. 
Cobbett, Why ? How do you know I ſha'nt ? 
Caale.— Why ate Crave ave von, I can tell you 
— have then before — 
the ? They cannot be fuch barefaced raſeasÞ 


Coale.— Well! you'll fee. 


And ſure I did ſee in a 
reader obſerve, Se 
lawyer of Ruſh ; let him Coale's prediction with the deci- 
fion of the Court, and with the manner in which that decifion was 
given; and then I leave him to form his own judgment of the 
motives from which the petition was rejected. 
| Y 2 land, 
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land, that they bad n conflitution at all ; and this he 
clented as a moſt inſupportable grievance. 
2 tays he © in America it is not fo. If you 
e atk an American citizen whether a certain proce. 

e dure be conſtitutional, or not, he takes down the 
„ book from the ſhelf, opens it, turns to the article 
te that treats of the ſubje in queſtion, and gives 
on an auſwer in a moment.” Very true, Tho- 
e : fo you tee, I took down my copy of the conſti- 
— and of the conſtitutional law ; I turned to the 


article and the ſection that treated of the ſubject in 


queſtion, and I prayed the Judges to grant me my 


accordi - but the at 
= IO 


But, B 
caſes ?—None at all. —The conſtitution, which has 
made, with aliens, this folemn covenant for the 

proviſion for 
canying it into effect, in oppoſition to the will of 
ſuch men as M Kean. Indeed there ſeems to be an 
intentional omiffion here. The Federal Govern- 
ment promiſes protection to every alien; but in cafe 
he ſhould be by the State Governments, 
it takes care, by omitting to provide for redreſs, to ſniſt 
all reſponſibility from itſelf. Had I petitioned the 
Chief Juſtice of the United States to quaſh the pro- 
ceedings againſt me, he would have replicd (if 
indeed he had given me any anſwer at all), that he 
had no controul over the Courts of Ilvania, any 
more than over the Court of King's Bench in Eng- 
land ; and were I now to petition the Prefident to 
ſhow him how I have been injured by a violation of 
the conſtitution, and to beſeech him to give me re- 
dreſs, his reply would be ſimilar to that of the Chief 
Juſtice ; he would tell me that the government of 
Pennſylvania is a government totally! t of 
him, and that he can in no way undo what it or its 


judiciary 


(. vos } 

judiciary does. This is but too true ; but does this 
diminiſh my lots ? Does it do away the oppreſſion? 
If the Federal Government has not the power to 

ect an alien, it ſhould not pramiſe him protection. 
ke government has, by its conſiitution and laws, 
proclaimed to foreign nations, that the property of 
aliens is under the fafeguard of its Courts; and 
when thefe aliens arc haraſſed and ruined by the 
unjuſt and tyrannical proceedings of the State 
Governments, ſhall the Federal Government get rid 
of its reſponſibility by pleading its want of power? 
The government of the United States has ſtipulated 
with my ſovereign, that his ſubjects (and I amongſt 
the reft) ſhall have a right to live and carry on 
buſineſs here, being ſubject to the laws of the coun- 
try, which laws provide that I ſhall have a right to 
remove my cauſe into the Federal Courts. And ſhall 
this government now fay, that it is not reſponſible 
for my having been deprived of this right ? If this 
be the caſe, neither would it have been reſponſible 
for the conduct of the governor of Pennſylvania, 
had he baniſhed me from the State. To fipulate 
always implies the power to fulf/; any other idea of 
ſtipulation is abſurd ; and if the power to fulfil does 
not exiſt, to ſtipulate is to delude. 


The vindiQive Judge of Pennſylrania having 
thus determined not to let go his graſp, I was 
to ſubmit to his juriſdiction, with very 


little of eſcaping a ruinous decifion. I did, 
+ drags " ion that was in m 


precaution 
er; I employed Meſſrs. Edward Tilghman and 
Wm. Rawle as my counſellors, and to them | 
afterwards added Mr. , a man on whoſe 
talents and whoſe ſpirit 1 placed a perfect re- 
liance*®, The neceſſary ſteps were alſo taken to 


"tis — fo groisly deceived in another as L was in 


4+ inſure 


T Ss 3 


inſure a ſpecial jury, who, it was 


thought by my 
lawyers and my friends, would be a futficicnt pru- 


tection againſt 1 and the 
— 


1798, I was ſerved witha | 


At the next term, 7 
jury liſt, which I ſtruck; but the trial was put off. 
I was ferved with nctdur| jury liſt at December term, 


1798; with another at March term, 1799; with 
another at September term, 1799; and at every 
term, though the juries were always ſtruck by me, 
and though I was always ready, the trial was put off. 
At laſt, on the 13th of December 1799, it was te- 
ſolved to bring it to iffue. The moment I ſaw the 
fury-lift, © Ah!“ faid I, to a friend that happened to 
23 | me, < the action of Ruſh is to be tried this 
t time.” We looked over the liſt again and again, 
and after the moſt mature confideration, we could 
find but ſeven men out of the forty-eight, whom 
we thought fit to be truſted on the trial; but 281 
had the power of no more than twelve, 
there were left, of courſe, nine whom I dif- 
approved of, to the ſeven whom I ed of; and 
as one of theſe ſeven was firuck off by Ruſh, 
there remained not a fingle man on the jury, in 
w hoſe integrity I had the ſhghteſt confidence. 


Eut there were other circumſtances highly ad- 
vantageous to my McKean, the kite-like 


Chicf Juſtice, who is better known in England 1 


under the title of the Democratic _ was now 


* Obſerve, reader, that this is r 1 A defendant 
in England would think it very odd, that the ſhould have 
his choice out of five juries. * Poor Jobs Bull's ideas are confined, 
as yet ; but were — . — and Co. 
to reform his Parliament for him, and place him under a iovereign 
people inſtead of a Sovereign Monarch, onarch, John would ſoon be- 
come enlightened, his notions would expand, and he would learn 
to deſpiſe the prejudices of his forefathers. 


on the bench of the Su 
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become Governor of the State, and had, by the early 
exerciſe of his power, ſtruck terror into all officers 
under his controul. Shipper was the ſenior Juſtice 


preme Court, and he was in 
eager expectation of ſucceeding to the poſt of Chief 
Juftice ; but M*Kean kept him in ſuſpenſe, in a 
ſort of ſtate of probation, ill the action of N 
againſt me ſhould be decided ! ! ! 


Singularly favourable, however, as theſe circum- 
ftances were, there was another ſtill more favour- 
able wanted to the American Sangrado to 
puſh the cauſe on to trial: which was, my abſence 
from Philadelphia. I had ſeveral months before pub- 
licly fignified my reſolution to quit Pennſylvania, if 
| McKean ſhould be elected Governor of the State; 


| for New York, where my affairs required my pre- 

| ſence. On the 21th my correſpondent wrote me 
|} that the cauſe was put off to another court; but, 
the very next day, it was all at once reſolved to bring 
it to trial immediately. This fudden change was 
produced by an advertiſement of mine, fignifying 
m arrival at New York, and my reſolution to drop the 


I have a collection of materials which are intended to exhibit 
tothe people of England a we view of the Britiſh and 
American governments in all their different branches. If | thould 
ph 0 e 
| Jallice (as it is called) ever was, or can be, except by mere chance, 
partial, under the American government. * 3 
| public Caron 


tO 3 
blication of Porcupie's Gazette. Sure, therefore, 
+ all the 2 to be derived from my ah. 
ſence, and relieved from all apprehenfions on the 
ſcore of my future writings, the daſtardly wretches 
at laſt ventured on the execution of their long. 
meditated revenge | 


In what manner the cauſe was conducted, on the 
= of Ruth's lawyers, has already been noticed. 
The evidence has alto been examined and expoſed : 
it therefore only remains for me to infert, and to 
make a few comments on the charge of Judge 
Shippen. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Tuts is an action brought by the Plaintiff againſt the 
Defendant for writing, printing, and publiſhing, divers 
ſcandalous libels, to defame and vilify him. The de 
has pleaded that he is not guilty ;—his counſel, however, 


*I have before obſerved, that Thomas, my lawyer, was bribed. 
I have the moſt fatisfaftory proof of this, and 1 will in my Bio 
OO ET Ss which ſhall appear in a future num- 
of the Ruſh-Light, give a full account of the matter. 
Hopkinſon, the principal tool of Ruſh, went to Mr. Fenno's 
father in the ſummer of 1798, and adviſed him to prevail on his 
fon, the preſent Mr. John Ward Fenno, to compromiſe with Dr. 
Ruſh, * As to Cobbett,” faid he, he is to be rammed.” Mr. Fenno 
Mr. Edward Tilghman told me, that the very Judges who ſat on 
this trial, had declared their reſolution of © pinching” the f 
flanderer who ſhould come into their clutches. oc 
. I was the firſt upon the docquet for 
flander : fo that their previous declaration appears clearly to have 
been thrown out, in order to give the colour of impartiality to the 
decifion, which they meditate d again me.—Let me not be ac- 
cuſed of making an improper uſe of the information given me by 
Mr. Tilghman ; he did not tell it me as a communication made to 
him in confidence ; he did not give it meas a ſecret : and, indeed, 


| it was publicly jpoken of in the city, and was intended to be ſpoken 


of, for the purpoſe before 


A libel is defined by the law, to be the malicious defama- 


either r 
So Elo pon Þ. 


wy a to diſs th — 


damages are to be aſſeſſed — 


Tr laid againſt the defendant in the declaration 
———_— be reduced in ſubſtance to the 


— — ge. 


ing him with murdering his — his 
— ring patients, — 


from thence drawing a — that no intentional 
2 „ 
NO. V. offence. 
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offence. Malice refts in the heart, and is only to be judged 
of by the words and actions of the party; the words them. 
ſelves import malice, and in that caſe the proof hes on the 
2 t to ſhow the innoce _— ; If he has 
that to your fatisfaftion you will acquit him: but 
this is chiefly Eraded on the allegation that the attack was 
meant to be made on Dr. Ruſh s ſyſiem, and not on the 
man; it unfortunately appears that nat the leaſt attempt is made 
to combat the Defter's arguments with regard to the ſyſlem nſeif, 
but the attack is made merely by grofs fcun! dr 4 
the Doctor himſelf. Added to this, one of the witneſſes 
a declaration made by the defendant, that if Dr. Nuß 
r not been the man he ſhould never have meddled with the 


Another ground of defence is of a more ſerious nature, as 
it leads to an im ion on our conſtitution it is 
faid that the ſubject of diſpute between the plaintiff and 

l vas ic concern, as it related tothe 
health and lives of our fellow-citizens, and that, by the words 


(oy } 


tendency to the breach of the public 
they can have no redreſs in our courts of 


judges it is your — pro- 
to order a new trial 


rns: t 
tailing ques ; to wit :—which is its prominent 
or malice This is a quef- 
knotty for me to preſume to decide but 

wh 898. © your Honour and the 
r honourable 


E 


honourable Judge who fits on your 
right hand; I think I may * to throw ſome 
light on the ſubject ; and in doing this, I will en- 
deavour to forget your private character, that it may 


not extort from me language derogatory to my own. 


| You fay, By the law and 

c in the N 
* to judge of the fact of publication, and the truth 
e and fair application ofthe innuendoes : the Court, 
« as judges of the law, to themſelves the 
c ſole power of whether the amounts 
4 to a hbel, or not. But, in this State, by the ſpecial 
« directions of our conſlitution, the Jury poſſeis the 


* power of judging both of the law and att, under 
© the direction of the Court.” 


Pray, Sir, what are we to call this? Are we to 


confider it as one of thoſe ſtale tricks, which have 


been ſo long practiſed for the purpoſe of making the 
Americans believe that enjoy more liberty than 
their former ſellow - ſubjects enjoy? or, muſt we look 
upon it as intended to flatter the Jury, and give them 
a high opinion of their '? If the former; if 
| Four intention were merely to keep the poor ſove- 
reign people in good humour with their 

rulers, there is not much to be faid : ſelf-prefervation 
is the firſt law of nature. But if your defign were, 
by puffing up the pride of the Jury, to embolden 
them to gratify your and their > withes, at the 


expenſe of juſtice ; if this were your motive, want 


do you deferve ? 


Be your motive, however, what it might ; whe- 


ther the object you had in view were to obtain and 


This man was, a little while pardoned candi- 
con that he would turn e -F — is 2 
Repablican Judge. 


fecure 


77 a—— ae e—=BC—r<_=seST CCB. 
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ſecure a good poſt for yourſelf, or to ruin me, 
whatever might be your end, pour ms we 
vile; your ſtatement ing the law and practice 
ec of England” was = ſhametul falſehood, 
have been a diſgrace to 
from which it came.—** Whereas,” fays the Engliſh 
law, © doubts have ariſen, Sat on Ge Hh Wm 
« indictment or information, for the making or 
66 222 libel, where an iſſue or iſſues are 
joined, between the King and the deſendant, or 
WK plea of Not guilty pleaded, it 
be competent to the Jury impannelled to try the 
* ſame, bs give their verdict upon the whole matter in 
" do Guentiee Aufeed and exited te By 
« Line's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with the 
© advice and confent of the Lords ſpiritual and 
te temporal, and Commons in this Parlia- 
r ment aſſembled, and by the authority of the ſame, 
That, on every ſuch trial, the Jury ſworn to try 
* the ic, may give general ver? of Guilt or | 
Not guilty aon the whole matter put in iſſue upon 
„ ſach indictment or information; and ſhall zo# be 
E « required or directed, by the Court or Judge before 
* whom ſuch inditment or information ſhall be 
tried, to find the defendant or defendants guilty, 
“ merely on the proof of the publication by fuch 
* defendant or defendants of the paper charged to 
© be a libel, and of the ſenſe aſcribed to the fame 
ein ſuch indictment or information.” — A4 33 
Geo. III. c. 60. A. D. 1792. 


would 


any other Bench than that 


This act was paſſed in 1792; but you will ob- 
ſerve (if, indeed, you underſtand the meaning of 
the words), that it is a declaratory act; an act made 
to remove doubts, to explain aud to declare what 
was then, and what akrays had bren, the law of the 
land. ee you are capable of 
cmpereding the dul, tt tas a care 


| of the charges laid againſt me, which are really too 
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the right of the Jury to decide upon the whole matte: 
put in ĩſſue even upon an indictnent or infor matian; 
from which you will perceive, that this right in 
civil actions never was diſputed, never was even a 
matter of doubt. So that it appears, Mr. Shippen, 
your boafted Pennſylvanian Conſtitution has 


p to rule, enjoy, 
even nominally, no greater eu of the preſs than 
would ſtill have enjoyed, had they remained the 
ſubjects of a king ; and it neceffarily follows, that 

were wretchedly ignorant of both the ſtatute 
and common law of England, or that you advanced 


a wilful and moſt barefaced faſſelocd. 
Your definition of the law, and your enumeration 


ſtupid to deſerve a comment, conclude with affert- 
ing that the declaration me with having ac | 
cuſed Dr. Ruſh *©* with murdering his patients, and | 
« ſlaying z thouſands and tens of thouſands.” — 
What could induce you to make this falſe, this im- 
pudent affertion ? Neither the word murder, nor any 
of its derivatives, nor any word that is . 

with it or any one of its derivatives, is to be found in 
the publications laid in the declaration. The paſ- 
ſage to which you evidently allude is, I truſt, = 
juftified in the third Number of the Ruſh-Light ; but 

leſt that number ſhould have been kept from your 
fight by the operation of that free conſtitution which 
you fo confiftently boaſt of, I ſhall infert it here:— 
c Dr. Ruſh, in that emphatical ſtyle which is pecu- 
+ Har to kimicht, calls the Sampſon of 
* medicine. In his hands, and in #hn/e of his purti- 
« fans, it may, indeed, be juſily compared to Samp- 
« fon; or I verily believe, that ahey Cave fake mar 
0 Americans with it, than ever Sampſon flew of the 


„ Phililines. The Ifraclite flew his thouſands, bot 


e 


„ 


dut that they 
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« the Ruſhites have ſlain their tens of thouſands.” — 
Now, is this as you tay it is, Dr. Ruſh 
« with murdering his patients, and flaying his thou- 
« ſands and tens of thoutands ?” So ſhameful a per- 
verfion of a man's words, had it been made uſe of by 
a pleader, in England, would have been ſevere ly 
reproved by the Court ; what then will iſhmen 
think of a Judge who could be guilty of it? And 
what wil! they, what muſt they think of the govern- 
ment undcr which foch a man is a Judge ? 


Continuing in your Ake firain, ob 
e 239 
the againſt him, by jufiifying the 
* » wats of the publications; but that, on the cons 
trary, they have repeatedly EX. thoſe = 
ale —It i true, indeed, that 
counſel, to their ſhame be it dd not juſtify 
the truth of the publications laid in the declaration ; 
migit have juſtified, every man in 
America knows well; and you knew, that they would 
have done it, had their chent not been an Engliſh- 
man, and had they not, like you, been in fear of 
Mkean and of your brother flaves who filled your 
2 crowns „ 


In zeal for the plaintiff, you did, however, 
2 ſor my LN a 
they were, did wat < y acknowledge the 
publications to be falſe.” Neither Mr. TI. 
nor Mr. Rawle did, in any one inſtance, make fuch 


an acknowledgment. Nor was even the trimming 
* The few faint 


0 Lt 
to the extent that you have — to him. He 
did, indeed, ſay more than once, that he believed” 
the publications were very untrue; but he made 
no wynualified acknowledgment of their being faſſ. 
He went far enough, in all conſcience, againfi a 
cauſe, which he was well paid to ſupport : — 
duct wanted no colouring : you might, there- 


fore, have ſpared the daubings "ol your awkward 
bruſh *. 


* 


It appears,” fa te that zot the leaſt ati 
in the —— againſt Rufh] to 
* combat Doctor's with regard to 
6 _ ſelf.” If you had been candid. F 
you had remembered your oath, you would have 
1 ſurther, that the — for which 
was ſued, made only 2 part of thoſe which 
appeared ng inſt Ruſh and his ſyſiem of deple- 
you wee therefore, have ſaid nothing 
=o head, unleſs vou had found, an 
examination of 's Gazette, from which the 
libels were extracted, that I had never 
accompanied theſe pretended libels with ſerious ar- 
againſt the wild and deſtructive opinions 
and practice of the plaintiff. © But,” fay you, 
* added to this, one of the witneſſes a de- 
e claration made by the defendant, that if Dr. Nai 
* had not been the man, he ſhould never have meddled 
„ with the fem. —Atrocious falſchood !—The 


* The condetd of Barger was woly educa. He 
am ns nn 1 have heard him a hun- 
dred times of Ruſh, and expreſs the utmoſt 
5 [er the ©, he cam weed 
I was going down, he faw the tide, as he thought, turning 
me, and he baſcly deſerted his duty, in order to preſerve bis 
ity. It has happened, _— - 
for I have the ſatisfaction to learn, that even ia Philadelphia be is 
| ——— wad | 1 
* 


| © torts and 1 


( 273 ) 
words of the witneſs, Dr. Coxe, as reported in the 
1 the trial, are theſe:· He (the defendant) 
« replied, that he did not believe he ſhould ever 
| © have faid /o muck on bleeding and mercurials, if 
_« Dr. Ruſh had not been the author of it.” —Was 
this declaring, that if Dr. Ruſh had not been the man, 
1 «< NEFER fhould have MEDDLED with the 
* fffent When you ſummed up this evidence, 

were you thinking of the office you filled, or of 
that which were in of filling? Were you 
afraid of being out ſtripped in the honourable courſe 
by either of your worthy compeers? It muſt be 
conſeſſed, that ſuch a fear was not unreaſonable; 
| for ſo well are you matched, that had you ſtarted 
together, it is a moot point with me which of the 
three would have won the prize. 


But a miſconſtruction of the publications, and a 
of the evidence, did not fatisfy you: you 
dem to have been fiill afraid, that in ſpite of ſuch 
cheering encouragement the Jury might have ſome 
— and, therefore, you took care to conclude 
laid on | their verdict ſhould be ap- 
proved of by you — « The principal ſubject of con- 
« fideration with the Jury will be,” fay you, © what 
e damages they are to | aſſeſs.” You then 
| totell them that they are are © the alug# uncontroulable 
* judges on this ſubject, and that, though the 
* Court has it in its to order a new trial in 
* caſe of exceſſive yet, that in cafes of 
of this kind, the law books ſay 
© the damages muſt be fo outrageouſly diſpropor- 
© tionateto the offence, as, at firf bluſh, to SHOCK 
every perſon who hears of it, before the Court will 
order a new trial!!!” 


©, 2 


r Huzza for the ſo peo- 
ple! Vi ive la liberte !—But in the midft of all this 
I had almoſt forgot to aſk you, what lam 
© books” you found this maxim in. In thoſe of 
* and Fouquier Tinville, I fu ; or, 
ger in thoſe of Pennſylvania, or of Algiers, 
ind it where you will, however, you have a 
it, and you and your country are entitled to all the 
honour it confers. I would give a thouſand dollars 
Old Price were yct alive, to have an opportunity 


88 5 


7 


of the 
liberty and reform! 9 
lare, that, in order to induce him to 


FEE 


ee 

a quack ſo outrageouſly cruel 

blufs, to SHOCK every perſon who hears of it, you 

would ftone him to death; you would ſhun his 

= i you wane on touch of a hangman: | 

but were you in Penn(ylvania only for one month, 
you once © ameliorated” in the philanthropic 


were 
city of Philadelphia, were you ſovereign citizens 
inſtead of fubjects, you would liſten to him as pa- 


tiently and ſubmiffively as a penitent does to his 
father conſeſſor. 


your Hanau 8 pardon for this 
Ireturn to you and your Jury. Having promited them 
that there ſhould be no check upon their rapacity, you 
difmiſs them with putting into their mouths a 
for their conduct. Every one,“ fay you, mob 
* know, that offences of this kind ve, or AE lime 
pal, too much abonnded in our city ; it ſeems hi 
time to reſi rain them Mat taſt is with you, 


* men. To ſuppreis fo great an evil, it will notonly 
de * to give compenſatory, but exemplary da- 
* mages; 
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« mages; thus ſtopping the op Foy the of 
this daring crime—at the fame time 

« hood no be o enormous a5 aha wo ruin te 


The doctrine of exemplary damages is new, and it 
certainly is as efficacious an inftrument of oppreffion 
as ever was devifed. The very word es ex- 
cludes every idea of puniſhment. It implies cm- 
penſation for injuries; and no Jury can, without 
forſworn, give a more than what they be- 
eve to be the amment of the injury; for, if 


be the of he be 
91 object proceſs ought to 


I has ſometimes ha that actions fimilar 
to that of Ruſh, have been brought by noblemen 
and gentlemen in E who have the 
civil to the criminal proceſs, merely to challenge an 
ation ; becauſe the former allows the de- 


1 NL — 
to impoffible that the plaintiffs could have ſuſtained 
any injury. But, Mr. Shippen, there is ſome little 
difference between theſe noblemen and a boaſting 
inventor of powders. Neither Lord Sand- 
compenſation ; yet, 
they were with malverſation in office, a 
civil was neceſſary to clear up their charac- 
ters: and, as neither fine nor impriſonment could 
take place upon ſuch an action, damages were given 
226% But in the cate of a bleeder 

AAS or 


wich nor Mr. Pitt could receive a 
a8 


T 
doctor, all the Jury had to do, if 
_— 


found the publication falſe icious, was, to | 
_ aſcertain, to the beſt of their j s, the amount 
of the real injury the fellow had ſuſtained, and to 


. 


Bat whaterer may have born the cnflom in Eng- 
land, reſpecting the aſſeſſing exem 
. e 
afſefſed, no Judge ever attempted, no Judge ever 
dared attempt, to dictate to the Jury. The follow- 
ing extract from a charge of Lord Mansfield, ſhows 
how careful he was not to encroach on the exclufive 
province of the Jury to eſtimate il 
d not ſay a word to you about the damages. Ian 
* ſure no obſervations on fide can occur, which 

«© you are not capable of making yourſelves. You 
„ will take the paper out with you, and will confi- 
ider all the circumſtances of the caſe, of a public 
«© or e nature.” — This charge was delivered in 
an action of ſcandalum magnatum (defamation of 2 
nobleman), by Lord Sandwich againſt the 
printer of the London Evening Poſt, for the publi- 
cation of a piece figned Alfred, on the 2d of Feb. 
1773, in which 25 then firſt Lord of the 
Admiralty. was falſely accuſed of having expoſed to 
fale the office of 4 — Navy for the 
ſum of 2000/. And this inftance of Lord Manf- 
| Hield's forbearance is the more applicable and ſorci- 
ble, as he was always charged (though I believe 
very unjuſtly) with bending the law to favour the 
miniſterial fide of the queſtion, and to extend the 
power or (28 angus ns By as porn If he could 

ve tound any precedent, or have invented any 
plauſible water for encroaching on this undoubted 
province of the Jury „ he would not, it is to be pre- 
ſumed, hare ſerupled to uſe it on ſuch an occaſion. 


Another, 
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Another, and fiill more firiking, contraft to your 
charge is to be found in that of Lord Mansfield's, 
delivered in the action of Mr. Pitt againſt the 
inters of the General Advertiſer and the Morning 
erald, who accuſed him, be being at the time 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, of gambling m the 
Packs with the money of the nation. Lord Mansfield 
cloſed his charge thus: The ee of de. 
« mages is entirely in your province. F fhall not ſay 
ce word upon it. You will confider them andre ot 
t the circumſtances of the cate, the malignity and 
22985 rede will 


« give thoſe damages you think proper 


This is the language of an Engl Judge. How 
different is it from yours! Lord Mansfield tells the 
Jury, that to eſtimate the damages is entirely in their 
province; that he ſhall zo? fuy @ word upon it. You 
tell your ſovereign men, that they are, indeed, the 
almoſt uncontroulable judges of and you 
them, that their verdict ſhall not be ſet 
aſide, unleſs it be fo y cruel, as, at firſt 
bluſh, to ed cory mrrthes who awe of ©&3 Wh 
libel on Mr. Pitt was a moſt atrocious one, yet Lord 

Mansfield forbears to ſuggeſt the propriety of great 
— and tells the Jury to give what they think 
proper, for the ſake of example only. But you call for 
damages both c exe ; you urge 
them to bring upon the head of the defendant the 
conſequences of both a civil and a criminal profecu- 
tion! You do, indeed, obſerve to them, that the 

damages muſt not be ſo enormous as abſolutely to 
* rum the offender.” This was a wholeſome cau- 
tion: it was telling them how far they might go, 
without endangering the ſucceſs of the ſcheme ; it 


* The damages given for falſely accuſing Mr. Pitt of this hei- 
nous offence was z504.—PBritiſh printers, bleſs your kind ſtars!! 
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was ſaying to them. Ruin him in effect, but take 
« care to do it in ſuch a way as will not defeat our 
4 intention. Bilk him, embarraſs him, break up 
« his bufineſs, and plunge him into debt; but be 
4 careful not to let your malice ſo far overſhoot the 
c mark, as to leave us no excute for confirming 
« your verdict.” —This was pretty language from a 
Court to a Jury! The Jury followed your directions 
with great exactneſs, and the malignant flaves 
thought they had given me a deadly blow ; but that 
blow, while it has had no effect on me, has recoiled 
plices, and their city. 


verdidt, is, if poſſible, more atrocious than the re- 

commendation itſelf. Offences of this kind,“ 
ſay you, have, for ſome time pas, too much 
« abounded in our city; it ſeems high time to reflram 
cc jhem—that taſk is with you, Gentlemen.” — 80, 
becauſe offences of the fame kind had abounded in 
the city, becauſe they had paſſed unnoticed, becauſe 
they had been tolerated, I was to be all but abþ- 
kuely rained; I was to ſuffer for what all others had 
done, and alſo for the negligence of Courts and Ju- 
ries! Precious juſtice this ! 


Yes; offences, not of © this kind, but of a much 


impious, had long abounded, and do ftill abourd ; 
and had I ſhared in theſe I 


publications, not a farthing 
of damages would ever have been given againſt me. 
But I was a Britiſh ſubject; I had defended the 
character of my King and country againſt the inſa- 
mous calumnies that you and your affociates ſuffered 
to be propagated; I had expoſed the 2 
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of America; I had contraſted their character with 
that of the King, againſt whom they were continu- 
ally endeavouring to revive the animoſity of the 
people; and it was for this, and this alone, that 
you and your affociates hated me. At the very mo- 
ment when you gave this ſcandalous charge, when 
you called aloud for ruin on my head, you were 
perfeftly convinced that I had rendeted America 
eſſential ſervices ; you knew that my character was 
iſhed, and that my conduct, as a publiſher, 
was fingularly laudable ; you knew that I never 
wilfully publiſhed a fa//chood; you knew that, as a 
bookſeller, I never gave circulation to a ſeditious, 
an irreligious, or an immoral publication, but that, 
on the contrary, I had confiantly endeavoured to 
been the patron of every 
all this in your mind, you uttered the malignant 
which I this day reſcue from that oblivion 
which its ſtupidity had condemned it *. 


are allowed, previous to entering 


6 
dollar verdict was given on the 14th, of December. 
It is well known that, after every 


in order to enable the defendant to prepa ap- 
plication for an arreſt of j On the 27th, 
therefore, my counſellor, Mr. Edward Tilghnan' 
made a motion for a rule to ſhow cauſe whz the 
verdict and j ſhould not be tet afide for 
exceſſiveneſs of ; which motion was re- 
jected by you and your affociates. Well might you 
it! "4 on the 16th, the day before you re- 
fuſed the new trial, I was afnally arreffed for the 
3000 dollars at New Tork! ſo that it appears, that 
the plaintiff and his counſel were fare, __ 
that a new trial would not be two days, 
at leaſt, before that new trial was moved for !—Vivat 


Reſpublica ! Huzza for liberty and revolution! 


And what do I care for all this?” fay you. © 
&* have gt the poſt of Chicf Juflice, and Mall hold 
* Vs 7 is ts of all the expoſures you can 
» > I thall full have (hs TOTES of the 

enough : 
making 


27 
who 
news-printers, exalted in this proof of the nea! and jſt of 


2 ? 


corded of the deteſtable court of Star-Chamber. 
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ne 


The Ruſh- Light has already made ſome aftoniſh- 
ing expoſures retpecti ing the much-boaſted liberty of 
2% It has many more to make. The mean 
arts aud the abouminable tyranny employed in Phi- 
delphi, for the purpoſe of effecting the ſuppreſ- 

fion ot this work, ſurpaſs all hat caves han hrs to 


The governments of Am: rica appear to me to be 
approaching very faſt towards abſolute deſpotiſm. If 
a writer, like the author of the Purſuits of Literature, 
were in this country, he would be ruined, if not 
aſſaſſiuated, in lefs than twelve months. The poor 
printers and boukſcllers are reduced to a of 
flaviſh dread hardly to be concerred; and to hear 
the language of the inhabitants in general, one 
would really imagine, that the | laws of Va- 
lentinian (on which l- Kean lately ä 
culogium) were in full force *. 


written and publiſted at the of an officer under the federal 

nt. Now let me aſk, what the people of England would 
2, N 
they to broach ſuch a propoſition as this? V 2uldthe public 
it? And is not its being borne here, without a murmur, a 
proof that the people have no true notion of liberty, and 
| that they are amuſed with the name, while the thing is not known 
| wongſt them? | 


xo. Iv. B B  PORCU=» 
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PORCUPINE's REVENGE. 
A Dialogue between Ruſh and Porcupine. 


Ruſh. Maſter Peter, you ſee, with my twelve fov'reign men, 
I have tipp'd you a ſqueeze for the ſtrokes of your pen. 
Theſe twelve forreign men, now f no longer need 

them, 
How ſhall 1 reward ? 
Peter. Why, Bead tliem, Ruſh, Bleed then! 


Ruſh. 32 RS lo juſt and humane 
dn” or T Ar- McKean) ; 


Ingerial, 47 oy An 


Lewis (who once Was a _ 


Con my _ who bellow'd fo 
To The ber fen 


Gre.-Dig. Ty ay fon Maſter Peter, I think it too hard, 
That with ſuch folks as theſe I muſt fill my 
r 
eter. 8 not y 
| he. wid * 
And the Dr. Mitchell (of bleeding renown) 
Says, — oa 


A IRA. 


( 183 ) 


A TRAGEDY SCENE. 


Enter SANGRADO, with the Ruſh- Light in his hand. 
He remains for about half an hour in Hupid, alle 
ſilence ; aud then, flarting his reverie, pours 
uh i foro ond melancholy cents the following 


Unthinking Doctor! wherefore did thy rage 
Urge thee with printer's D 
O, why from puffing to the law retire 

Why for thyſelf conſtruct the fun'ral fre 
an Ingerſol before thee ſtood, 
bruſh, to paint thee fair and good ; 
eeping Hopkinſon, dear tender creature, 

ng mal th hui of Nutr: 
- — —5-——4= 


Wit 6 


Barons ] exhibit this pifture, 1 ſhall trouble the 
reader with a ſew explanatory remarks —M*Ezav, 


from under whoſe, government I thought it pradent 


afraid to 


6184) 
to retire in December laſt, had no ſooner ſeized faſt 


hold of the reins of „ than he to laſh, 
with a mercileſs hand, man who had dared to 
his election, and who happened to be placed 


within his immediate reach. The civil offices in 
Pennfylvania, ſuch, for inſtance, as that of — 
.clerk of court, prothonotor, &c. &c. are very 
merous, and are all held during the pleaſi 
appoints and diſplaces 
greateſt part 


inted by MiMin, who, 
7 nts, was a mere lot, * 


. can to be, they were afraid to give him their 
ſupport, leſt they ſhould have him for a maſter, and 


oppoſe him, left al perfunded thee Rab 
Being, however, at laſt, fully 


eledied by a vaſt majority : and, t is great 
age was ane: of the objections they ei to have 


againſt him, he ſoon made them ſeel that he was 


not deficient in point of energy. 


© 135") 


The firſ ſtep he took was to annul all the com- 
miſkons, during pleaſure, granted by his 
ceſſor. He had y obtained exact inform- 

ation reſpecting the electioneering conduci of every 
one of the civil officers, whom he had the power to 
diſplace, and according to this he made out his lift 
of proſcription. He ſwept the poor fellows off by 
dozens, with as little ceremony as a foul-feeding 

utton bruſhes the flies from the meat which he is 
elf going to devour. 


Many of theſe oufted patriots, all of them, in- 
deed, who could write (and ſome of them who could 
not), began a moſt lamentable outcry againſt him. 


The newipapers were, and fiill are, inundated with 


their doleful addreſſes to the compaſſion of the 


people. Being, 
& the public for lie they had denen kreten 


the favourite maxim of 2 relatioe 38 
office ! 


Amongſt all theſe pitiful not one 
has come before the public with a r 
the writer of the following letter. He married one 
of Mifflin's baſtzrd daughters, and with her he mar- 
ried two offices, thoſe of clerk of the mayor's and or- 

pban's courts of the city and county of Philadelphia; 
but M. Kean, not willing, I ſuppoſe, to tolerate poly- 


gamy in his dominions, has divorced him from two 
thirds of 2 — 


To GOVERNOR MAKEAN. 


Philadelphia, March 17, 1800. 
my caſe is decided, and I have received from 


„ in direct and pal- 
8 of your promiſe made {not to me, for I have 


no favours to 4 of yeu), but to the late Governor Miſſlin, 
which, 


A 


5 


priſe, that the nn 
racter and veracity, in tranſactiuns of this kind, has yielded, 
a ſhort ſtruggle, to the burning impulſe of party rage 

i and 


et, 
ſtible evidences of total diſregard for every manly 
and juſt ſentiment, os + colliſion with your 
paltry and vindictive paſſions, I ſhould ſuppoſe you have not 
without ſome difficulty made up 88 
and that now and then a conſei neſs of 


me repeat that I pretend to no claims your perſonal or 
plitica regard—1 made no requeſts, and reecved no pro 
; I bad @ right to none, and I place this among the 
hs calms of ny Oh lin: but to the late 
Governor you did make fuch promiſes ; they are known to 
y; and your ſecretary, before the death of Mr. Mifflin, 


engagement, I was fainted you would no ſuffer your 
> be ſhackled with the Mine is not the 


election, who had requeſt 
well know 


ng, that ſolicitation, whilſt it pampers the 
elling and vindictive mind, never diſ- 
juſtice or moderation. When fuch men as 
innoxs, Lix rox, READ, Bowers, Bax rra, 


certamty have looked for th 


old family quarrel (in which I 


ws 
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( 


Can 
inflit an injury on the fon of Fnaxcis Horxixsox. 
Whether this was the prevailing impulſe | in your conduct, 
or whether ſome mercenary dep claims the promiſed 

of his proftituted ſervices (for you will recollect you 
Peak of your « d arrangements,” on the very day after you 
came into olkce), I will not more minutely inquire: as the 
unworthy, your claim to either or both 


of them will not be doubted. . —— 1 


cations of his heart and underſtanding, nur ic 
ability of his character and conduct : and I had a full and 
unimpeachable right to do fo; and while I did it with tru 


men are ſometimes thrown off their balance), you 
ingly declared of an aber you were about t0 diſplace fr 


( 189 ) 


fin of voting againſt, ©* that you would 

&« teach his wife and children how to flarve!”” Such, probably, 

axe your channunts intuntians toangtd me: dut_in alle 
wall you will be Although the offices I have 
holden have neceffarily abſtrakted me in a great from 
te regular purſuits of my profeffion, which I exert 
yet I cannot doubt, that — 
induſiry will make the loſs you have inflic but tem 
and difappoint the murderous m ity that dictated 
contact. When ſuch dull as 1 Me 


- 


» 


be fo lok 122 contem 
portance, as to hope that the victims you RT 


* teeth, or bans is in filence the injuries 


2 that every blow vou firike 
the dit of t1 the man, ithing even the deſcre 


| of retaliation? Or do you feel yourſelf fo exalted on your 
_ CC jo 
your deeds? Your elevation commands neither 
fear from me, and the uſe you ave milding of © © fading 
you even with your friends. * 1 have nexer approached you 
with humility, and 1 do not now addreſs you to 
That immoveable hatred and contempt, with which a — 
. er 
are the feelings that inſpire me in your pre nce. In 
— the ſtrength of office, I know you are a poor, 
ſelf-convicted, wretched being. You he down covered with 
curſes, and the hours of a fingle day do not paſs round with- 


out why 


pping you with the ſtings of ſcorpions, making you 
tec] what fort of thing you are. Thus the very indulgence 
Of your withes becomes the bane of your happineſs, 


One confideration only has made me hefitate in thus ex- 
poſing your ſhameful infincerity to the world, and giving 
_ expreſſion to my I mean the good underſtanding 
and friendly int that, putting political difierences 
aide, has fubfitted between the branches of our reſpective 

NO, IV. ""E EC | families, 
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families, which promiſed to bury the feuds of former 

and reſtore that harmony which ſhould ever be — 
the deſcendants of common anceſtors. But I addreſs you 


on a perſonal queſtion between you and me, in which your 
children are m no S and I truſt they can 
ſcarcely be fo unreaſonable as to expect I am to be wounded 
without feeling, or to feel without reſenting. 


You may perhaps diſcover harſhneſs of 
letter, but to have accommodated myſelf to the favourite 
ſtyle of your Excellency, I ſhould have indulged much more 
deeply in inveCtive and abuſe. A man who ventures to 

ſurely the moſt reſpectable part, 


language in this 


| permanent 
proprietor of my offices, but that he is to hold them for 2 
year, when Ferrer 
then be qualified to receive. This a | f juggling, 

which yur Excellency may reward a great many n 
with a few offices. How much the chance af this contingent 
remainder-man is worth, time will decide; but if AEſop's frog, 
or other poor creature, ever burſted with pride, your 
Exce will certainly make an explofion before the 
runs out. For the preſent I leave you, but with this aſſur. 
ance, that you and I do not part here. 


* If MK. did call the * zof part of the Tories, 
he was above half right. I differ, too, with Mr. Hopkinſon on 
another point. I cannot think that calling people Tories and Refugees - 
is to accuſe them of · poſitive and high crimes.” | 


POST* 
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POSTSCRIPT BY PETER PORCUPINE. 


NOW, reader, remember, that this is not the 
inrective of a roxalift againk a republican chief: it 
isthe language of one republican ſpeaking of another. 
It is, in moſt of its traits, a fine picture of one of 
thoſe petty deſpots, who have riſen out ef the ruins 
of the Britiſh in this country. I wiſh 
every ſubject of the King to contemplate it well, and 
to aſk himſelf ſeriouſly, whether he would like to 
change rulers with poor Hopkinſon and his free fel- 
low-citizens? Oh! that Britons were but wiſe! 
Then would they daily return thanks to Heaven for 
the bleſlings they enjoy; then would they 

the character and conduct of their mild, beney 
juſt, and magnanimous cign, with thuic of the 
Re ne 10s tyrant, who 
now grinds the faces of the Pennfylvanians. And 
bon dog ity!) theſe 
wreitches have the i e to talk 
their liberty, and. at the inflication of their 


about 
cious oppr * 
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of liberty a 
from à rebellion, and a rebelhon, too, 


Mr. Gzarttan, in that ſeditious (not to fay tree 
) Addreſs, which has been rendered notorious 


jets by a moſt falſe and malicious repre- 

ſentation of the fate of the American loyaliſts. 80 
Duigenan was of facts, he has 3 

the falſehood of the addrefier: he 
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